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• YOU’RE NICKED: HMS Cumberland bears down on the 
converted Danish motor torpedo boat found carrying £250 
million worth of cocaine 




A ROYAL Navy warship and a new RFA tanker were called in to 
help British and Spanish customs officers to seize more than three 
tonnes of cocaine from a wartime torpedo boat hundreds of miles 
out in the Atlantic. 


Type 22 frigate HMS Cumberland, the 
Fleet Ready Escort ship, was in Devonport 
when the call came for her to put to sea at 
short notice, according to her Marine 
Engineer Officer Lt Cdr Geoff Adams. 

Inc frigate made a 1,500-mile fast passage to 
join the operation. There she was instrumental 
in the hoarding of a converted World War II 
Danish Motor Torpedo Boat (MTB). 

Fleet Air Arm aircraft and the new Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary tanker Wave Knight were also 
involved in the seizure. On board was found a 
record 3.6 tonnes of cocaine, with an estimated 
street value of more than £250 million. 


The eight-man crew were arrested by Spanish 
customs and are now in custody. 

The seizure of the craft was the culmination 
of one of the largest UK Customs-led maritime 
narcotics operations in European waters, and 
brings to more than £1,570 million the total 
value of drugs seized in RN counter-narcotics 
operations in the past five years. 

Capt Mike Manscrgh, the Commanding 
Officer of HMS Cumberland, said: “This has 
been a most successful operation, in which the 
ship's companies of HMS Cumberland and RFA 
Wave Knight performed superbly in the inter¬ 
diction of such a large quantity of cocaine.” 
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• BUSY TIMES: Admiral Sir Michael Boyce with C-/n-C Fleet 
Admiral Sir Jonathon Band on board HMS Tracker 
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Curtain call for CDS after 
‘busiest two years’ 


‘AS I finish my time in office as Chief 
of Defence Staff, I have come to one 
hard-edged conclusion on the effec¬ 
tiveness of the UK’s Armed Forces: 
We deliver.’ 

Admiral Sir Michael Boyce chose 
Portsmouth as his final port of call as the 
frigate HMS Kent fired off a salute outside 
the harbour entrance to bring the curtain 
down on his 33-year military career. 

“UK commitments over the past couple 
of years have been tough, diverse and 
unexpected,” he added in his farewell 
message. 


“Though the main combat phase in Iraq 
was intense and complex, the emerging 
peace will draw heavily upon our 
renowned expertise in peace keeping. 

“Meanwhile Macedonia, Sierra Leone, 
Afghanistan and Operation Enduring 
Freedom, along with our many standing 
commitments at home and abroad, have 
been, or are being, dealt with profession¬ 
ally and effectively; and the unexpected - 
such as sorting out the foot and mouth 
crisis, carrying out nationwide fire-fight¬ 
ing duties, or impeccably conducting 
State ceremonials - has also been taken 
in our stride. 


“And I know too that families have 
played their part in what has probably 
been the busiest two years for some 
decades. 

“It has been a privilege to serve with 
you all and I depart my present position 
as proud of being a member of HM Armed 
Forces as I was when I joined my Service 
42 years ago. 

“Thank you all for your support and 
total professionalism. Well done, and 
best wishes for whatever lies ahead.” 

Admiral Boyce is succeeded as CDS by 
General Sir Michael Walker. 


All change 
at White 
Ensign 



FORMER First Sea Lord Admiral 
Sir Jock Slater (above) heads the 
list of a major change round of key 
personnel at the White Ensign 
Association. 

He takes over from Sir Michael 
Belt as C hairman of the WEA, 
one of the Royal Navy’s leading 
charities which acts as the prime 
link between the RN, the City of 
London, commerce and industry. 

It also provides advice and guid¬ 
ance in personal finance, resettle¬ 
ment and employment. 

New Chief Executive is Capt 
John Roberts, who has served as 
both Finance Director and 
Company Secretary of the 
Association. He takes over from 
Capt David Wixon, who has 
retired after ten years in the job. 

Capt Keith Ridland is the new 
Finance Director. He is also 
responsible for the Association's 
job seeking and employment ser¬ 
vices. 

Company Secretary is Capt 
John Rimington, former Director 
of Naval Reserves. He is also the 
Association’s Public Relations 
Officer. 

Paul Davey, an ex CPO Writer, 
takes over as Office Manager from 
Chris Weight, who as a PO Writer 
in the RNR is now serving on the 
NATO staff at Northwood 

Founded 45 years ago at the 
instigation of Lord Louis 
Mountbattcn, the role of the 
WEA is to help all members of the 
Naval community, from Able 
Seaman to Admiral, and their 
dependants - and in that time it 
has brought aid to over 30,000 of 
them. 

It operates from its headquar¬ 
ters on board HMS Belfast in the 
Pool of London next to Tower 
Bridge. Staff visit all Naval estab¬ 
lishments on a regular basis and 
details of their visits programme 
are promulgated in Command 
Memos. 

They also visit ships and sub¬ 
marines whenever possible. All 
WEA services are provided free of 
charge and members of the Naval 
community are welcome to con¬ 
tact them at any time. Contact 
details arc set out in Navy News 
each month. 

President of the WEA is Capt 
Sir Donald Gosling RNR, one of 
the Royal Navy's greatest benefac¬ 
tors. He relieved Admiral Sir 
Andrew Lewis as Chairman in 
1978 and served until relieved by 
the late Admiral of the Fleet Lord 
Lewin in 1983. 

□ Sec Newsview, page 20. 


Iraq: now forces 
focus on stability 


DEFENCE Secretary Geoff Hoon has announced further changes to the level of 
UK forces in the Gulf region as tasks are completed, including Royal Navy ships 
and Royal Marines - and more Reservists are on standby to play their part in 
post-war Iraq (see also page 31). 


In a written statement to the 
House of Commons on April 
30 Mr Hoon said: “Decisive 
combat operations in Iraq are 
now complete, and coalition 
forces arc increasingly focusing 
upon stablisation tasks. 

“It will therefore be possible to 
make further force level adjust¬ 
ments over the coming weeks while 
continuing to meet our responsibil¬ 
ities to the Iraqi people.” 

For maritime forces, the re¬ 
deployment of Royal Navy vessels 
had proceeded as planned. HMS 
Ark Royal returned in mid-May 
accompanied by the destroyer 
HMS York and RFA Fort Victoria. 

They were to be followed by the 
helicopter carrier HMS Ocean, 
together with HMS Edinburgh and 
the Royal Fleet Auxiliaries Port 
Austin. Orangeleaf, Sir Bediverc 
and Sir Percivale. 

Meanwhile the RFAs Sir 
Galahad, Sir Tristram and Baylcaf 
were undertaking a rolling pro¬ 
gramme of maintenance in 
Singapore to allow them to return 
to the Gulf to continue to provide 
support to the humanitarian assis¬ 
tance effort. 

Further vessels would remain 
there for the time being to conduct 
mine clearance operations and 
force protection. 

With little need for offensive air 
operations and close air support, 
around 45 aircraft from the Gulf 
region, both fixed wing and rotary 
wing, have been withdrawn, includ¬ 
ing: Tbrnado F3 and GR4. Harrier 
GR7. Nimrod MR2. VCI0 and E3- 
D aircraft, as well as Chinook and 
Sea King helicopters. A further 26 
helicopters would be withdrawn at 


the same time as HMS Ocean. 

Mr Hoon said: “Returning 
forces are due a period of post- 
operational tour leave to which 
they are entitled, following which 
they will begin to prepare for train¬ 
ing and then redeployment on 
other important operational task- 
ings. 

“In some cases, this will mean a 
return to Iraq to take part in con¬ 
tinuing operations.** 

During the course of May, 3 
Cdo Bdc Royal Marines, who were 
the first of the land formations to 
be deployed, were withdrawn. 

19 Mechanised Brigade were 
being prepared to take over from 
forces previously involved in fight¬ 
ing in Iraq, providing a stabilisa¬ 
tion force within the UK area of 
operations. It was expected that 
the unit would take up its new role 
in July. 

“In spite of these changes, sig¬ 
nificant pressures remain on the 
Armed Forces if they are to meet 
the full range of their commitmen- 
mts,” said Mr Hoon. 

“In order to meet our continu¬ 
ing obligations in Iraq, I have 
authorised the issuing of further 
call-out notices, against the Order 
made in January under section 
54(1) of the Reserve Forces Act 
1996, sufficient to generate up to 
1,200 reservists. 

“There will be a requirement to 
call out further reservists as the 
operation proceeds, and I will keep 
the House informed of our plans. 

“In parallel, we will be starting 
to demobilise those Reserves who 
arc returning home. In time, the 
overall numbers of Reserves 
required in Iraq will reduce signifi¬ 
cantly.” 


While details continue to be 
clarified, Mr Hoon envisaged that 
by the time Navy News went to 
press 25-30JXK) UK Service per¬ 
sonnel would remain deployed in 
the Gulf region, “continuing to ful¬ 
fil; our responsibilities towards the 
Iraqi people”. 

“The planned replace¬ 
ment of forces is clear evi¬ 
dence of our commitment to 
them. Our aim is to leave an 
Iraq that is confident, 
secure and fully integrated 
with the international com¬ 
munity. 

“The planning process to estab¬ 
lish the precise level of the contin¬ 
uing UK presence needed to 
achieve this aim is a dynamic one, 
and is kept under review. We will 
also need to take account of the 
contributions of coalition partners. 

“We will continue to withdraw 
assets and personnel from the 
region where possible, but we will 
maintain an appropriate military 
presence for as long as necessary.” 

Elements of the Amphibious 
Task Group which played a signifi¬ 
cant role in the war in Iraq have 
already moved on - Type 23 frigate 
HMS Marlborough, destroyer 
HMS Liverpool and tanker RFA 
Grey Rover to the Far East and 
Australasia to take up some of the 
programme of the original Naval 
Task Group 03, which left the UK 
at the turn of the year and became 
absorbed into the beefed-up 
Amphibious Task Group as the 
prospect of conflict in the Middle 
East urew. 

• DOWN UNDER: HMS Marl- 
borough transits the Great 
Barrier Reef (see page 4) 




HMS HASTINGS 


FRANCIS Rawdon Hastings was born in Ireland in 1754. 
Made Governor General of India in 1813, in 1817 he was 
given the title 1st Marquess of Hastings for his success in 
the Gurkha War and subsequently gave his name to HMS 
Hastings. 

Built originally for the East India Company in Calcutta in 
1818 as a 74-gun 3rd rate, she was purchased by the Royal 
Navy on her arrival in Britain in 1819. 

She saw active service in the Syria Naval Campaign of 
1840 and the Burma action of 1852 and then, in 1854, like 
many other vessels of her size and rate she was strength¬ 
ened and fitted with steam propulsion. 

As a 60-gun screw line of battle ship she served in the 
Baltic at the bombardment of Sveaborg, continuing in ser¬ 
vice for another 14 years. 

In 1868 she was moved to Liverpool and used as a 
coastal vessel and guard ship for the port. 

Before being turned into a store hulk at Queenstown, in 
1886 Hastings was moved back to the Mersey and sold by 
the local Liverpool company C. W. Kellock & Co, shipping 
agent and brokers, for scrapping. 

Kellocks removed her figurehead and placed it in their 
head office and auction room in Water Street. There it sur¬ 
vived the Blitz and damage to the building when the com¬ 
pany relocated in 1966 and it was then donated to the 
Maritime Department of Liverpool Museum before the cre¬ 
ation of the Merseyside Maritime Museum in the Albert 
Dock, where it can now be seen in its Port of Liverpool 
exhibition. 

Restored and repainted, this impressive carving shows 
Hastings at the height of his power in military uniform. A 
contemporary portrait shows a remarkable likeness and 
suggests it was carved in England when the ship first 
arrived there. 
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'Congratulations 


but 


TWO SPECIAL souvenirs of the Queen's 
Coronation, 50 years ago this month, 
have been supplied by readers. 

The famous postcard of the Queen pho¬ 
tographed in the Gold State Coach features 
Stoker Mechanic Fred Todd in the window 
on the left. 

“I think it shows that a stoker is as good 
as a Guardsman when trained!" says Fred, 
who now lives in Colchester. “A shipmate of 
mine was the first person to tell me the 
cards were on sale at Woolworths when I 
was home on leave a few weeks later." 

And from Leslie Willcox, of Thamesmead, 
London, comes a certificate to confirm he 
took part in the Coronation Review at 


leave' 


Spithead, when he was serving as an AB in 
the submarine HMS Sanguine. 

Two days earlier he had received a 
telegram from his father to tell him his wife 
Maureen had been safely delivered of their 
second son: "Let's hope this one is the 
goalkeeper!” Captain Submarines in HMS 
Forth advised me: "Congratulations - but 
sorry, no leave" as the boat was due to sail 
to Malta on June 17. His family, including 
new son Stephen, joined him there four 
months later. 

"Ironically, in the 1960s Stephen tried out 
for Southampton FC - as a goalkeeper!" 
Leslie tells us. "He became a schoolteacher 
instead." 


THE CORONATION PROCESS: ON Of HEP. MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH. 
JUNE 2NO. 1953 


M . odel Fast action as 

advice . . . 

on how Indonesia tops 
waS piracy league 


TO ENCOURAGE house¬ 
holders to cut down on pollu¬ 
tion, a model of the Type 22 
frigate I IMS Cumberland has 
been given a berth at the 
National Marine Aquarium in 
Plymouth. 

Visitors will learn from it how 
Royal Navy ships reduce pollution 
at sea with better waste manage¬ 
ment. The model was built by a 
former marine engineer, Peter 
Williams, who served in the previ¬ 
ous HMS Cumberland in the 
1950s. 

Capt Mike Manscrgh, 
Commanding Officer of the cur¬ 
rent Cumberland, said: “Royal 
Navy warships are fully equipped 
to deal with every type of waste 
product and to keep that waste in 
a safe place onboard until it can be 
effectively disposed of. 

“This wonderful model of HMS 
Cumberland creates a perfect link 
between the Royal Navy and the 
National Marine Aquarium in our 
common aim in protecting the 
marine environment." 

The 4ft model has been a popu¬ 
lar feature at a variety of shows. 

Peter Williams has also made a 
model of the previous 
Cumberland, now on display at the 
Historic Dockyard. Chatham. 


P IRACY continues to 
rise, according to the 
latest report of the 
International 
Maritime Bureau - 
especially in Indonesia. 

The total number of worldwide 
reported attacks showed an 
increase from 87 incidents in the 
first three months of 2002 to 103 
for the corresponding period in 
2003. 

But during the first quarter of 
this year, there were 28 attacks in 
Indonesia alone, the largest figure 
for any single country. 

They were concentrated around 
the Gclasa straits and the 
Anambas Islands. 

Thanks to prompt reporting of 
attacks by masters at sea, the I MB 
Piracy Reporting Centre was able 
to take swift action, says the 
Director of the International 
Chamber of Commerce I MB, Capt 
Pottengal Mukundan. 

“The Centre has passed on pre¬ 
cise information on the location of 
these attacks to the Indonesian 
authorities. Action taken by the 
Indonesian Navy has brought 
about an immediate reduction in 
the attacks in these waters. 

“It remains to be seen whether 
this will be a sustained trend. 
Nevertheless, it is this kind of 
focussed intelligence which can be 
vital to resource-strapped law 
enforcement agencies for the opti¬ 
mum utilisation of their 


resources.” Some countries have 
taken a tough stand in prosecuting 
pirates. On February 25 the 
Sessions Court in Mumbai, India 
sentenced 14 Indonesian pirates to 
seven years hard labour. They were 
convicted of hijacking the 
Japanese-owned Alondra Rainbow 
off the coast of Indonesia in 
October 1999. 

This was a rare move by a 
national court to assume jurisdic¬ 
tion over crimes committed in 
international waters and sets a 
precedent which will help deter 
similar crimes, says Capt 
Mukundan. 

Early this year Chinese authori¬ 
ties prosecuted pirates who had 
hijacked the tanker Siam Xanxai to 
Cnina. The Chinese courts sen¬ 
tenced them to between ten and 15 
years. 

“Both the Indian and Chinese 
authorities should be congratulat¬ 
ed for having taken these difficult 
cases through to prosecution. It is 
this kind of response which will 
deter future pirates from this 
trade.” 

By contrast, the Indonesian 
authorities recently sentenced the 
hijackers of the Inabukwa to 
between two and four years. 

The threat to shipping posed by 
armed militia off the coast of 
Somalia has been highlighted by 
the Piracy ReportiniT Centre for 
many years. Over tnc past nine 
months, however, the risk of attack 


on vessels straying close to the 
coastline from organised Somali 
militiamen has increased “from 
one of possibility to certainty". 

Most vessels now stay clear of 
the Somali coast - but on April 20 
there was a violent attack about 55 
miles out. 

Pirates armed with guns and 
knives boarded a general cargo 
ship underway from three speed¬ 
boats. They tw>k control of the 
ship and destroyed all communica¬ 
tion equipment on board. 

The Master received stab 
wounds and head injuries. 
Other crew and officers 
were tied up on the bridge 
and in cabins before the 
pirates stole the ship's cash 
and departed. 

Nigeria recorded nine incidents 
in the first quarter of this year - up 
six from 2002. These were mostly 
brutal attacks where crew were 
seized and terrorised. On New 
Year’s Day the survey ship HD 
Challenger was attacked by armed 
irates off Warri, Nigeria. They 
oarded the ship and attacked and 
badly injured several crew. 

The I MB’s piracy report analy¬ 
ses developments in piracy and 
lists piracy-prone areas in SE Asia, 
the Indian sub continent. Africa, 
the Red Sea. South and Central 
America and Caribbean waters so 
that crews can take preventive 
at ion. 


‘Lyrical 1 Pepys 
medal cast 



TO MARK the 300th anniversary of the death of Samuel 
Pepys, a silver medal has been commissioned as part of 
the prize for a new literary award. 

British art medalist Philip Nathan has produced the 
medal, which also serves as a memorial to Robert Latham, 
former Pepys Librarian at Magdalene College, Cambridge 
and editor, together with William Matthews, of the 
acclaimed 11 volume edition of the famous diary. 

Winner of the first Samuel Pepys Award, whose name 
will be inscribed around the rim of the medal, will also 
receive a cheque for £2,000 at the annual dinner of the 
Samuel Pepys Club on May 28. 

The public will be able to see the medal, described as “a 
lyrical work of art” at a special exhibition, Pepys ’s London, 
at the Museum of London until November 3. 

Commissioning of the medal came with the help of the 
Curator of the Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths, 
Rosemary Ransome Wallis. 

She told Navy News: “I am delighted to have assisted 
the Samuel Pepys Award Trust in this exciting commis¬ 
sion. 

“This is a perfect example of present day patronage cre¬ 
ating a decorative work of art, which will be enjoyed and 
appreciated by future generations.” 

Philip Nathan’s design vividly captures the life and times 
of Pepys, who is also remembered as one of the Royal 
Navy’s greatest administrators and as an historian and sci¬ 
entist. 

The obverse bears a lively portrait of him, quill pen in 
hand, resplendent in a magnificent lace cravat, with a pro¬ 
fusion of curls tumbling from beneath his hat. 

On the reverse. Nathan makes reference to monumental 
events Pepys recorded in his diary, such as the Great Fire 
of London and the Plague. A ship represents his associa¬ 
tion with the Navy. 

The Samuel Pepys Club was founded on the bicentenary 
of the great diarist s death, on May 26, 1903. It currently 
has 140 members. 
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“port Vic is 
worth her 
weight in 
supplies 


FOUR months to the day after 
she sailed for operations in the 
Gulf, RFA supply ship Fort 
Victoria has returned to 
Crombic on the River Forth. 

The replenishment auxiliary 
took with her four Merlin heli¬ 
copters of 814 Naval Air Squadron 
as she sailed to support the UK 
Amphibious Task Group (ATG), 
led by I IMS Ark Royal, which 
took part in the war in Iraq. 

The 36,580-tonne Fort Victoria 
is a combined tanker and stores 
ship, supplying fuel, stores, food 
and ammunition to warships 
under way at sea. 

Within 12 hours of joining the 
ATG she had refuelled six war¬ 
ships, delivering over 2,500 tonnes 
of fuel - a taste of things to come. 

In four months Fort Victoria 
has conducted more than 200 
replenishments at sea (RAScs) 
with 25 Coalition ships. 

This added up to more than 
40,0(X) tonnes - or more than her 
own displacement - and she cov¬ 
ered more than 20,(XX) nautical 
miles during the deployment. 

Besides normal RASes, the ship 
also provided replenishments by 
boat, by helicopter, and by rafting 
up alongside her ‘customer’ and 
using cranes, mainly in the north¬ 
ern Gulf, often less than 20 miles 
off the Iraqi coast. Her civilian 
crew, augmented by an RN team, 
spent three full months at sea with 
barely a sight of land. 

I ler Merlins helped provide air 
cover for land forces, and more 
than 1,650 deck landings were 
made during the deployment. 

The Merlins of 814 Naval Air 
Squadron flew off Fort Victoria 
while she was off the coast of 
Cornwall, making their way hack 
to their home base at RN air sta¬ 
tion Culdrosc. 

Squadron handed 
over to friend 

COMMAND of a Naval air 
squadron passed between two 
near-neighbours in a small 
Cornish village - but the ceremony 
was carried out in the Gulf. 

Lt Cdr Steve Murray handed 
over the reins of 814 NAS - the 
Flying Tigers - to Lt Cdr Nick 
Dunn. The friends live in 
Perranwcll Station, near Truro. 

The Merlin helicopter squadron 
was embarked in RFA Fort 
Victoria at the time, and the actu¬ 
al handover was conducted while 
the supply ship was alongside at 
Jebcl Ali in the United Arab 
Emirates. 



• Go west: Ships of the Royal Navy's Amphibious Task Group head out of the gloom on their way through the Mediterranean and back 
to the UK. The ships are led by helicopter carrier HMS Ocean, and include RFA Sir Percivale, RFA Sir Galahad, RFA Fort Rosalie, RFA 
Fort Austin, RFA Orangeleaf, RFA Argus and HMS Edinburgh. Also with the group was French destroyer FS Primauguet 


Frigate resumes her 
exotic deployment 



WHEN HMS Marlborough 
was released from military 
operations in the Gulf in 
early April, her programme 
was still unclear. 

But as the Type 23 frigate 
headed south, she soon receiv¬ 
ing confirmation that her next 
port of call would be the 
Seychelles - heralding the 
resumption of her Naval Task 
Group 03 deployment, taking 
her past some of the most exot¬ 
ic coasts in the world. 

The passage from the Gulf to 
the island of Mahe took around 
five days, with the ship’s company 
making the most of the calm, azure 
blue Indian Ocean by swimming in 
waters more than a mile deep near 
the Equator. 

Homage having been paid to 
King Neptune, as required bv tra¬ 
dition. the sailors were in a relaxed 


• The bridge and accommodation module is lifted into place 
by crane on RFA Largs Bay at the Swan Hunter yard on the 
Tyne, having been brought in by barge from the Tees. The 
new 16,160-ton Landing Ship Logistic, one of a class of four, 
is expected to be commissioned next year. 


Kent sails for trials 
with special visitor 


HMS KENT has sailed with a mem¬ 
ber of an affiliated group on board - 
and it just happens to be the one 
after whom the ship is named. 

The Duke of Kent was invited on 
board the Type 23 frigate in his 
capacity as liveryman of the 
Mercers Company. 

The ship was sailing for three 
days of sea trials in British waters, 
but the Duke was only with her for a 
matter of hours, departing at 
Portland in Dorset after touring the 
frigate and meeting members of the 


ship’s company as they worked. 

Cdr Simon Hardern, the 
Commanding Officer of HMS Kent, 
said: “This is a proud day for us. 

“We have built up strong links 
with The Mercers Company and are 
delighted to have one of its most 
prestigious liverymen on board. 

“It is the Duke’s first visit on 
board, so we will make sure it is a 
memorable one.” 

The Duke was accompanied by 
Wng Cdr Mike Dudgeon, the com¬ 
pany’s Master Mercer. 


frame of mind as the frigate 
cruised past the smaller 
islands en route for the 
port of Victoria. 

During the short visit 
much was made of the 
country’s tourist poten¬ 
tial chiefly water sports 
in warm, clear water. 

Wildlife proved a big 
attraction, from deep- 
sea fishing (hammer¬ 
head sharks and a reef 
shark were duly 
returned to the deep 
unharmed) to the bulky 
fruit bats which whizzed 
overhead - described by 
the Flight Observer as 
“four-engine Lancaster 
bats”, not forgetting the 
tortoises which outnum¬ 
ber the human popula¬ 


tion by two to one. 

Then it was a long sea crossing 
to Cairns - the 5,800-mile trip is 
easily within the range of the Type 
23 but it made sense to call into 
Diego Garcia for a quick pit stop. 
This also allowed each watch one 
hour's leave, for which many head¬ 
ed straight to the well-stocked 
American PX store. 

As the sun shone, there was 
plenty of enthusiasm for upper 
deck maintenance. 

The entertainment committee’s 
efforts paid dividends, with a flight 
deck barbecue and flight deck 
movie proving popular. 

But the highlight was undoubt¬ 
edly the boxing competition, com¬ 
plete with full entourages of train¬ 
ers. cigar-smoking promoters, 
managers, corner men and bikini 
girls - an interesting concept on an 
all-male ship 

The twist was that the boxers - 
including the Merseyside Brawler, 
the Human Toucan. Windmill 
Wilson. 815 Express and Bungle 
from Children’s TV - were blind¬ 
folded and had huge gloves. 

With Mess points at stake the 
judging was subject to very close 
scrutiny, and it was congratulations 
to Bungle, who took the honours, 
despite the event being completed 
in monsoon conditions. 

The approach to Cairns through 
the Great Barrier Reef proved a 
chance for a close look at some of 
the islands which make up this 
amazing seascape, with several of 
the ship’s company vowing to 
return during the stay in Cairns. 

From Cairns the frigate headed 
across the Tasman Sea to New 
Zealand; as Navy News went to 
press she was alongside in 
Auckland (see page 32). 

■ See Navy News Online for a 
full report 
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Argyll 

visits 

Danish 

capital 

TYPE 23 frigate HMS Argyll 
has returned to her home base 
of Dcvonport following a busy 
training period and a visit to 
Copenhagen. 

Her return to the West Country 
completes a varied 12 months for 
the warship, which began in May 
2(X)2 when she sailed for a six- 
month deployment to the Gulf. 

She returned just before 
Christmas, and soon after, with a 
new C ommanding Officer, she set 
off for a series of anti-submarine 
exercises in the North Atlantic. 

She then participated in the 
February Joint Maritime Course 
(JMC) off Scotland with her sister 
ship HMS Sutherland, after which 
she called in at her affiliated port 
of Inverary in the Highlands. 

Argyll then headed south to the 
Bay of Biscay for exercises with 
the French Navy before retracing 
her steps, undertaking anti-subma¬ 
rine exercises north of Shetland. 

Her current work period was 
rounded off when she called in at 
the Danish capital, where her 
ship’s company enjoyed a spell of 
relaxation. 

On arrival, her Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Ewan Kclbic, and 
officers hosted a reception for 
local dignitaries and foreign diplo¬ 
mats on the Flight Deck, and 
before the frigate sailed again C'dr 
Kelbie laid a wreath at 
Commonwealth war graves on the 
anniversary of the liberation of 
Copenhagen during World War 11. 

Argyll is now in a scheduled 
docking period, and will rejoin the 
Fleet later in the year. 

Memorial 
to heroes 

I IE ROES who have won the high¬ 
est honours for their bravery now 
have a permanent memorial at 
Westminster Abbey. 

More than 30 of the 44 living 
recipients of the Victoria Cross, 
the most exalted military honour 
for gallantry in action, and the 
George Cross, awarded to Service 
personnel and civilians for bravery 
while not in the presence of an 
enemy, attended tne unveiling of 
the memorial by the Queen. 

The new memorial, placed in 
the Nave close to the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier by the Great 
West Door, is the result of a cam¬ 
paign by the Victoria Cross and 
(ieoege Cross Association. 

Also at the ceremony was 
Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon 
and senior officers from all three 
Services. 



Richmond stays on the beat 



• Flagship HMS Ark Royal seen from the deck of HMS Richmond 


AS THE maritime threat in the Northern 
Arabian Gulf diminishes and warships 
return home or to their original pro¬ 
grammes, Type 23 frigate HMS Richmond 
continues to police the waters near Iraq. 

The Portsmouth-based warship was on 
Armilla patrol duties in the region but was 
quickly subsumed into the Coalition forces pro¬ 
viding gunfire support on the Al Faw peninsula 
and flying her Lynx helicopter through the night 
searching Iraqi waters for suspicious activities. 

The only front-line Maritime Lynx Squadron 
in the Fleet Air Arm is 815 Squadron, who have 
provided a substantial commitment to RN pres¬ 
ence in the Persian Gulf. 

HMS Richmond’s embarked flight are Lts 
Nigel Willing and John FitzPatrick as the per¬ 
manent aircrew of 227 Lynx Flight. 

“The operating conditions have been 
extremely harsh, with temperatures in the air¬ 
craft often exceeding 35 degrees,” said Right 
Commander Lt Willing. 

“Having to operate as low as 100ft at night for 
a six-hour period is tiring, and the crews have 
worked hard to maintain an accurate grasp on 
activity in the Iraqi waterway.” 

“It has been a long and sometimes frustrating 
period of operations, not knowing what is com¬ 
ing next and constantly manning the flight deck 
in high temperatures can be hard work,” said 
POAEM Dave MacMcncmey. 

A veteran of the previous Gulf War, Dave 
added: “It is very different this time; we have 
email facility, get weekly satellite phone calls 


home and have been able to watch the war pro¬ 
gressing on BBC News 24. 

“All this has made the time more bearable 
and you feel a better grasp on the world outside 
of your own ship.” 

Richmond had a flying visit from the First 
Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Alan West, the most 
senior Gunnery Officer in the Navy. 

He took the opportunity to meet with 
Richmond’s Naval Gunfire Support team from 


Operation Telic, where the frigate was one of 
only three Royal Navy ships to conduct firings in 
support of Royal Marines capturing the Al Faw 
peninsula. 

The Admiral also inspected the Royal Marine 
contingent’s specialist Maritime Interdiction 
Operations equipment and took part in an 
informal discussion with the ship’s company. 

■ Follow HMS Richmond’s deployment on 
Navy News Online 



















































































Options 


ivynews.co.uk 


NAVY NEWS, JUNE 2003 5 



Torbay at 
sonar 
forefront 


Shi/ts of the Roval Navy No571 


P ROUD possessor 
of what is probably 
the world’s most 
advanced sonar 
system, the Sonar 2076, 
HMS Torbay is now 
equipped with the same 
combat capabilities as 
those expected to be 
included in the Navy’s new 
Astute-class submarines. 

Torbay rejoined the Fleet in 
November last year after her 
£240 million refit was complet¬ 
ed, a process which also incor¬ 
porated the refuelling of her 
nuclear reactor. 

Since her refit Torbay has been 
through a tough set of sea trials at 
the Atlantic Underwater Test and 
Evaluation Centre (AUTEC) in 
the Bahamas. 

After a brief dalliance of a day 


at sea with the Minister for 
Defence Procurement Lx>rd Bach, 
to show off her upgraded capabili¬ 
ties, Torbay has returned to 
AUTEC before taking up duty 
hosting the ‘Perisher’ or 
Submarine Command Courses. 

Capable of continuous under¬ 
water patrols anywhere in the 
world, I IMS Torbay is the fifth of 
the Navy’s Trafalgar-class sub¬ 
marines. 

Her roles include intelligence- 
gathering, task group support and 
indications and warnings. Armed 
with powerful Spearfish torpedoes 
and long-range Sub Harpoon mis¬ 
siles, she has a strong anti-ship and 
anti-submarine combat capability. 

The name Torbay was originally 
generated to commemorate the 
landing of William of Orange at 
Torbay in 1688. 

The first Torbay was a 3rd rate 
with 80 guns, launched at 
Deptford in December 1693 and 



• Nuclear-propelled submarine HMS Torbay rejoined the Fleet in November 


with a grand career that finally 
ended with her being broken up in 
Portsmouth in 1749. 

The second Torbay was original¬ 
ly the HMS Neptune of 1683, a 
2nd rate with 90 guns that was 
twice rebuilt before being 
renamed Torbay in her new incar¬ 
nation as a 3rd rate in 1750. 

Under her new name she served 
for a further thirty years winning a 
number of battle honours before 
being sold on in 1784. 

The next in the Torbay line was 
the Thornycroft-built S-class 
destroyer of 1919. In 1928 she was 
handed over to the Royal 
Canadian Navy where she bore the 
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Ti 


• The Sopwith TI Cuckoo N6950 drops its torpedo over the sea - this particular aircraft was 
built by Blackburn and was the first of the production Cuckoos to enter service in July 1918 

Picture: Fleet Air Arm Museum 

Sopwith Cuckoo 


BORN FROM Rear Admiral Murray F. Sueter’s 
conviction of the efficacy of torpedo attack 
and proposed by him to the Sopwith organisa¬ 
tion in October 1916, the Sopwith Cuckoo was 
the first torpedo landplane that could be oper¬ 
ated from the flight-deck of an aircraft carrier. 

Sueter was determined that the torpedo 
attack was the way to influence World War I, 
and although some 300 or more of the Cuckoo 
were to be ordered, by the time of the 
Armistice just over 90 had been completed. 

The prototype Sopwith TI manifested in the 
summer of 1917 and proved worthy of an 
order on August 16 for 100 aircraft from 
Glasgow’s Fairfield Engineering Company, fol¬ 
lowed in swift succession by another order for 
50 from Pegler of Doncaster and 50 from 
Blackburn in February 1918. 

Blackburn had the swiftest turnaround on 
the production of the new aircraft with their 
first production model N6950 rolling out in July 
1918, months before the autumn appearances 
of the Fairfield and Pegler Cuckoos. 

This mass ordering seems to have been 
centred around a plan developed by the 
Admiralty in 1917 for a decisive aerial attack 
against the German fleet using the carriers 


Argus, Furious and Campania, supported by 
light cruisers Glorious and Courageous which 
were to be partially converted to a carrier role. 

The early delay in the build of the Sopwith 
Cuckoo was caused by the need for changes 
in the initial design. A 200hp Sunbeam Arab 
engine had to replace the originally-planned 
Hispano-Suiza - an engine that was urgently 
needed for SE 5a fighters - and this basic 
change necessitated structural alterations in 
the aircraft. 

With the Armistice, many of the outstanding 
Cuckoos on the order books were cancelled, 
although 1919 saw the limited production of a 
Mkll Cuckoo with a Wolseley Viper engine. 

Cuckoos first entered service at the East 
Fortune shore establishment Torpedo 
Aeroplane School and the first operational 
squadron joined the Fleet on October 7, 1918, 
and set off in HMS Argus 12 days later. After a 
five-year career in aircraft carriers and shore 
squadrons, the Cuckoos left service in April 
1923 with the disbanding of No210 Squadron. 

The Cuckoo had a wingspan of 46ft 9in and 
stretched in length 28ft 6in. It carried one 18in 
MklX torpedo below the fuselage and had a 
maximum speed of 98mph at 10,000ft 


new name of Champlain. 

It was with the fourth Torbay 
that the connection with sub¬ 
marines began. The Chatham-built 
T-class submarine was launched in 
April 1940 and on completion in 
January 1941 she joined the 
Second Submarine Flotilla. 

Throughout the early years of 
World War II Torbay did sterling 
duty in anti-submarine patrols 
around the Bay of Biscay, and the 
waters of the central and eastern 
Mediterranean. 

Her Commanding Officer Lt 
Cdr Anthony C.C. Miers won the 
Victoria Cross for a daring raid on 
an enemy harbour at Corfu in 
March 1942. 

Torbay’s war continued around 
the Mediterranean and North Sea 
before she headed off to join the 
East India Fleet in early 1945. 


There she was used for special 
operations, landing agents and 
stores in Sumatra and Thailand. 

Torbay and her sister ship 
Trident were the only two of the 15 
T-class to survive the war, but she 
was sold on for scrap in December 
1945. 

In addition to these illustrious 
five, a drifter Torbay was hired by 
the Navy for use from 1915-19 and 
again in 1939 until sunk by air 
attack off Dover in 1940. 


Facts and 
figures 


Class: Trafalgar class 
submarine 

Pennant number S90 
Builder. VSEL, Barrow-in- 
Fumess 

Launched: 1985 
Commissioned: March 8, 

1987 

Displacement: 5,200 tonnes 
dived 

Length: 85.4 metres 
Beam: 9.8 metres 
Draught: 9.5 metres 
Speed: In excess of 25 
knots, dived 

Diving depth: In excess of 
175 metres 

Complement: 130 (including 
18 officers) 

Main machinery: One Rolls- 
Royce pressurised water 
nuclear reactor; two GEC 
turbines; one shaft; pump-jet 
propulsor; two WH Allen 
turbo generators; two 
Paxman diesel alternators; 
one emergency drive motor; 
one auxilary retractable 
propeller 

Weapons: Sub Harpoon 
missiles; five 21-inch bow 
tubes for wire-guided 
Spearfish torpedoes; mines 
can be carried in lieu of 
torpedoes 

Sonar Range of hull- 
mounted active and passive 
sonars for navigation, 
search, attack, ranging and 
classification 
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Men and women in the Royal Navy and Royal Marines serve 
their country, often at times of national crisis and danger: the 
RNBT exists to serve them and their families at times of need. 


All past and present RN ratings 
and RM other ranks, and their 
dependants, are members of 
the RNBT Family’. 

The RNBT gives direct help 
to the RNBT Family’ in the 
following ways: 

• Grants to assist with a wide 
range of individual needs. 

• Regular payments to older 
people on very low incomes. 

• Residential and nursing care 
in the RNBT’s own care 
home near Chatham. Kent. 
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Malta or 


WITH regard to the query from 
Mr Foulston (April issue) “Greek 
to me”, I believe the ships 
featured arc Russian and French. 

I would suggest they arc, from 
left to right, Pamiat Azova, an 
armoured cruiser of 6,674 tons 
launched in 1888; one of the 
Imperator Alexander II Class 
battleships launched between 

1887 and 1889; the third ship 
being one of the Troude Class 
protected cruisers launched in 

1888 and 1889 and displacing 
1,994 tons. 

I would further suggest that the 
most likely meeting place for such 
ships during the 1890s would be in 
Grand Harbour, Malta. - R. L. P. 
Keys, Plumstead, London. 

THE WARSHIPS fly the old 
Imperial Naval Ensign of St 
Andrew’s Cross. The period is 
pre-19(H) and the port could be 
Odessa. 

The occasion is clearly a special 
one as the small cruiser on the 
right is flying high the French 
ensign and the Russian ensign at 
the stern. - Capt H. R. L. 
Morgan, Birkenhead 

Saved by 
Scorpion 


How a seadog 
POW had his 


day 


and his 


evil way... 

I READ with interest your feature about pets on board ships (February issue) as my late 
father. Chief Stoker Vic Phillips served in HMS Havoc and the crew had a dog called Oz. 



REGARDING the last survivors 
of the Scharnhorst reunion (April 
issue) I enclose a photo of a 
plaque presented to Willi Alsen, 
the last man to be rescued . 

It was my ship, the destroyer 
HMS Scorpion, who saved him 
and Willi later presented a copy to 
me and J. R. Davis. - J. Wass 
Nottingham. 


“Wc fished him out of the 
drink in Alex,” he told me. 
“Must have been in there some 
time because he was exhausted 
and covered in oil, but still 
struggling to stay afloat.” 

When Havoc ran aground off 
the coast of North Africa, Oz, 
with his shipmates, was taken 
prisoner by the Vichy French and 
spent the next 11 months in a 
POW camp in the desert. 

Life in the camp was harsh, 
food was poor and also scarce, 
but I feel it is a testament to those 
sailors that Oz was fed and cared 
for throughout their captivity. 

Oz’s carer was a PO and each 
man’s bed was a straw-filled 
palliasse, so the PO's bed was 
shared with Oz. 

When Oz mated with a poodle 
bitch belonging to one of their 
captors, he chose to do it on the 
PO’s bed while the man was 
asleep in it! 

Dad said it was pandemonium, 
with the PO shouting and cursing 
at the dogs and the other 
occupants of the hut shouting and 
cursing at the PO because he had 


woken them up. 

When liberation day came Oz 
was taken back to England and 
went to live with the PO’s family 
in Southampton where he 
remained for about two years 
until he was run over in the street 
outside the house. 

Havoc was Dad’s favourite ship 
and when my husband learned 
that there was a memorial to the 
ship in Chatham Dockyard, we 
took Dad there a couple of years 
before he died. 

Dad was in HMS York when 
she came to grief in Souda Bay 
and there was a stained glass 
window to the York there as well. 

Mrs P. Shakespeare, 

Northflcet, Kent 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondent’s name 
and address, not nec¬ 
essarily for public¬ 
ation.email correspondents 
are also requested to 
provide this information. 


Apprentice's 
pay cut after 
volunteering 
for Dunkirk 


LIVING in the middle of Africa, one docs not often have a 
chance to ‘swing the lamp’ and it was therefore a rare privilege to 
entertain someone who had been at both Dunkirk and the D-Day 
landings. 


Asbestos 

support 

ALONG with other victims and 
their families we have formed the 
Veterans Asbestos Victims 
Support Group. 

We offer help and support to 
the victims and their families, 
many of whom arc ex-Royal Navy 
and were exposed to asbestos dust 
and fibres during their Service. 

Our aim is to raise sufficient 
funds through donations, car boot 
sales and other events to purchase 
a mobile home on a seaside 
position in Devon or Cornwall for 
victims and their families to use 
for a week at a time. 

To support this group please 
send donations or ask for further 
information from Veterans 
Asbestos Victims Support Group. 
LibDem Office, The Liberal 
Building, Barras Street, Liskcard, 
Cornwall PL 14 6AD or tel Paula 
Connelly on 01579 384895. - J. 
Connelly, C’allington, Cornwall 


Bill Thomas was born in 
Gillingham in 1923. He was a Sea 
Cadet and then became an 
apprentice in Chatham Dockyard 
in 1938. One day in 1940 he and 
his pal Ronnie Aldis cycled from 
Chatham to Ramsgate where a 
policeman suggested they join in 
crewing a whaler to help with the 
Dunkirk evacuation. 

They assisted in geting men 
from the beaches to the destroyer 
HMS Ivanhoc. Four days later, 
back in the dockyard. Bill had four 
days pay deducted! 

He joined the Navy as a second 
class stoker and saw service in 
Combined Operations, later 
joining his father in HMS 
Wolfhound which was then on 
East Coast convoy duties. 

His father, also Bill Thomas, 
had been in her commissioning 
crew in 1917 and both Bills paid 
her off in 1945. 

Young Bill was demobbed in 
1946 and joined the Iraq 
Petroleum Company. He later 
worked in various Afriean 
countries and in Malaysia and 
Cambodia. He now lives outside 
Lusaka with his son - vet another 
Bill Thomas. - G. 6’Riordan, 
Maersk, Zambia 

Mystery 

U-boat 

REFERENCE the recent 
Channel 4 programme on U- 
234, during October 1945 my 
ship, HMLST 380 of which I was 
Navigating Officer, was in 
Batavia (Djakarta) to evacuate 
civilian POWs to Singapore. 

Also there was UI-219 with no 
one aboard apart from a couple 
of Indonesian guards. I have 
never discovered for what 
reason she was there and 
wonder if a reader could 
enlighten me. 

Left on board was a lovely 
sextant and a pair of Zeiss 
binoculars, all of which I coveted 
but, despite blandishments, I 
obtained neither. - S. Jones, 
Surbiton 


Hats off to 
Marines 

FROM lime immemorial the men 
of the Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines have been this country’s 
finest ambassadors. 

They have toured the world and 
impressed all nations with their 
willingness to help in all types of 
catastrophes. In Nelson’s famous 
prayer, written before the Battle 
of Trafalgar, he plainly states: 
“And may humanity after victory 
be the predominant feature of the 
British Fleet.” 

In World War II Admiral 
Andrew Cunningham, after 
sinking three enemy ships in the 
Battle of Matapan, disregarding 
the danger of giving the position of 
his Fleet away, signalled the 
enemy government and gave them 
the compass bearing of the battle 
and requested that they send ships 
to save the survivors. 

In the aftermath of the fighting 
in Southern Iraq the Royal 
Marines took off their fearsome- 
looking protective clothing and 
body armour and replaced their 
steel helmets with their famous 
green berets. 

It was a simple enough action, 
but it displayed a genuine 
intention to be helpful and 
friendly to the civilian population. 
The Navy’s Marines are living up 
to their old traditions. - B. Hallas, 
Haxby, York 

Seven still 
surviving 

THE DEATH statement of W. 
Johns (February issue) says he was 
the last surviving member of HMS 
Exeter of the Battle of the River 
Plate. 

I am pleased to inform you that 
I and six others are this side of the 
bar and enjoying the best of 
health.The reunions arc attended 
by associate members and friends 
of the departed, as the Fleet Club 
at Devonport can confirm. - S. J. 
London 


No saucers here 
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I WAS amused to see in 
Fisguard’s Boys’ Mess 
(March issue) that each 
cup had its own saucer, 
unlike we boys at Ganges 
34 years later in 1951 - at 
least we had less to wash. 

Note the polished deck, 
blocks on each bed and 
the blankets folded 
thereon - boy, were they 
needed in winter when the 
northern winds were so 
severe. 

The windows glistened, 
being cleaned and 
polished with newspaper 
- evidently the printer’s 
ink added a sheen. - C. 
Taylor, Ilford. 
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Special measupes 
to update uniform 


R egarding the letter 

‘Uniform Falls Short of 
Saudis” (April issue) 
which raised questions over 
elements of the uniform sup¬ 
plied to members of the Royal 
Navy, I would like to respond 
on behalf of the Defence 
Clothing Integrated Project 
Team. 

TTiis has responsibility for the 
development, procurement and 
supply management of the 
majority of uniforms for the UK 
Armed Forces and works very 
closely with the Royal Navy 
Supply Organisation to ensure 
that our customers receive the 
clothing they want. 

I would like to address the 
specific issues raised by the 
writer, namely: 

• A Decent Coat. 

A new wet weather jacket will 
be issued to the RN from early 
2004 and will replace the in-ser¬ 
vice raincoat and windproof 
jacket. The jacket, which is made 
from moisture vapour perme¬ 
able material (which allows 


sweat to escape whilst retaining 
body heat for the wearer) is of a 
modern design and has a detach¬ 
able liner. 

The jacket has been trialled by 
a representative group of RN 
personnel who found it both ver¬ 
satile and comfortable. The 
writer may wish to note that the 
jacket has been designed so that 
it can be worn over a woolly pully 
and still allow the wearer to 
work. 

• The No.4 Shirt 

This shirt is now in the process 
of becoming obsolescent with 
the rollout of the RN’s Improved 
Action Working Dress (IAWD) 
- an update to the old RN 
Working Dress. 

IAWD is intended to be the 
everyday workwear of all RN 
personnel and includes two new 
shirts (one lightweight and one 
heavyweight) that have been 
designed to meet the demands of 
a modem navy. 

The writer mentions that the 
No.4 Shirt pockets were “unable 
to take a pen” - I think it is 


worth making clear that the cus¬ 
tomer has never stated a require¬ 
ment for the Working Dress 
shirts to have pockets that will 
take a pen; indeed the IAWD 
shirts have no pockets. 

• A White Shirt 

The white shirts issued to the 
RN have both standard and 
extra long sleeve lengths and 
come in a range of collar sizes 
(from 32cm to 48cm) for both 
sleeve lengths (far greater than 
that often found in the High 
Street). 

If the writer finds that neither 
of the sleeve lengths fit him in 
his correct size shirt then he is 
entitled to order a “special mea¬ 
sure” shirt - custom made to fit 
his build. 

• Schoolboy’ Ties 

The issue ties are available in 
two lengths, standard and long 
(although confusingly classed by 
NSN as short and standard 
respectively) with the longest 
being some 148cm in length - 
which should be long enough to 


meet all needs. 

• Good Quality Footwear 

We are unable to respond to 
the comments made regarding 
footwear as it is not clear from 
the letter which range of 
footwear the writer is complain¬ 
ing about and in what conditions 
he expects them to be worn. 

'This may be an opportune 
point to remind all personnel 
that should they have a com¬ 
plaint regarding any of the items 
of kit they arc issued with, then 
they should raise either a Defect 
Report - through a Naval 
Clothing Store - or submit a 
‘Stitch-up’ proforma printed in 
the People Matters magazine 
direct to the RNSO. 

We work very closely with cus¬ 
tomer representatives to ensure 
that the products we procure and 
supply are the best available. 
I lowevcr, without feedback from 
the users we can only assume 
that they are content with the 
products thev receive. - A. 
Campion, DCIPT. Bicester, 


DEDICATED Ft SPECIAL PKKMtociuN 1u 

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCESS OF WALES. 

BACCHANTE YALSE 
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One for 
the boys 

FURTHER to the article and 
your editorial about King 
George V (April issue) I was 
particularly interested in the 
reference to his cruise in 
HMS Bacchante, undertak¬ 
en with his brother Eddy 
when both were midship¬ 
men under training. 

Amongst my fairly large 
collection of Naval illustrat¬ 
ed music covers I have a 
piece. The Bacchante \false 
composed by the Earl of 
Dunsmore and dedicated to 
their mother, the Princess of 
Wales, which features por¬ 
traits of the royal pair. 

The composition is a live¬ 
ly tune, but unfortunately 
there are no published 
lyrics. - C. Bowden, 
Malvern. 

MY wife's grandfather Henry 
Frederick Carter served in 
the gunboat HMS Thrush as 
Gunner in 1891 when Prince 
George was First 
Lieutenant. Henry had 
entered the Royal Navy as a 
Boy 2nd Class at HMS St 
Vincent in 1874. 

He also served with the 
Prince in HMS Crescent 
between 1898 and 1902 
when the Prince was 
Captain and she was 
Flagship of the Americas 
and West Indies Fleet. 

On return to the UK in 
1902, Henry was appointed 
as Gunner to the Royal 
Yacht Victoria and Alberrt, 
in which he served until 
1911, being promoted Chief 
Gunner in 1907 and 
Lieutenant in 1911. 

He was made an MVO and 
retained for the duration of 
World War I, retiring in 1919 
as a lieutenant commander. 
He died at Portsmouth on 
February 11,1934 at the age 
of 73. - K. Hindmarsh, 
Stockton on Tees. 
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Stuart Sound 
almost heard 
HMS Rapid’s 
last gasp 


WITH regard to ‘Rapid sounds last gasp in Rosyth’ (April issue), 
I was a stoker on board HMS Volagc when, accompanied by 
HMS Rapid and I IMS Saumarez, we entered a Jap-held harbour 
in the Andaman Islands, Stuart Sound. 


We had been assured by Naval 
intelligence that no heavy guns 
were present there. How wrong 
could they be? As soon as Rapid 
entered the harbour she came 
under fire from Japanese 6in guns 
and was hit several times and dis¬ 
abled. 

Saumarez immediately turned 
and went alongside Rapid to tow 
her to safety while Volagc circled 
the two ships, drawing the fire and 
putting down a smoke screen. 

Saumarez succeeded in towing 
Rapid to safety, hut during the 
Volagc’s covering manoeuvres she 
was hit several times, fortunately 
not in a very vital spot. 

With heroic workmanship the 
engineers from Rapid and 
Saumarez were able to get Rapid 
moving again and she was able to 
get back to port under her own 
steam. - L. Atkinson, Stockport 


Oil hits 
the fan 

THE ARTICLE in March about 
the Stalker 13515 brought back 
memories of L3516, Striker. I 
served in her from 1955-57 in 
Malta as part of the Amphibious 
Warfare Squadron. The power 
pack, so called, comprised open 
front boilers and triple expansion 
reciprocating engines. 

One funny moment came when 
I was auxiliary watchkeeping and a 
oung stoker came for some 
leavy Mineral Oil to lubricate the 
fan. Problem was, he put the oil 
into the fan intake! Everyone who 
has served in a boiler room knows 
where the Stoker PO stood - right 
under the fan. - R. James, 
Bridgend 


4 or more years' 

No Claim Discount? 

Cheaper car insurance 
from esure 


esure only insures drivers with 4 or more 
years' No Claim Discount. That means you 
won't be subsidising careless drivers, 
so you could save up to 30%! 

Call now or buy online 

0845 603 4481 

please quote NAVY 


. extra 

*°% off] 

[f buy 
°nlj ne 1 


esure.com 


esure 


a Halifax and Bank of Scotland company 


'Like all insurers, there may be circumstances where we are unable to provide a quote. Quotations 
are available subject to normal underwriting criteria to people aged 21-75 with 4 or more years' 
No Claim Discount. Not available in Northern Ireland or the Channel Islands. Member ol the 
General Insurance Standards Council. Calls may be monitored and recorded for security and 
service quality. MPT 178/10x2 



The Royal Navy 
& Royal Marines 
Children’s Fund 

Palron: Her Majesty the Queen 

KcviUrmt Chttnlv Stt 107*01$ 


HISTORY 

Children of the Royal Naval Services have 
been supported for over one hundred years 
by the charitable funds, originally as 
orphanages hut now in ways appropriate 
lo present day needs, such as schools, 
homes, special needs establishments, 
holidays and in their own homes in times 
of family crisis. 

AIM 

The Royal Navy & Royal 
Marines Children's Fund 

Formed from The RN & RM Children’s 
Trust and The RN & RM Children’s 


Home is the premier charily for 
providing charitable help to children of 
serving and ex-serving personnel of the 
Royal Navy. Royal Marines. I Tie Queen 
Alexanda Royal Naval Nursing Service, 
the former Women’s Royal Naval Service 
and Che reserves of these forces. 

HOW HELP IS ORGANISED 

Consideration of every circumstance is 
given swift and sympathetic attention by 
people who understand the difficulties of 
service and seafaring life. 

Applications can he made at any time. 
Those seeking assistance can contact the 
office direct for an application form. 


The Royal Navy & Royal Marines Children’s Fund 

311 Twyford Avenue, Stamshaw, Portsmouth P()2 8PE 

Applications and referrals should he made lo: 

Mrs. M. A. Bateman or Mrs. L. Smilh al ihc address above or hy phone Tel: 023 ^263 0534 
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Keith’s 
friends 
set up 
TVust 

CHIEF Petty Officer Steve 
Vitali has set up a trust with 
friends to help a former Naval 
mechanic Keith Trelfa who is 
battling against terminal can¬ 
cer. 

Keith, now aged 39 and living in 
Manchester, was a Leading 
Aircraft Mechanic for many years 
at RNAS Portland and a popular 
member of the local Weymouth 
community. 

A veteran of the Falklands War 
in HMS Penelope, Keith joined 
the Navy in 1980 and among his 
claims to fame is a long history of 
the Field Gun, including a rare 
success as a member of MMS 
Osprey’s only winning crew in the 
Brickwoods competition. 

Stephen Vitali and Sandra 
Reynolds, the two organisers, have 
set up the Keith Trelfa Family 
Trust to provide some financial 
help to Keith, his wife Pauline and 
daughter during the months 
ahead. 

Steve said: “Keith recently 
moved into a local hospice where 
his family arc constantly at his 
bedside. 

“We are presently attempting to 
enrol Keith on an experimental 
treatment programme at 
Birmingham’s Queen Elizabeth’s 
Hospital, which may require finan¬ 
cial assistance.” 

For more information or to 
make donations, contact Steve on 
01305 812240 or 07811 397586. 

Jailbreakers 
on the run 

A FLAM from the Sick Quarters 
at I IMS Drake got out of jail free, 
passed ‘Go* and collected more 
than £200 in a charity jailhrcak. 

The ten turned their escape 
from Dartmoor Prison into a 
Monopoly hoard run around the 
landmarks of Ixmdon. 

Dressed as gangsters and molls, 
the team sought sponsorship and 
collected money over their trip to 
London and current estimates 
stand at about £1.000 raised for 
Vraneh House School in Exeter 
and for the Royal Naval 
Benevolent Trust. 

Two members of the nursing 
staff from RNAS Culdrose also 
took part in the break for freedom, 
and set off with high hopes of 
reaching the furthest point possi¬ 
ble from Dartmoor, Chatham 
Island in the Pacific. 

Sadly the intrepid duo only got 
as far as London, but better luck 
next year! 


■ FORMER Navy man Dave 
Bryerley is marking his fiftieth 
birthday on June 26 with the 
donation of £600 to local pri¬ 
mary schools in his area. 

Dave, who served from 
1969-78 and was a Radio 
Electrical Artificer, left the ser¬ 
vice as a result of a back injury 
sustained early in his career. 

Dave is donating £200 worth 
of sports equipment to three 
local Warwickshire schools, 
Southam Primary, St James* C 
of E Primary and St Mary’s RC 
Primary. 

Dave has been donating to 
local schools for a number of 
years, and said: “I just decided 
to give something back.” 

■ THREE volunteers from the 
Medical Centre at RNAS 
Culdrose have been training 
young people in basic first aid 
under a project organised by 
Voluntary Services Overseas 
(VSO) and the Prince’s Trust. 

PO Karen Surtees, MA Andy 
Wileox and MA Robbie Mackay 
trained 18 young people from all 
over the UK and Tanzania. 

■ HMS RALEIGH Artificer 
Apprentices were recently to 
be found in the playground of 
Torpoint Infant School, but 
their time there was not spent 
in play. The 22 trainees laid a 
new patio area, and fixed and 
painted the existing playhous¬ 
es and sheds around the play¬ 
ground. 

Headmistress Debbie 

Snookes said: “The hard work 
of the apprentices was greatly 
appreciated and the fruits of 
their labours will be enjoyed by 
the children for many terms to 
come.” 

■ THE DIRECTORATE of 
Naval Recruiting has provided a 
new basketball kit to the Tamar 
Valley Cannons Under-14s team 
that displays the Royal Navy logo. 

WO Micky Northficld RM from 
the Plymouth Armed Forces 
Careers Office said: “Sports and 
fitness is an integral part of being 
in the Armed Forces. 

“The Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines Careers Service see this 
type of sponsorship as an excellent 
way of promoting the Services 
while helping young people 
progress in sport and fitness.” 

■ THE FLEET Electronic 
Warfare Support Group 
(FEWSG) at HMS Collingwood 
earned themselves a new nick¬ 
name when they pitched up to 
help at a local Fareham school. 

Ranvilles Junior School 
were left baffled when new 
computer desks turned up - 
but the instructions were all in 
Swedish! The team from the 
Fareham establishment turned 
up to turn their expertise to 
deskbuilding despite the lack 
of instructions, and earnt 
themselves the new title for 
FEWSG - ‘Fill Everything with 
Wood, Screws and Glue’. 

■ THE ROYAL Naval 
Benevolent Trust has helped for¬ 
mer Navy man Leslie Oak with a 
wheelchair lift. Leslie lives in 
Dover and served in the Navy dur¬ 
ing World War II as a Signalman, 
and the grant of £650 from RNBT 
for a wheelchair lift from his bed¬ 
room to the lounge prevents him 
being confined to one rcx>m. 

• Leslie Oak and his new lift 


British Limbless Ex-Service Men’s Association 

BLESMA provide for those who have suffered the loss of limh(s) in the service of their country and also for their 
dependants, especially, their Widows. Whilst we do not wish to gain new Members, general service life, accidents 
and conflicts such as the current situation in the Gulf Region makes it inevitable that we do. We are here to offer 
advice and assistance in the rehabilitation and recuperation processes especially in the early days following 
their loss. 

For our elder Members our two nursing homes provide permanent residential and convalescent care for them and 
dependants alike. Please consider making a donation or organising a fundraising event or project on our behalf. 
We have much still to do and with your help we shall continue to do so. 

BLESMA, Frankland Moore House, 185-187 High Road, Chadwel! Heath, 
Romford, Essex RM6 6NA 

Tel: 020 8590 1124 Fax: 020 8599 2932 email: hlesma@htconnect.com 
website: www.blesma.org 


THE NAVAL Personel and Family Service 
Community Resource team in the Eastern 
Area had a lot to shout about when they 
held a celebratory bash to thank all the 
hard-working Service and civilian staff who 
had volunteered their help in the 
Portsmouth area. 


Celebrations were loud and proud for 
one of their number. Sharon Paine, a 
Crossley Centre Administrator, has won 
the BBC South Today Community 
Champions Award, highlighting her efforts 
to help the local community. 

The team has continued to work hard, 


organising entertainment and events for 
the families of those who have been 
involved in the War in Iraq. 

For more information on the NPFS (East 
and Overseas) team, they can be reached 
on 023 9252 4511 or visit their website at 
www. mreference. mod.uk. 


Colombian mothers 


ICE-SHIP HMS Endurance paid a call to a maternity 
hospital in Colombia to drop off much-needed med¬ 
ical supplies during the ship’s long journey back to 
her Portsmouth home from the frozen Antarctic. 


The Commanding Officer 
Capl Ian Moncricff was joined 
by the British Ambassador to 
Colombia, Tom Puggin, and 
by two of the ship’s medical 
staff, ship’s doctor Surg Lt 
Callum Gardner and POMA 
Jcz Eden at the Clinica dc 
Maternidad Rafael Calvo at 
Cartagena. 

H MIS Endurance is continuing 
a tradition of Royal Navy ships 
helping the maternity hospital and 
as well as the essential medical 
supplies brought some extra goods 
with money raised on board to 
improve the lives of everyone 
connected with the hospital. 

Although short on funding and 
in a building in poor repair, the 
hospital boasts a dedicated and 
hardworking medical staff 
committed to benefit the local 
community. 

The Cartagena hospital carries 
out some I2,(XX) births each year 
for the women of the local area. 


to Portsmouth from her annual 
deployment to the South Atlantic 
and Antarctica. 

She is expected back in the UK 
in early June, having spent eight 
months away and clocked up over 
40,(XX) miles. 

Her return voyage has seen 
Endurance working at sea in 
the Caribbean and conducting a 
number of visits to South 
American countries such as Chile 
and Colombia. 

But Endurance’s fundraising 
efforts are still under way in the 
final stages of her homeward 
voyage and her ship’s company arc 
intent now on raising money for 
the Lord Mayor of Portsmouth's 
Save a Life Appeal. 

• (Photo left): The British 
Ambassador Tom Duggin and 
Capt Ian Moncrieff, 
Commanding Officer of HMS 
Endurance , with Dr Salvador 
at the Cartagena maternity 
hospital 


Capt Moncrieff said: “The 
humanity and dedication of 
the doctors and nurses is 
impressive and is producing 
primary care for mothers- 
to-be and their new-born 
children in circumstances 
where there would other¬ 
wise be hardship and higher 
mortality. 


“While they are slowly eoming 
to grips with the building repair 
work, the staff focus and effort is 
rightly on equipment and medical 
supplies that will guarantee that 
most basic of human rights - a 
decent birthplace and chance of 
survival.” 

While visiting the hospital the 
guests toured the facilities and 
look lime to talk to the staff and 
patients at the maternity centre. 

This stop in Colombia was part 
of Endurance’s long journey home 
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MG Rover 
Military Sales 
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MG Rover Backing Britain 

WITH DISCOUNTS OF UP TO 25% 

ON MG & ROVER CARS 


FOR THE BRITISH ARMED FORCES 



MG ZR 

Tax Free* and Tax Paid n available across the MG & Rover range 

tTax Free refers to Military Personnel who are posted abroad. ttTax Paid refers to Military Personnel based in the UK. 

A spouse/partner based in the UK is also eligible for Tax Paid discounts. 


Members of the Territorial Army are also eligible for these great offers 


Call today for details on all the great offers from MG Rover 
If you are based in Great Britain call on 08708 30 18 31 

If you are based in Germany call on 216 155 0979 

or alternatively email: military.sales@mg-rover.com 



British Built Cars for all British Armed Forces 
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MCMVs discover 
lost British mines 


ROYAL Navy staff from the Third 
Mine Countermeasures squadron 
(MCM3) headed off to German) 
to take part in Exercise Blue Game 
in early May. 

Located at the German Naval 
Base Olpenitz, Cdr David Bewick 
commanded a multi-national task 
unit of MCM vessels from 
Germany. Denmark. Holland and 
Norway. 

The unit was assigned to the 
Kiel Bight area of the Baltic Sea, 
and during the exercise uncovered 
some 38 mines planted as part of 
the training, but more significantly 
another 20 British World War II 
mines that had lain undetected for 
60 years. 

The area is an important fish 
breeding site so the German 
Fisheries Agency would not allow 
countermining until after the 
spawning season, but the position 
of each mine has been passed to 
the German Navy for safe disposal 
once this ccologically-sensitive 
time has completed. 

In addition to the European 


ships in action, the shore-base had 
an international feel with person¬ 
nel from Canada. Spain and 
Greece who had recently complet¬ 
ed the Mine Warfare Long Course 
at Eurgermin in Belgium. 

Cornwall 
looks back 

HMS CORNWALL, the Type 22 
frigate, conducted a service of 
remembrance on Easter Sunday to 
honour two ships lost at sea during 
World War II. 

The service commemorated the 
sinking of the County-class cruiser 
HMS Cornwall and her sister ship 
HMS Dorsetshire in the Indian 
Ocean. 

The poignancy of the moment 
was not lost among those members 
of the ship's company who had 
friends and family in the Gulf. 

'Hie present HMS Cornwall is 
currently the Flagship for the 
NATO Task Group operating in 
the eastern Mediterranean. 
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SINGLE FEMALE aged 36 
seeks men in uniform for penpals. 

Box June 1 

CURVY, BUBBLY, BLONDE, 

GSOH, 38. Seeks male for 
friendship/fun. Box June 2 

ATTRACTIVE, DIVORCED 40 

something lady seeks male penpal 
45-55 - intelligent. GSOH. 

Box June 3 

PLYMOUTH GIRL, 39. blonde, 
5ft lOinches. Seeks military man for 
friendshi/relationship. Box June 4 

HAMPSHIRE, ATTRACTIVE 

single lady 38. Seeking 
correspondence with naval 
servicemen. Box June 5 

FIT, FAB & 40 (female). Seeks RN 
male 35+ for friendship/relationship. 

Box June 6 

WARM, CARING, fun-loving 
female. 41. Seeks unattchcd 
RN/Marine 35+ for friendship/ 
relationship. Box June 7 

BEAUTIFULL WOMAN, 35 
Wants Forces husband ALA. photo 
appreciated. Box June 8 

FRIENDLY, OUTGOING cx- 
Navy Nurse (40). Seeks guys 30-50 
for correspondence and fun. 

Box June 9 

FEMALE, 31. Seeks CDO Pilot 
who likes sking & travel. Must 
supply photo. Box June 10 

SINGLE FEMALE, 33. Likes 
sports and ICT. Seeks male 
penfriends. Box June H 


BHAVINI (FEMALE), 30. Seeks 
lonely salors/marines for special 
correspondence, friendship, future 
socializing. 30+. Box June 12 
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LINK LINE is a British Registered 
Charity committed to bringing people 
together as pen friends. Get to know 
a companion or partner, like yourself. 

before you meet. Just exchange 
letters until you feel comfortable with 
your new friend. 

Details: SAE; Linkline (NN), 
Box 7358. LONDON N1 5QF. 


4MM.SSMCNU 
MM CLUB 

Make new friends today to write to 
and meet. Ages 18-80 UK + 
overseas. For details send S.A.E. to 

AS PC, PO Box 572, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire SY3 5YR 


ENJOY WRITING LETTERS? 

feeling lonely? we have penpals in 
the UK. waiting to find new penpals 
in the UK forces, stationed all over 
the world. A chatroom will be 
arriving shortly on the website. 
For an application form visit 
www.forcespenpals.co.uk 
or tel/fax 01274 814242 
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• LPO(STD) Mark Harvey steers a US Coast Guard helicopter on to HMS Iron Duke's flight deck 


Iron Duke teaches US Coast 
Guard to fly the British way 


TYPE 23 frigate HMS Iron Duke has been 
on an informal visit to Key West in Florida. 

During their visit, the ship took a chance to 
exercise with the United States Coast Guard 
(USCG). 

Under the careful eye of PO(STD) Mark 
Harvey, one of three Flight Deck Officers (FDOs) 
on the Portsmouth-based frigate, a Dolphin 
helicopter was marshalled onto the flight deck. 

The helicopter carried out several ‘ship-con- 
trolled approaches’ to the Royal Navy frigate so 


that the USCG pilots could practice approaching 
the ship’s flight deck in the British way. 

The initial flight was conducted by Lt Steve 
Bolton of the Royal Navy who is presently on 
exchange at the USCG station in Miami, one of 
the busiest sea rescue units in the world. 

Iron Duke is now back on duty as the Atlantic 
Patrol Tasking North, conducting counter-drug 
operations around the West Indies. 

In this role she works closely with the USCG 
detecting and monitoring suspect vessels in the 
Caribbean. 


Somerset sets 
off for Baltic 


TYPE 23 frigate HMS 
Somerset set off from 
Plymouth in mid-May for a 
six-week deployment that 
will take her to the Baltic 
and see her take part in 
exercises both military and 
vocal. 

The main focus of her stint 
away will be a multinational 
maritime exercise called BAL- 
TOPS 2003, where 18 allied 
nations will work together. 

This exercise is conducted in the 
spirit of Partnership for Peace and 
provides a basis for promoting 
mutual understanding among the 
participants, both NATO and non- 
NATO. 

Somerset is due to visit a num¬ 
ber of the countries in the area, 
including Riga in Latvia during 
the end of May - the weekend of 
the Eurovision Song Contest! 

The ship’s company will he on 

Gloucester back 

TYPE 42 HMS Gloucester is hack 
at sea after a massive overhaul. 

The destroyer spent 15 months 
at Devonport Naval Base in 
Plymouth being fitted with new 
engines, a more efficient fuel sys¬ 
tem and three new mini-sewage 
treatment plants at a cost of £24 
million. 

Her accommodation has also 
been refurbished, and her 
weapons systems and sensors 
worked over. 

Gloucester is now the first of 
her class to have colour, flat- 
screen displays in her operations 
room. 

She is now on a programme of 
sea trials which will culminate in 
her rejoining the Fleet in 
November when she will he read) 
to deploy under her new 
Commanding Officer Cdr 
Malcolm Cree. 


hand to cheer on the UK entry in 
the singing competition. 

Among the other countries she 
will visit arc Estonia, Lithuania, 
Poland, Russia and Germany. 

The Commanding Officer, Cdr 
David Barker, said: “This promises 
to be a busy but enjoyable period. 

“Not only will we have the 
chance to show off our capability 
to 18 other navies, but we will also 
be visiting six very different and 
interesting countries. 

“Of course, separation from our 


TWELVE members of HMS Ark 
Royal’s advance leave party 
were invited to Leeds United’s 
final match of the season, con¬ 
tinuing the link between the 
Premiership football club and 
the aircraft carrier. 

HMS Ark Royal arrived home 
from the Gulf on Saturday, May 
17, and an advance party flew 
back early to be refreshed and 
ready to take on shipwatching 
duties while the rest of the 
ship’s company returned to 
their much-missed families 
and homes. 

The affiliation began in 
earnest last year when the 
football club presented the 
carrier with a brand new strip. 

The twelve Navy visitors 
were able to present the Club 
chairman, Professor 

Mackenzie, with a framed pho¬ 
tograph of Ark Royal’s team in 
the Leeds United kit which they 
wore in a match against a local 
team in Salalah. Oman. 

Before the kick-off for Leeds 
United’s f.nal game, the crowd 
were treated to a 3-minute 
video showing HMS Ark Royal 


loved ones is never easy but. for 
me, this challenge and variety is 
what being in the Royal Navy is all 
about.” 

The time away will also give the 
Navy warship a chance to pass on 
the greetings from the Mayor of 
Plymouth to the Mayor of Gdynia, 
Plymouth’s twinned city in Poland. 

Members of the ship’s company 
have plans to visit a number of 
children’s homes in Lithuania and 
Russia to deliver much-needed 
toys and clothes. 


and her aircraft in action during 
Operation Telic. 

Then at halftime, the Ark 
Royal crew were paraded on 
the pitch before the packed 
crowd, and in an interview PO 
Steve Winter, a player in the 
Ark Royal soccer team, 
explained the link between 
ship, city and Leeds United. 

The day ended with a chance 
for the Ark Royal personnel to 
meet Leeds players and their 
new manager, Peter Reid. 

Navy on the stage 

THE Royal Navy will he in a dif¬ 
ferent theatre in mid-July when 
the Naval acting troupe The 
Really Necessary Travelling Actors 
will lake to the stage with their 
production of Mon. 

The play, adapted from Terry 
Pratchett’s book, will run from 
Tuesday July 15 to Saturday July 
19 at the New Theatre Royal in 
Portsmouth. 

Tickets cost £5. with conces¬ 
sions £4 and a prize for the best 
Discworld fancy-dress on the 
Saturday niuht. Box Office on 023 
9264 9000. 


Ark Royal crew make 
it to Leeds final match 



OCEAN-SURVEY ship HMS 
Scott returned to Devonport 
in mid-May after survey opera¬ 
tions in the Indian Ocean and 
the Gulf of Aden. 

But this will be for a brief main¬ 
tenance period before sailing once 
more in June to continue her work 
in the North Atlantic. 

The maintenance was originally 
scheduled to take place in the Gulf 
in April, but was delayed and 
relocated due to the conflict in 
Iraq. 

This meant that the ship could 
complete her tasking in the area 
without any loss to her pro¬ 
gramme. 

Since leaving Plymouth last 
October, HMS Scott has surveyed 
ovei 26,000 nautical miles - the 
equivalent of more than one 
complete circuit around the world 

Commanding Officer Cdr 
Derek Turner said: “I have been 
thoroughly impressed with the 
professionalism and dedication of 
the crew. 

“The crew should all be very 
proud of their achievements in the 
iast seven months; they brought a 
ship back into the fleet and even 
though very lean manned proved 
her worldwide capability.” 

Their focus on the job has not 
prevented the ship’s company 
from finding time to raise over 
£1,000 for their adopted charity, 
the Child Development Centre at 
Scott Hospital in Plymouth. 

Falklands goal 
(or Gold Rover 

ROYAL FLEET Auxiliary Tanker 
RFA Gold Rover sailed from 
Plymouth in early May to take 
on a mammoth deployment 
that is scheduled to last until 
the end of 2004 as the Atlantic 
Patrol Tanker (South). 

The 11,500-tonne fleet 
tanker will be based in the 
Falklands, providing support to 
British Forces in that area, and 
to RN and allied warships in 
the South Atlantic. 

Gold Rover is not expected 
to arrive at the Falklands until 
the beginning of June, after a 
long passage that will see her 
calling in at Gibraltar, Dakar, 
Senegal and Freetown, Sierra 
Leone. 

Her two sister ships are both 
away on deployment, RFA Grey 
Rover is part of Naval Task 
Group 03, and RFA Black 
Rover is the Atlantic Patrol 
Tanker (North) operating 
around the Caribbean. 

The three Rover-class 
tankers replenish warships 
while under way with fuel oil, 
aviation fuel, lubricants, fresh 
water and limited amounts of 
dry cargo and refrigerated 
stores. 

Southampton to 
Scottish shores 

TYPE 42 destroyer HMS 
Southampton will begin her 
campaign to bring the Royal Navy 
into the public eye at the 
International Festival of the Sea at 
Edinburgh from May 23-26. 

This is the first of a scries of 
visits that will take place around 
the coast of Scotland and 
Northern England promoting the 
Royal Navy. 

Other stopping points in her 
summer tour include Glasgow. 
Aberdeen, Dundee and 
Newcastle. 

During the Scottish Festival at 
the port of Leith. HMS 
Southampton will play host to a 
royal visitor Princess Anne as part 
of the celebrations. 

Non-Royals will also have the 
chance to explore the destroyer 
over the Festival, as she will he 
open to visitors throughout the 
period. 

Anyone wanting tickets for the 
International Festival of the Sea 
should call 0870 013 40 60 or 0131 
473 2000. 
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Groundbreaking filming 
for TV's Making Waves 


THH PRODUCTION crew for Carlton TV arc breaking 
new ground in their filming approach to the new Naval 
drama Making Waves . 


This will be the first drama 
series of this nature to he 
filmed entirely using the next 
generation of mini-DV digital 
cameras. 

Conventional TV production 
cameras arc large and bulky, and 
these miniaturised digital versions 
arc better suited to the somewhat 
restricted conditions to he found 
on hoard one of Her Majesty's 
warships. 

Producer Philip Shelley said: 
“We are pleased to be pioneering 
and breaking new ground in this 
way.” 

Each day over three hours of 
footage go back to the Carlton 
production offices which arc set¬ 
tled in a building in the heart of 
Portsmouth Naval Base Just under 
the prow of the Navy’s flagship 
HMS Victory. 

Every minute of the footage is 
digitised and put together into a 
rough cut at the sophisticated edit¬ 
ing suites using statc-of-the art 
Avid editing software. 

There are three dedicated Navy 
personnel committed to support¬ 
ing the film crew: Lt Cdr Kevin 
Fincher, WO Dave Allport and LS 
Sarah Worthy. 

The three offer invaluable 
expertise on the ins and outs of 
Naval life, and can even keep an 
eye on the finer details of correct 
uniform, posture and slang. 

But the Naval trio have not 


been able to resist their chance in 
the limelight, and at random 
points in the drama can be spied as 
extras in the backgrounds of the 
filmed scenes. 

There are usually about 60 per¬ 
sonnel on any one day tied up in 
the daily shinning production, but 
this number can swell to almost 
150, most of whom will be on set 
involved in the actual filming. 

The equipment and paraphena- 
lia that go with TV filming is 
immense, and the unit base in the 
naval base is bolstered with wag¬ 
ons for make-up and costume, a 
galley, and trucks for cameras, 
electrics and lighting. 

Days arc long with an average 
day’s filming starting at 7am and 
extending to after 7pm, with the 
times shifting right or left for gru¬ 
elling night shoots. 

Filming began on March 24 and 
takes place six days a week. 
Everything is due to be finished 
towards the end of June, with a 
broadcast date expected later in 
the autumn of this year. 

Filming has been going on 
around the Portsmouth area, with 
I IMS Grafton serving as the main 
filming platform but the film crew 
have also been out and about in 
Fareham and Gosport. 

Some scenes have been filmed 
at the Navy’s sinking ship training 
simulator, the Damage Repair 
Instructional Unit (DRIU) at 
IIMS Excellent in Whale Island. 



• Dramatic scenes of a rescue on a damaged fishing vessel filmed at the sinking ship simulator, the 
Damage Repair Instructional Unit (DRIU) at HMS Excellent, Whale Island Picture: Tony Nutiey. Carlton tv 
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Top London 
hotel says 
thanks to 
Forces 


RAFFLES Brown’s hotel in the 
heart of London have stepped for¬ 
ward to offer a special rate to cur¬ 
rently-serving members of the 
British Armed Forces as a way of 
saying thank you for all tneir 
efforts in the Gulf and around the 
world. 

The historic five-star hotel is 
only minutes walk from Green 
Park and Picadilly Circus and is 
slashing the cost of its premium- 
quality rooms by more than half. 

The usual rate for a standard 
room is £432 but Brown’s are 
offering the British military the 
rooms at a cost of £145, with simi¬ 
lar reductions on their superior, 
executive and even four-poster 
suites dropping from £620.75 to 
just £250 (all costs are per room). 

The rates arc valid until 
September 7, 2003, and include 
VAT and breakfast. 

For more information visit the 
hotel’s website on www.raffles- 
brownshotel.com or telephone 
0207 493 6020 and be sure to 
quote reference military. 

Wrens website 
launched 

THE ASSOCIATION of Wrens is 
online and hoping to catch the 
attention of women currently serv¬ 
ing in the Navy, in addition to cx- 
Wrens, QARNNS and Reservists. 

This initiative is part of a new 
approach ‘Looking to the Future’ 
focusing on how the Association 
can attract a greater number of 
women, especially those who 
served in recent decades, to add to 
their already broad membership. 

For more information, visit the 
website on www.wrens.org.uk or 
call 0207 932 0111. 


Life Cover from NAAFI Financial 

Peace of mind and a saving of: 

£1,485 


We’ll search the major life 
assurance providers and find 
the policy that best suits your 
needs and budget. 


NAAFI Financial 

£11.20 

Eagle Star Direct 

£16.15 

Marks & Spencer 

£15.25 

Prudential 

£14.09 

BUPA 

£13.79 


Do you have a mortgage? 

Do you want to protect your 
family’s future? 

Do you want to protect 
yourself from loss of income 
from contracting a critical 
illness? 

Do you want to save money 
on your existing premium? 


Visit one of our Branches, telephone us or go to: www.naafi-financial.com 

00800 0001 02 03 

(Free from the UK & Germany) 

+44 1722 342 245 

(From the rest of the world) 


MtMBcn ‘Premiums are based on £100,000 of life cover for a 25-year term for a 35-year-old non-smoking male in good health. 
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■ EIGHT members of IIMS 
Cornwall’s ship's eompany have 
been recognised with Herbert Lott 
awards for their hard work and 
contribution to life on board the 
lype 22 frigate. 

CPOs Overvoorde, Shcather, 
Wilton, POs Neville, Fergus. 
Wallis, LWEM Jones and LSA 
C hapman were nominated by their 
Commanding Officer Capt Simon 
Charlier. 

Capt Charlier said: “It is a great 
honour to present these awards as 
a visible recognition of the high 
standards achieved through excep¬ 
tional hard work beyond their 
usual duty from these fine Service 
men and women." 

Cornwall is currently deployed 
in the Mediterranean as the 
Flagship to Standing Naval Force 
Atlantic. 

■ A ROYAL Marine has come 
up trumps in the RN&RM 
Sports Lottery. Mne ‘Taft’ 
James, a driver with the UK 
Landing Force Command 
Support Group won £5,000 
while deployed on Operation 
Telic in the Gulf. 

Mne James has been over¬ 
whelmed by his increased 
popularity in the squadron and 
inundated with numerous sug¬ 
gestions from all his new ‘best 
friends’ on the best way to frit¬ 
ter away his winnings - none of 
which would be to his benefit! 

■ THE LAST LWEM(0)s 
Qualifying Course in the Navy has 
gone through the Maritime 
Warfare School. 

The branch is now closed after 
the appearance of the Operator 
Maintainor specialisation. 

The last 13 Leading Weapon 
Engineering Mechanics 

^Ordnance) all passed and should 
by now have all been uprated to 
their new rank. 

■ THE Senior Rates at the 
Maritime Warfare School in 
Dryad could not let the Radar, 
Sonar and Gunnery branch 
pass over to its new title with¬ 
out a final farewell ceremony. 

On April 1 the Radar, Sonar 
and Gunnery branch changed 
over to the AWT(Radar), 
UM(Sonar) and AWW(Gunnery) 
and some 60 Senior Rates 
pulled together to wish good¬ 
bye to the Operations branch. 

■ A GROUP from the Midlands 
branch of the Royal Naval Patrol 
Service Association paid tribute to 
a wartime comrade Jim 
Whitchousc. 

Jim served with minesweepers 
throughout World War II after 
signing up at the outbreak. 

Jim had died last year after a 
long illness but his friends had not 
been able to get together to say 
goodbye until this year. 

Alf Baker, ‘Dutch’ Holland, 
Len Price, Norman Lcavcslcy, 
Arthur Young and Len Turner 
conducted a moving ceremony at 
the graveside. 

■ OLD SHIPMATES got togeth¬ 
er for a 60th reunion in honour 
of the HMS Coventry that was 
sunk by air attack in the 
Mediterranean in 1942. 

A special service was held in 
Coventry Cathedral where a 
wreath was laid in memory of 
those lost. 

• Left to right: J. Gough, J. 
Johnson, E.J. Hayes and D. 
Arthurs from the 1942 HMS 
Coventry 


• CPO Billy Fowler receives his Phalanx Trophy 

Nottingham crewman 
wins Phalanx prize 

The annual Phalanx Trophy pro- Phalanx system operational, 
sentation has gone to CPC) Billy Rob Warne, Phalanx 
Fowler of HMS Nottingham. Programme Manager UK, pre- 

The award recognises Billy's sented the award to Billy along 
great competence as a maintainor with a cheque for £400 for the 
and his high ability to keep the Ship's Welfare Fund. 


MAY forty years ago saw the last National 
Serviceman demobbed and returned to civil¬ 
ian life - the anniversary sparked a few 
memories for one man who was drafted in to 
the Navy for National Service in 1953. 

A flick hack through the yellowed pages of his 
old log* book brought to light cartoons that 
summed up his experiences in the Navy, and per¬ 
haps will he familiar to many others who also 
hark back to those years. 

Ron Fountainc now makes his living as a travelling 
artist on board cruise ships around the world, so it 
seems those years in the Navy got Ron bitten by the sea¬ 
faring bug. 

His first experiences of Naval life were at HMS 
Raleigh in July 1953 as part of Hawkins Division (prev. 
26X new entry class), where his towering height earnt 
him the nickname of Lofty from his classmates. 

The drawings here were done while Ron went 
through a Prelimary Advancement Course on board 
HMS Dunkirk as a Petty Officer Potential, and capture 
particularly memorable moments in his road to great¬ 
ness - caught asleep in the engincroom and rushing 
from the heads to the jackstaff as pipes got more 
urgent. 

He vividly remembers the moment when he tripped 
in the passage holding a bucket of dirty water. “The 
Chief Mechanician politely stood aside for me. The 
square bucket contained the filthy water resulting from 
scrubbing the mess deck. 

“He was not pleased. He called me names," Ron 
commented dryly. “These incidents all happened - but 
I still passed.” 

He added: “The training that I and my pal Terry 
Dennis had was in no way a diluted form of that of the 
regulars. Indeed, we were both made up to Acting 
Leading Engineer Mechanics after our demob. 

“Not bad for a commercial artist and a printer." 
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A: Ships Wheel 
Wall Clock 


To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 - or write to: 
The Business Manager, Navy News, Portsmouth POI 3HH 


I A 

KhcTUAi. 




This piece is made from solid walnut wood which 
gives it a rich deep lustre. Bold roman numerals on 
the dial give the impression of age. In a study or 
over a fire place it conjures up images of the past. 
A beautiful piece. 

Battery operated. 20 inches in diameter. 

(Batteries not included). 

£24.95 inc p&p UK 
£29.43 inc p&p Europe 
£35.01 inc p&p O/Sea 

B: Wall Clock 

Lovely edition to anyone's kitchen. Made from 
wood with an authentic 'aged' anchor picture. 
Reliable quart; movement. 

Battery operated. 31cm in diameter. 

(Batteries not included). 

£11.99 inc p&p UK 
£13.11 inc p&p Europe 
£15.61 inc p&p O/Sea 


C: Ships Wheel 
Mantle Clock 


The clock surround sits on 
a solid wooden base. 

Polished brass inlay strips 
surround the clock face. 

On a mantle piece or desk it 
conjures up images of the sea. 
Battery operated. 33cm High. 


(Batteries not included). 


£19.99 inc p&p UK 
£21.59 inc p&p Europe 


£24.39 inc p&p O/Sea 


News in brief 


£> CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD 

Reproduced with the permowon of 
the Controller HMSO 


Every picture 


tens a story 


Triple score 
in AIB test 

FOR HMS Norfolk it’s been 
a triple success with three 
members of the CPOs 
Mess passing their 
Admiralty Interview Board 
in quick succession. 

CPO Wren, CCMEA 
Clemmit and CPOMEA 
Morrison all passed at 
their first attempt and are 
now waiting to hear back 
from the BRNC Dartmouth 
on Senior Upper Yardmen 
entry for this year. 

Their achievement is 
even more impressive 
against the backdrop of 
Norfolk’s busy commit¬ 
ment to Operation Fresco, 
committing them to fire 
stations. 
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Peo ple in the News 



Naval wife 
so proud of 
motivated 
mother 

DIANE Bryan’s mum has 
been putting her heart and 
soul into supporting the 
Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines units out in the 
Gulf involved in Operation 
Telic. 

Dot Woodger was fired up 
when she heard about the 
Yellow Ribbon campaign 
where people were encour¬ 
aged to wear a yellow ribbon 
in support of the troops in the 
recent Iraq War. 

Dot made herself a yellow 
ribbon and wore it proudly - 
this led to enquiries from 
friends and members of the 
public at her Tesco workplace 
where they too could get hold 
of these ribbons. 

Keen to make sure that the 
country knew that many peo¬ 
ple supported the troops out 
in the Gulf, Dot bought 250 
yards of ribbon and 1,000 pins 
to make up the little badges 
for folk who wanted them. 

Meanwhile to make sure the 
troops knew they were cared 
about. Dot was packing up 
shoeboxes full of socks and 
suncreams, playing cards and 
puzzles and sending them out 
to individual ships and units, 
under the guidance of her 
son-in-law PO Stan Bryan of 
HMS Sultan. 

Each box bears the label 
“To my boys and girts in the 
Gulf, take care, love Dot”, and 
to date 26 boxes have been 
sent out. 

Although hostilities are all 
but over, Dot’s work has not 
finished. With some ships and 
RM units still in the area, Dot’s 
now setting out to combat 
boredom and her packs from 
home are still being sent out 
with goodies to relieve life 
away. 

Daughter Diane said: “I’m 
so proud of her. It’s all off her 
own bat completely. 

“She should have an award 
for everything that she does 
for charity.” 

Apparently Dot had decided 
to give up charity efforts this 
year but once the conflict 
kicked off she could not stand 
by and not do all she could to 
help those Service personnel 
away from home. 

Diane added: “Even when 
we were on the bus on the 
way back from the Army and 
Navy rugby game she made 
me do a whipround.” 

Dot is turning any donations 
into more goodie boxes that 
are winging their way out to 
specific units in the Gulf. 

To her delight, she has 
already heard back from some 
of her beneficiaries but her 
one priority is to help. 


Liam youngest 
to be awarded 
Military Cross 


A ROYAL Marine from 45 
Commando has become 
the youngest non-officer 
ever to be awarded the 
Military Cross (MC), one 
of Britain’s highest military 
honours, for his actions 
during operations in 
Afghanistan last year. 

Mnc Liam Armstrong is one 
of 95 Service personnel to 
receive awards in the 
Operational Honours List 
(April to September 2002). 

Liam (23) from Carlisle, and 
based at RM Condor in Arbroath, 
was awarded the MC following: 
“outstanding bravery, initiative 
and leadership, well beyond his 
rank and service experience,” 
whilst deployed on Operation 
Jacana in Afghanistan from April 
to July 2002. 

Whilst on Operation Buzzard in 
the Al Qaeda heartland to investi¬ 
gate a compound thought to con¬ 
tain extremist militia and weapons, 
a patrol from Zulu Company came 
across a pocket of resistance. 

Liam decided to seize the 
moment He forced entry to 
the compound and was fol¬ 
lowed in by his colleague, 
Mne McCann, but found 
themselves confronting 
nine armed men. 

Liam levelled his weapon and 
succeeded in getting the men to 
surrender, relieved them of their 
weapons, and kept them as prison¬ 
ers until the rest of the team could 
assist - all without a shot being 
fired. 

After this initial assault, LJam 
then had the task of controlling an 
aggressive crowd. 

Again he excelled, maintaining 
order, quelling flashpoints, and 
even recognising and detaining an 
escaped prisoner in the midst of 
the crowd, without causing injury 
to himself, his team or the crowd. 

When Liam was notified of the 
award he initially thought it was a 
joke: “My Mum and Dad received 
the letter at home and were so 
excited they called me straight 
away,” said Liam. 

“I was gobsmacked but thought 
the MC was only for officers, so I 
took the letter to my bosses think¬ 
ing it was a wind-up - and they all 
thought it was a wind-up too. 



• Mne Liam Armstrong , the youngest non-officer ever to be 
awarded the Military Cross 


“Obviously I’m over the moon 
to receive such an honour, which is 
also a credit to all my fellow 
marines in Zulu Company. 

“I don’t think I did anything 
especially brave - 1 just knew we 
needed to gain the upper hand and 
get on top of the situation. In the 
heat of the moment you don’t 
think, you just act, and all the 
training you’ve had makes it come 
naturally. 

“I’m proud to have been part of 
Operation Jacana in Afghanistan; 
we had a great team out there and 
45 Commando did a top job.” 

Maj Rich Stephens MBE was 
commanding Zulu Company dur¬ 
ing Operation Jacana, and nomi¬ 
nated Liam for the award. 

“I’m very pleased that Marine 
Armstrong is receiving the Military 
Cross for his bravery. The entire 
team showed high professional 
conduct throughout this specific 
operation, but Armstrong’s actions 
stand out as being truly exception¬ 


al and deserving of permanent 
recognition.” 

Brig Roger Lane, who has 
been awarded the CBE for 
his role as Commander of 
Task Force Jacana, added: 

“I am delighted that the 
magnificent efforts of so 
many individuals deployed 
on Operation Jacana have 
been recognised in the 
Honours List, but my great¬ 
est admiration goes to 
Marine Armstrong. 

“His extraordinary bravery 
achieved a peaceful surrender 
from the enemy, and immediately 
defused a volatile situation, which 
was threatening our long-term 
relations in the area. The Military 
Cross is a most fitting award for 
such an exemplary performance.” 

Formerly the Military Cross was 
just for officers but after a review 
in 1993 is now available both to 
officers and other ranks. 



CAPTAIN Trevor Soar, Captain of HMS Invincible, presents a cake from the aircraft carrier to the King George’s Fund for Sailors at the 
big KGFS dinner during the Battle of the Atlantic commemorations in Liverpool in early May. The cake, made by Leading Chef Sandy 
Norm, took 37 hours to make, including 12 hours baking time and weighed lOlbs. picture: PO(Ptx>t) Paul Smith 



FOR anyone in the Navy the role of ‘body under the car’ would not 
be a tempting offer during a disaster relief exercise at the Hag 
Officer Sea Training organisation. 

But Jacqui Chivers, the FOST facilities manager, volunteered 
and spent a cold and wet morning on the Distex site at Devonport 
Naval Base during an exercise with the FGS Luebreck. 


Two thrown into the 
deep end with the 
Royal Marines 


SAMIR Gadawala and Paul 
Buckley may have got more 
than they bargained for when 
they entered a national Royal 
Navy competition featured in 
FHM magazine. 

The two won a thrcc-day trip to 
Norway, but ideas of majestic 
mountain scenery and roaring fires 
in log cabins were soon banished 
when the duo joined the Royal 
Marines in Arctic training - some 
of the toughest military training 
known to man. 

Samir said: “When I first won 
the competition 1 was really excit¬ 
ed that fd be learning to ski and 
travel behind a skidoo. I imagined 
it would be amazing, although I 
don’t like the cold too much. 

“The reality didn’t really hit me 


until I arrived in Norway to a win¬ 
try wilderness and was shown how 
to make my own snow survival 
shelter - then 1 had to sleep in it!” 

“The three days were action- 
packed and incredibly challenging, 
especially the ice-cutting exercise. 
I just had to forget about being 
afraid, be brave and remember 
what I’d been shown.” 

Paul added: “There were no 
downsides to the experience! 

“It was a lot of fun and enjoy¬ 
ment. All the exercises gave a 
sense of self-satisfaction and pride 
on being completed. The whole 
trip was made easier by the fun 
approach shown by the Marines. 

He concluded: “A totally satisfy¬ 
ing, fun and unforgettable, once- 
in-a-lifetime trip!” 


Digital Computer Camera Systems 

Have all your Photographic and Imaging requirements resolved in one 
go. Have your Digital Images, Negatives or Print's put onto canvas, DVD, 
CD or enlarged. We will create your own image library. For full details 
please visit www.dccsystems.co.uk Email: sales@dccsystems.co.uk 
or Write to PO Box 194, Gillingham, Kent ME7 3JB. 

Text or Tel 07956 626274. Fax: 08717 333509 or 08717 333510. 

Leave your name address, & contact details we will call you back. Discount 
For serving members of HM Forces. International Orders Welcome. 


RENOWNED HOUDAYS 

Up to 20% off brochure prices! 


Renowned Holidays Breakaways Club is 
pleased to offer all Royal Navy Personnel up 
to 20% discount on brochure prices. 

Weekend Brea** start from £67! 
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Renowned Holiday Villages are 
located at Hayling Island, 
Hampshire and Ryde on the Isle of 
Wight. We offer Catered Family 
Breaks, Adult Themed Breaks and 
our Renowned Gold Breaks which 
are exclusively aimed at the over 
50s market which include Turkey & 
Tinsel, Golden Days & Do You 
Remember When 


OFFER CODE: BAWnavy 

quo** to obtain dbcot/n* 

Visit our website at 
www.renowned.co.uk 


Our 2003 Cabaret Calendar 
includes Swingin 60's. Cabaret 
Explosion, Cockney Weekend, 70's 
& 80's and Golden Age of Pop! 

Facilities available include Heated 
Indoor & Outdoor Pools, Bubble 
Pools with Flumes, Saunas, 
Toboggan Run. Crazy Golf, Pilch & 
Putt, Abseiling and many more 


To request a brochure 

call 023 92469034 or 

email tpgreno wned.co.uk 


Uniforms at Ex Factory Prices 


Turner Virr & Co Ltd are able to offer a full range of Royal 
Navy Officers and Senior Rates uniforms at ex factory 
prices, we also supply caps, miniature medals, 
mounting, gold lacing and other accroutrements. 

Why pay inflated prices when you can buy 
direct from the supplier? 

Contact Fareham 01329 238881 or Raleigh 01752 815586 

NOW 

Email perry.mackney@turnervirr.co.uk 
or visit our web site www.turnervirr.co.uk 


Turner Virr & Co Ltd (Uniform Specialists) 












































• Expedition leader Rod Newman comes face to face with 
one of Pitcairn Island’s eldest residents Mrs Tupen 


F OR TWENTY people it was the adventure of a lifetime, travelling to the 
remote Pitcairn Island and turning back the pages of history to Fletcher 
Christian and the mutiny on the Bounty. The generosity of the Islanders, 
matched with the stunning scenery, diverse wildlife and fabulous diving, led 
to an unforgettable experience. Teamwork, motivation and determination were 
needed to achieve this most distant diving expedition, all under the leadership of 
CPOMA Rod Newman, now based at HMS Sultan. 


Expedition Bounty Bay was 
a diving expedition that took 
its tri-Servicc and civilian 
members to explore the distant 
reefs and shipwrecks that sur¬ 
round Pitcairn Island and the 
atolls of Henderson and Ocno. 

Pitcairn was the final landing 
place for the mutineers from the 
Bounty who had rebelled against 
Captain Bligh. The islands lie at 
the heart of the Pacific Ocean, 
beyond Australia, New Zealand 
and the islands of Polynesia. 

Pitcairn Island has a population 
of just 46 people, most descended 
from the original mutineers who 
settled the remote land looking for 
peace from pursuit. 

For the diving team Pitcairn 
offered a similar haven after a long 
and gruelling journey that despite 
delays had seen them transfer to 
gradually smaller aircraft before 
joining the merchant vessel Bounty 
Bay for a final 48-hour sea crossing 
to their distant destination. 

The first sight of Pitcairn Island 
inspired the diving team. Rod said: 
“The excitement on the boat was 
unbelievable. Although people 
had been on watch and the watch- 
keepers were very very tired, 
everyone was up and buzzing. 

“It was the very first sight that 
Fletcher Christian and the people 
on the Bounty had seen 200 years 
earlier.” 

For Rod it had a particular 


resonance, after he had spent 
more than a year of careful plan¬ 
ning, hard work and industrious 
fundraising to make the whole 
adventure possible: “I knew at that 
point that I’d actually achieved my 
aim - we’d got there!” 

The team was greeted by a long¬ 
boat from the island with the tradi¬ 
tional welcome party, and the 
majority of the island’s residents 
were gathered at the shore to wel¬ 
come their diving visitors. 

But the trip was not just about 
the pleasure of diving. The team, 
of which more than half were 
Naval personnel, was carefully 
selected to bring a mix of skills that 
might benefit the Pitcairn islanders 
themselves. 

Counted among the visitors 
were military medics and dentists 
to bring additional skills to the 
island’s existing provision. 
Scientists were there to study the 
marine biology and geology, and 
naval hydrographers to bring back 
information to update charts. 

Aid was a two-way street with 
Pitcairn Islanders leaping to the 
team’s assistance when an engine 
was lost overboard from the dive 
boat - before the military divers 
could get suited up the locals had 
taken out a long boat and free- 
dived without equipment or kit 
down into the depths of the sea to 
retrieve the lost engine. 

“They really arc a tremendous 
seafaring race,” said Rod with 


• (Left) The divers encountered spectacular coral displays 

• (Below) The fierce sea conditions were described as akin to 
diving in a washing machine 


Bounty isle 


Divers explore at 
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Pictures: PO(A) Phot Chris 
Brick and Dan Burton 


• (Outside edges) Images of the diverse wildlife and dramatic 
diving on the wrecks that surround Pitcairn Island, Henderson 
and Oeno atolls 
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• (Above) The original bible from HMS Bounty; (right) Each year 
the Pitcairn islanders build a model of the Bounty to bum in the 
harbour now called Bounty Bay 


• (Below) The replica Bounty burning in her namesake bay; (right): the dramatic scenery 


sincere admiration for the people. 

The islanders are proud of their 
heritage, burning a model of 
Bounty each year in the bay to 
mark the occasion when Fletcher 
Christian and the remaining muti¬ 
neers destroyed the ship that had 
brought them to their new home. 

For team leader Rod Newman 
this connection was brought to the 
fore when he was asked to do a 
reading at the church service. 

M I rehearsed it umpteen times 
the night before so I had it off to a 
tee. And then in the church in the 
morning I was given the privilege 
of reading from the actual Bounty 
bible which still bears the 
thumbprints of Fletcher Christian, 
John Adams and all the people. 

“Well, this bible was opened up 
ready for me. I looked down and 
the print in this bible was about 4pt 
on opaque yellow paper. I could 
hardly read it!” 

The team had the chance to 
explore among the timber wreck¬ 
age of the Bounty and the 
Cornwallis that ended their days 
off the coasts of Pitcairn and her 


surrounding islands. The waters 
around Pitcairn island arc fierce 
and turbulent, with diving troubled 
by the strong currents. Rod said: “I 
can honestly say that it was like 
diving in a washing machine.” 

The team carried out 355 dives, 
totalling 15,336 minutes or the 
equivalent of ten days underwater. 

In addition to the fascinating 
wrecks that lie in the nearby 
waters, the area is teeming with 
exotic fish and other colourful 
inhabitants, with fantastic coral 
gardens that bloom under the sea. 

Inquisitive sharks crowded 
around the divers when they 
explored the underwater realm by 
Henderson atoll: “They were as 
fascinated by us as we were by 
them.” 

Rod Newman has the highest 
praise for the people of Pitcairn 
Island, their generosity and wel¬ 
come, their seamanship and their 
approach to life. 

Throughout the expedition the 
team used a website to keep the 
outside world up to date on their 
progress. 


Anyone interested can find out 
more on www.bountybay.org.uk 
and work is under way on a post¬ 
expedition report, a CD-Rom full 
of photographs and a video for 
sale to the public. 

Rod set out to build a team that 
worked together regardless of 
Service, rank or rate. “It was the 
team themselves that pulled 
together. I have to say that I was 
humbled by being associated with 
them. They had a phenomenal 
amount of spirit, and without peo¬ 
ple like that things like this expedi¬ 
tion cannot happen. 

“My one ambition was to prove 
that anything can be achieved. I 
never had a doubt that we could 
achieve it.” 

Rod is already planning the next 
expedition to Pitcairn Island, 
scheduled for 2005, and his quest¬ 
ing spirit is looking to the next big 
challenge to be conquered after 
that. 
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NUCLEAR submarine 
HMS Splendid is seen 
leading HMS Liverpool 
and RFA Grey Rover 
with Singaporean Navy 
units RSS Valour, RSS 
Vigilance, RSS Sea 
Tiger and RSS Sea Lion 
in Exercise Lionheart. 

This was designed to 
provide an opportunity 
for both navies to prac¬ 
tise anti-submarine and 
anti-surface warfare as a 
prelude to the Five 
Powers Defence 
Arrangement exercises, 
including Exercise Flying 
Fish off Malaysia this 
month. 

At the beginning of 
May, exactly one year 
after achieving Ready for 
Sea Date after a major 
refit, HMS Liverpool 
arrived in Singapore for 
a mid deployment self 
maintenance period. 

She had been released 
from Operation Telic on 
April 19 and headed east 
to continue her original 
programme on Naval 
Task Group 03, visiting 
Malaysia, China, South 
Korea and Japan. 

As she approached 
Singapore, Liverpool 
was met by her name¬ 
sake in the Clipper 2002 
round the world yacht 
race (inset). 


SPLiMHD'S SINGAPORE GIRLS 




I FENECK’S 

Established 1950’S 

NAVAL & MILITARY TAILOR & OUTFITTER 

We specialise in Uniform & Dress for most Services. 
We pride ourselves on a quick 
Lacing & Medal Mounting Service. 

We Stock : 

MEDALS, WALL PLAQUES, REGIMENTAL TIES, 
CRAVATS, BLAZER BADGES, CUFF LINKS ETC. 

We put our Clients First, Offering a Unique 
Quality Service at a Competitive Price . 

Contact us at:- 

140, Union Street, Plymouth PL1 3HL 

Tel/Fax 01752 665763 
EMAlL:fenecks. tailors.uk@talk21.coni 


Fairford date 
for Tri-Service 
field gunners 

THE TRI-Scrvice Field Gunners arc back - and this time the 


public can sec them in action 
Gloucestershire on July 18-20. 

The team of Servicemen from 
MOD Abbey Wood broke new 
ground last year by becoming the 
first from a civilian establishment 
to take part in the traditional Navy 
challenge - perennial high spot of 
the old Royal Tournament - which 
involves dismantling, manhandling 
and firing a field gun at high speed. 


Shop 


one - www. 
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© CROWN COPYRIGHTfMOD 

Reproduced with the permission of 
the Controller HMSO 


Shop Online - www.navynews.co 

Classic Polo Shirt 

Short sleeve with contrasting tipping detail 
on collar and cuffs. Stand up collar, and side 
vents. 100% Cotton. 

Available in Navy with Red tips or 
Navy with White tips. Embroidered 
with Royal Navy Ensign. 

Sizes: Small 34, Medium 38, 

Large 40, X Large 44 

£24.95 inc p&p UK 
£25.79 inc p&p Europe 
£24.32 inc p&p 0/S 
XX Large 48 

£27.95 inc p&p UK 
£28.79 inc p&p Europe 
£26.87 inc p&p 0/S 

To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 - or write to: 

The Business Manager, Navy News, Portsmouth POI 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in £ Sterling and 
drawn on UK bank Or (or payment by Credit Card/Switch. UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 1. Pnces outside EU are ex-VAT. 

Please note items shown not actual size Orders ore normally dispatched within 48 hours, however phase allow up to 28 days for delivery 



at the Fairford Air Show 

Lt Heather Fraser, the crew’s 
Field Gun Officer told Navy News: 
“We’re delighted to be fielding a 
team again this year - we arc 
unique in that we represent a civil¬ 
ian establishment rather than a 
Naval base. 

“However, all our members are 
Servicemen on attachment to jobs 
at Abbey Wood - from cither the 
Royal Navy, Army or Royal Air 
Force.” 

The competition dates from the 

time of the 

gunners came To the rescue of the 
besieged city of Ladysmith. 

It demands physical strength, 
precision timing and teamwork. 
The aim is to run a field gun and 
limber along an 85 yd course, tak¬ 
ing it apart and reassembling it and 
firing tnree rounds at the end. 

The Abbey Wood team didn’t 
win at its debut last year, hut did 
return with a respectable time of 
one minute 35. c )l seconds. The 
record is one minute IS seconds. 

This year's competition at I IMS 
Collingwood in Hampshire lakes 
place on June 14. 

Fairford Air Show runs from 
July 18-20 when the Field Gunners 
hope to feature on local TV. 

They also hope to conduct a 
charity run from Abbey Wood to 
RAF Fairford (approx 42 miles). 

Meanwhile training is well 
under way and the crew are keen 
to reassure people living near the 
MOD site in Filton that they 
should not be alarmed if they hear 
the occasional thud of the gun 
being fired. 

Or the occasional oath as some¬ 
body drops a hit of it... 



ZSL talks to 
the families 


SECOND Sea Lord Vice Admiral James Burnell- 
Nugent has paid his first visit to Devonport Naval 
Base since taking up his appointment in January. 

He met with families of deployed Service person¬ 
nel at the RN Community Centre at Crownhill and 
took the opportunity to call on the nuclear subma¬ 
rine HMS Turbulent, the first RN vessel to return 
from recent operations in the Gulf. 
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Reunions 


June 


Over to You 


Malta GC: Steve Tarr recently 
returned to Malta, his first draft and 
looked up his old haunts. He cannot 
remember the layout of HMS St Angelo 
in 1977 and wonders if anyone has pho¬ 
tographs of St Angelo or the entrance to 
Commcen lascaris at that time. Contact 
Steve at 38 Heol Seddon. Danescourt, 
Cardiff CF5 2QX. tel: 029 2025 6026, or 
email: steve.tarrWntlwor1d.com 

HMS Lincoln 1968-9: Whilst on duty 
at Beira off the South West coast of 
Africa, crews from both ships on patrol 
would meet and transfer crews on a 
Sunday for games. They would compete 
for the Beira Bucket’, a battered bnght 
metal bucket. What happened to it? Any 
information to Charles Rackstraw. 62 
Arundel Road. Farringdon. Sunderland 
SR3 3JW or email: 
c _ rackstraw@yahoo. co.uk 

Gordon Richardson: Seeking info on 
the late Gordon Richardson, who served 
during the Korean conflict. He died 
aboard ship in 1951-2. thought to be at a 
UK port, his brother having been killed in 
Korea in 1951. The brothers were 
brought up in South Shields. If anyone 
remembers Gordon, contact Mrs Louise 
E. Post. 11-316 Whitman Road. 
Kelowna. British Columbia. Canada, 
email: louise-posWtelus.net 

Engineering Captain Edward Philip 
Parrick RN: Seeking information about 
the Captain, who was recalled from 
retirement in April 1939 to serve in HMS 
Barham, seeing action in Matapan. 
Dakar. Bardia, Crete and others. He was 
then posted to Engineer in Chief’s Dept, 
on to the Govan Shipyards and then 
Naval Overseer for the construction of 
Naval Ships. Any information or pho¬ 
tographs to Michael J. Charteris. 12 
Trumpy St, Silkstone 4304, Ipswich. 
Queensland. Australia. email: 
empire1963@hotmail. com 

The Clyde River Patrol: Seeking any 
information about this organisation. 
Contact G. Paton. Odell Cottage. 
Queens Lane. Eynsham, Oxford, tel: 
01865 880321 or email: 

Senbrae&clara. net 

Shettleston Harriers, a Glasgow 


athletics club, are keen to contact a for¬ 
mer member. Rees Ward, who is 
believed to be a senior officer in the RN 
Contact John Cairney, 2 Potassels 
Road. Glasgow G69 9EL, tel: 0141 779 
1175 or email: HelecaiWaol.com 

HMS Richmond 1941-4: Seeking a 
photo of Clyde L. Vincent who served in 
Richmond. Information or photos to J. 
Williams. PO Box 34, Pouch Cove. NL. 
Canada A0L 3L0, or email: 
witliamssme@aol. com 

Royal Arthur 1979: Bob McCullen 
was doing the POs leadership 1560 
course, known to members as the The 
Green Machine’ The course song was 
based on the tune of Men of Harlech. 
Does any reader have a copy of the 
words? Contact Bob at 6 Landon Court. 
Gosport. Hants P012 2LR. or email: 
mccullen@biopharma. co. uk 

HMS Forth, Malta 1957-8: On behalf 
of a fnend. Carlo Micallef is seeking 
Michael Powell who was stationed in 
Malta. Any information to Carlo at van 
Nijenrodeweg 746, 1082 JG, 

Amsterdam, Holland or email: 
carlo. micalleWmalta. nl 


Dunkirk/Boulogne/Calais/St 
Nazaire/ Oran/ France 1940: 

Author of Enigma: The Battle For 
The Code seeks men who 
served/were evacuated on 
Little/SS/HMS/other ships/cross 
Channel steamers during evacu¬ 
ations from France, and sinking 
of French warships at Oran, in 
1940 for book commissioned by 
Penguin about forgotten heroes 
of Dunkirk/ St Valery/ France 
1940, or their families with mem¬ 
oirs. Contact Hugh Sebag- 
Montefiore, 37 Tanza Road, 
London NW3 2UA, tel 020 7435 
1035 (wk)/ 1181 (ho), email 
sebags@dircon. co. uk 




For LOST & FOUND visit 

www.OLDOPPOS.co.uk 

Old comrades, Units, Friends, 
Family & Good memories 
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THE TRECARN HOTEL 

Babbacombe, Torquay 

The Naval Reunion Specialist 


2 days DBB £63.50 pp . 3 days DBB £83.50 pp 
(prices include Banquet meal) 


We have over many years been associated with the Royal Navy, holding Reunions for: 
HMS EXETER. HMS SHEFFIELD. HMS NEWFOUNDLAND. HMS TENBY, 

HMS ARETHUSA. HMS CUMBERLAND. TON CLASS ASSOCIATION. 

CASTLE CLASS CORVETTE ASSOCIATION and the PLYMOUTH RNA. 

The Trecarn has 136 En-Suite bedrooms with colour TV. tea making facilities, and can 
accommodate up to 250 Guests. The hotel has a large Dining Room that can hold up to 300 
Guests, as well as two spacious Ballrooms and Bar areas, ideal for any association 
regardless of its membership si 2 e. 

For Information please contact: 

BRYAN PITMAN - GENERAL MANAGER TEL: 01803 329292 


Tk& Association of 

Royal Navy Officers 


Patron Her Majesty The Queen 


Pembroke ‘84 Club: Warrant Officer 
and Senior Rate Stewards reunion 
arranged for the WOs and SRs Mess. 
HMS Raleigh on June 13th has had to 
be cancelled for this year. 

HMS Glory Association reunion 
and AGM June 14 at the Nautical 
Club. Five Ways, Birmingham. 
Contact Tom Stallard, 18 Sandwich 
Close. Folkestone CT20 3QG, tel 
01303 256457. 

551 LCA Flotilla and US Rangers 

unveil a plaque at the American War 
Memorial on the Esplanade in 
Weymouth on June 18 at 1100. 
Further details from Jimmy Green on 
01297 32647. 

HMS Pheasant Association 1943- 

47 reunion at Lakeside. Hayling 
Island. June 27-30. All shipmates wel¬ 
come - 47 still in touch. Contact Bern 
Dowding on 020 8924 9158. 

July 

HMS Kale 1942-47 reunion at 
Southdene Hotel. Bridlington, from 
July 1-3. Contact R. Clay, 
Madgewood, 31 Cuckmere Way. 
Brighton BN1 8GA. tel 01273 552076. 

HMS Londonderry 1981-84 
Stokehold Association reunion will 
be held on July 5 in Cheriton Bishop. 
Details from Peter Hill on 020 7231 
7866 or Peter Ritchie on 01647 24271, 
email: peter.ritchie4@btintemet.com 

Sussex Division RNVR & RNR 
reunion on July 5 in Southwick (Hove). 
Further details from Rita Buckland on 
01903 755096. 

HMS Daring (5th and final com¬ 
mission) reunion, Tom Mogg Inn. 
Burtle, Somerset, July 12. Contact 
David Axford. 01428 656438, email: 
dragon, squadron® royal, navy. org. uk 

August 

HMS Picotee Memorial service at 
Chatham Dockyard on August 9 at 
2pm. Details from Mrs D. Laws, 10 
Ripon Road, Plumstead, London 
SE18 3PS, tel: 020 8855 3158 or 
email: debbielaws2002@yahoo.co.uk 

September 

HMS Danae 84-87: Disco and buf¬ 
fet at Northwood HQ (ex-Warrior) WO 
& SRs Mess on September 6 at 2000. 
CPOPT Ian Hardcastle. PT Office. 
Northwood HQ, Sandy Lane. Middle¬ 
sex HA6 3HP, tel: 0192 3083 7401, 
email: ianjhardcastle@hotmail.com 

HMS Argonaut Association 
reunion in the Victory Bar. HMS 
Nelson. Queen Street. Portsmouth on 
September 13. Details from Eric Jones 
on 023 8032 3853 or email: 

ejon5a@ntlworld. com 

Russian Convoy Club 
(Bridlington) reunion at Royal British 
Legion Club, Hilderthorpe Road. 
Bridlington on September 17 at noon 
prompt. Details: Albert Higgins. 48 St 
Johns Walk, Bridlington. East 
Yorkshire Y016 4HJ. 

HMS Duke of York reunion and 
AGM at Royal Fleet Club, Devonport 
on September 19-20. All members, 
families and friends welcome. Details 
from R. Draper, Rose Cottage, 103 
Orchard Park. Elton. Chester CH2 
4NQ. tel: 01928 725175. 

HMS Newcastle Association 
reunion for all ships of that name at 
the Royal Sailors Home Club. 
Portsmouth on September 20. Contact 
Ray Young. 109 Westernmoor. 
Washington, Tyne & Wear NE37 1LT. 
tel: 0191 4167959 or email: 

Hmsyoung@aol. com 

HMS Ambuscade Association 
first-ever reunion in Plymouth on 
September 26-27. Full programme to 
be confirmed. Details from Ray Taylor 
on 020 8907 8717 or email: 

rayt@servitehouses. org. uk 

October 

HMS Antrim Association reunion 
is in Llandudno in October. Former 
members of the ship’s company (all 
commissions) wanting to join the activ¬ 
ities should contact Terry Bullingham 
on 0121 429 2428. 

Wrens (Meteorology) reunion in 
Salisbury from October 3 to 5. Send 
SAE for details to Maureen Davidson. 
3 Dews Road. Salisbury SP2 7SN. 

HMS Sirius 66-93 reunion to be 
held in Plymouth on October 4 Large 
SAE to CPO Ayres. FOST. UWW 
Office. HMS Drake. Plymouth PL2 
2BG. 

Royal Naval Writers Association 

reunion dinner on October 10 at the 
Home Club, Queen Street. 
Portsmouth. Details from Treasurer, 
Mrs S. Durrance, UPO, HMS Sultan, 
Gosport, tel 023 9254 2424. 

HMS Cheviot reunion weekend of 
October 10-12 at Burlington Hotel. 
Eastbourne. All ranks welcome. 


Contact Vic Denham, 92 Swallow 
Road. Larkfield. Aylesford ME20 6PZ. 
tel: 01732 841654. 

FAA Apprentices (Newcastle 
Under Lyme) 1940-46 reunion at the 
Quality Hotel. Hanley on October 18. 
Enquiries to M Ayling. 13 Elizabeth 
Avenue. Rose Green. Bognor Regis 
P021 3EL. tel: 01243 262082 

HMS Vidal, Survey Ship, all com¬ 
missions: Reunion on October 18 at 
the King Charles Hotel, Brompton 
Road, Gillingham. Kent ME7 5QT. For 
details contact Dave Parker. 11a 
Telferscot Road, Balham, London 
SW12 0HW. tel/fax 020 8673 5392 or 
book directly with the hotel. 

Corfu Channel Naval Association 
reunion and AGM at the Gateway 
Hotel. Nottingham, from October 24- 
26. We welcome any new members 
who served in any of the ships 
involved in the Corfu Incident. October 
22 1946. Details from the Secretary, 
Phil Carey, on 01661 832697 or Ron 
Harvey on 0151 200 5594. 

848 NAS Malayan Emergency: All 
Ranks sought for reunion on October 
25. Details from Secretary, Mr L. 
Smith, 848 Malaya Assn Oakdale. 
Church Lane. Ashford Carbonell, 
Ludlow SY8 4BX. tel: 01584 831397. 

HMS Liverpool reunion on October 
30 and November 1 at the Liverpool 
Bar, James Street. Liverpool. Open to 
anyone who served in the Type 42 
HMS Liverpool from the first commis¬ 
sion to the present day. Also welcome 
is anyone who served in the wartime 
HMS Liverpool. From 1830 on both 
nights. Contact Barny Campbell. 4 St 
Mathews Close. Walton. Liverpool L4 
9XY. tel: 0151 256 5109 or email: 
b5rny@aol.com 

November 

HMS Cockade Association reunion 
at the Trecarn Hotel. Babbacombe, 
Torquay from November 14 to 16. 
Please book early. Details from B. 
Hutson, 27 Gollands. Brixham. South 
Devon TQ5 8JY. tel: 01803 856272. 

December 

128 M.Q.C.. HMS Sultan: Anyone 
who was on this course is invited to 
attend a reunion on December 20. the 
30th anniversary of our passing-out 
paraoe. Contact Dave Batchelor on 
023 9271 6472 or Roger Dann on 
01227 272669 


HMS Cambrian: Seeking Bob Draper. 
Jock Graham. Steve Staines. Fred 
Squires and all crew of HMS 
Cambrian, any commission 1944-69. 
Reunion soon. Contact Peter Ritchie 
on 01692 406989. 

HMS Vengeance: Jim Watling is 
trying to trace any of the crew who 
served in HMS Vengeance, especially 
aircraft handlers in the spring of 1950 
Contact Jim at The Walled Garden. 
Fortescue. Sidmouth Devon EX 10 
9HN, tel/fax: 01395 577700 

No 1 Merlin Repair Party: Seeking 
contact with any members of this 
party, who did initial training at the 
Sunbeam Talbot factory in Fulham 
and was disbanded at RNAS. 
Yeovilton. Contact Leslie George 
Roberts. 124 Magnolia Court. Regents 
Landing. Main Road. Maroochydore 
Queensland. 4556. Australia or email: 
lesrob@satnav. com. au 

HMS Leander 1968-70: If you 
served in the TAS department during 
this commission. Bungy Edwards and 
Mike North would like to hear from 
you. Contact Bungy on 01304 212224 
or Mike on 01983 812184 

HMS Nepal: Members of the crew 
seconded to HMS Cockade for trials at 
Falmouth and Loch Goil in 1948-9 are 
invited to join the HMS Cockade Assn. 
Contact Fred Bunce. 01902 342229 or 
Brian Hutson. 01803 856272. 


HMS Ness: Information sought on the 
death of Edwin Thomas Elmes, 
Tnncomalee. January 1946. Please con¬ 
tact Julian Sephton. 8 The Willows, 
Walsall Road. Four Oaks. Sutton 
Coldfield. West Midlands B74 4QJ, tel: 
0121 308 0207 

The Sailors Grave, Comp: HF Lyte, 
Music: Sir Arthur Sullivan: Jack 
Fielding is trying to find out where and 
when this was performed. The poem 
starts - There is a wide lone sea. A spot 
unmarked but Holy. For there the gallant 
and the free. In his Ocean bed lies lowly. 
Contact Jack at 26 The Orchard. 
Heather Bank. Burnley. Lancs BB11 
5 LA 

LST 302: Keith Mitchell is trying to 
track the last journey of LST 302 from 
London to New York in December 1945 
His late father told a story of an incredi¬ 
ble storm on the journey, of which Keith 
would like to learn more. Contact him at 
106 Victoria Street. Coburg. VIC 3058, or 
email: mscmitc@aul.ibm.com 

HMS Finesse: Seeking the Log Book 
of HMS Finesse which was returned to 
civilian owners at the end of 1945 Did 
the last CO keep them or were they 
handed over to the Admiralty? Trying to 
confirm an entry in them regarding an 
attack by a Focke-Wulf 190 in Lyme Bay. 
No record was found in the local paper, 
but entries were found in the Exeter 
Express & Echo of December 1. Contact 
F.N. Jenkins. Finesse’. 40 Heol Carnau. 
Caerau. Ely, Cardiff CF5 5NE. tel: 029 
2031 2364. 

Phil Owen Booth: A cook, served in 
Drake, Apollo, Raleigh. Cook. Goldcrest 
and Eagle. His widow would like to hear 
from anyone who knew him, especially 
Brian Brennan, who lived in Garston, 
Liverpool. Contact Mrs D M. Booth. 9 St 
Stephen Road, Penketh. Warrington 
WA5 2AN. tel: 01925 723435. 

River-class Vessels: Seeking infor¬ 
mation on these WWI and WWII vessels. 
If anyone has any information can they 
contact Phil Townsley. 22 Fairbrook 
Road. Kettlethorpe. Wakefield. West 
Yorks WF2 7PU. 

HMS Manxman: John Bullock was 
PO in Manxman in the 1950s. His sister 
had lots of photographs of her brother 
and kept them in her handbag. The 
handbag was stolen along with her trea¬ 
sured photographs. If anyone knew John 
and has any photos of him could they 
contact Mrs M Dobson, 60 Warren 
Avenue. Portobello Estate. Wakefield 
WF2 7JN 

HM MTB758: Pongo seeks info on 
the late Albert Thomas Miller, based at 
Lowestoft serving in this MTB Albert 
was killed in action believed to be in 


HMS Unicorn Association has 
many photos sent in by members of 
their shipmates. They have tried to find 
them. If anyone can help with informa¬ 
tion could they telephone 01442 
255821 or email: Unicorn®firenet.ws 

HMS Ceres (Wetherby 1946-58) 
S&S Training Establishment: 
Seeking all personnel who were 
trainees instructors and shiD s compa¬ 
ny to join next reunion in Harrogate in 
August. Contact R Knight. 41 Glenfiela 
Avenue. Wetherby LS22 6RN tei: 
01937 581404. 

HMS Aldenham Association are 

seeking any former members of the 
ship s company. They meet on the last 
Sunday of each month at the 
Aldenham Sports and Social Club. 
Aldenham Village, nr Watford. Contact 
John Carder on 01442 249792 or 
email: johned. carder@ntlworld. com 

HMS Grenville 1967-71: All inter¬ 
ested shipmates with the aim of a get- 
together or joining existing association 
are asked to contact Mick Martin on 
023 9225 6268. 

HMS Raleigh: Spencer (Ceefax) 
Luxford is seeking old pals from 
Cunningham 49 Class of 1996. espe¬ 
cially Paul Proctor and Barry Tiernan. 
Contact at 44 Walton Avenue, North 
Cheam. Sutton SM3 9UB, tel: 020 
8287 1368 or mobile: 07780 677926 
or email: sr1uxford@vodafone.net 

HMS Cleopatra Old Shipmates 
Association: Anyone who served in 
the cruiser or frigate and is interested 
in joining (including wives) should con¬ 
tact CPO Warwick Franklin, Armed 
Forces Careers Office, Mount Wise, 
Devonport. Plymouth PL1 4JH, tel: 
01752 501787. 

HMS Sirius, 1st Commission 
1942: Any shipmates interested in a 
’jar and a natter’ about old times, 
should contact Mike Glaysher on 023 
9232 6886 

HMS Dido 1967-9: Fred Abraham 


Ostend Harbour 1945 Info to John 
Green, 27 Pennine Rd, Halton-Lea- 
Gate. Brampton CA8 7LB, tel: 07831 
628656. email: 

john@thesapper. freeserve. co. uk 

Zeebrugge Raid of 1918: 
Researching the career of Surgeon Vice 
Admiral Sir Henry St Clair Colson, a par¬ 
ticipant of this raid. Colson went on to 
run the RN Hospital at Barrow Gurney in 
1942-5 and became medical Director 
General of the Royal Navy. If you served 
with, have photos of or personal reminis- 
censes of Colson, please contact 
Dominic Walsh MA, Tilburstow House. 
Stychens Lane, Bletchingley Redhill 
RH1 4LL or email: domimc.walsh@ire- 
land.com 

HMS Herald: Warwick Town Council 
and RNA are trying to discover the 
whereabouts of the ship's bell of HMS 
Herald. Contact Derek Maudlin, The 
Courthouse. Jury Street. Warwick CV34 
4EW. tel: 01926 411694 or email: 
wtc.admin@btclick.com or John Coles. 
41 Coventry Rd. Warwick CV34 5HN. tel: 
01926 495887. email: 

john. coles209@btopenwor1d. com 

Paul Detmar. married to Sheila, lived 
in London Road, North End. Portsmouth 
in the early 1970s but eventually moved 
to Swindon, where it is known they had 
family. Wendy and Trevor Muston would 
love to hear from you. Contact them on 
023 9266 6662 or email: tjmuston@hot- 
mail.com 

HM MBG661: Having located the 
ship's bell to Portishead Girl Guides. 
Charlie is now trying to find out how it 
arrived there He would also like to know 
what type of MGB 661 was and also her 
war record. Contact Charlie Chivers. 20 
South Rd. Portishead BS20 7DW, email: 
Charlie. chivers@btopenworld. com 

Dits: As a baby sailor it was amusing 
to run ashore and hear a fellow sparker 
recite a verse about a Lady of the night 
called Maggie Tucker. Does anyone 
have the lyrics to this tale? If you can 
help please send it to Norman Dunbar, 
27 Kingswood Road. Cramlington, 
Northumberland NE23 2XB. Also, please 
send copies of any of these dits’ to 
edit@navynews.co.uk or to The Editor at 
the usual address. 

HMS Alert: Seeking a copy of the 
commissioning book and the ship’s mag¬ 
azine Derek Ray Ault served as LSA 
when it was commissioned, lent out the 
book but it was never returned. If you 
can help, contact his daughter. Mrs Sue 
Jaquerod. Flat 4. 136 West Wycombe 
Road. High Wycombe. Bucks HP12 
3AA. tel: 01494 462627 or email: 
sue@ault40. fsnet. co. uk 

HMS Bullen: Seeking information on 
Arthur Ronald Wealthall. who served in 
Bullen and lost his life on December 6. 
1944 Also information regarding the 
ship. Contact Kevin Wealthall. 6 Martyn 
House. Hurst Estate. Woolwich Road. 
Abbey Wood. London SE2 0AN. tel: 020 
8312 4496 

HMS Recruit 1945-6: Stoker John 
Morley was given the task to activate the 
bugle during the Japanese Surrender 
and being taken back to Singapore. John 
had been a bugler in the Sea Cadet 
Band in Wembley. He asks whether the 
bugle still exists and whether he would 
be able to purchase it. If anyone can help 
him, contact John at 23670-36A Ave. 
Langley. British Columbia. Canada V2Z 
2J6. or email: johndmorley@shaw.ca 

HMS Fisgard, Class 4, August 7 
1956: Seeking CPO Peter Gilham who 
passed out from this group. Contact 
Mark Todd. 31 Blackwood Drive. Mount 
Nasura. Western Australia 6112. or 
email: todd@hotlinks.net.au 


would like to contact Chris Jones. Bas 
Mundy and George Tulloch. Contact 
Fred at 17 Station Rd. Pilning, Bristol 
BS35 4JT. tel: 07810 647815 or email: 
fredandles® tiscali. co.uk 

HMS Cornwall 1991: Brian Paddy’ 
O’Reilly wants to contact his old drink¬ 
ing partner. Nigel ‘Taff’ Rivers. Last 
seen when they were both on 
Cornwall. Any info on his where¬ 
abouts. contact Brian at 63 College 
Gardens Newry BT35 6DR. or email 
OBR/2J 10@aol.com 

HMS Raleigh: Tony would like to 
contact Ken Smith, who joined as a 
stoker on November 23, 1953 and 
became ERA4 three months later. 
Contact Tony Ward at 38 High St, 
Kenilworth. Warks CV8 1LZ. 

HMS Hornet (Coastal Forces 
Base, Gosport): Were you shipmates 
of Edwin Varta (aka Marra). a stoker at 
HMS Hornet and on MTBs 764 and 
5007 between 1944-6, also ML 165 
engaged on Air Sea Rescue? Contact 
Edwin Varta via his niece Marjorie at 
14 West Lane, Flimby, Maryport CA15 
8RL, email: Marj124@hotmail.com 
HMS Leander: Seeking two ex- 
matelots who were known as Stella 
Stevens and Jack Frost. If anyone 
knows of their whereabouts could the 
contact Steve Rowbottom, 10 Ben 
Jonson Way, Newport, Gwent NP20 
3JJ, tel: 01633 663331 or email: 
s. rowbottom@ntlwor1d. com 

HMS Brighton 1972: Peter and 
Una Ratcliffe would like to find John 
Lingwood, who came to their wedding 
in August 1972. Contact them at 
Oakdene, North Road, Dibden Purlieu 
S045 4PE. tel 023 8084 3460 email: 
una@ratcliffe0634. freeserve. co. uk 
HMS Enterprise: Calling all crew of 
the Enterprise. A welcome awaits you 
at the 24th annual reunion of the C21 
& D88. If interested please contact 
Allan Mercer. 89 Royal Avenue, 
Widnes, Cheshire WA8 8HJ. 


In addition to being a leading charity 
for officers and their depend¬ 
ants. ARNO is a membership 
association which is open to serving 
and retired commissioned officers of 
the RN, RM, QARNNS. former 
WRNS and their Reserves. The 
association has 9,550 members for 
whom it provides financial, social, and 
other advantages, the financial alone 
giving savings which substantially 
exceed the annual subscription (£12 
per annum or £ 180 for Life) 

Tel: 020 7402 5231 
Fax: 020 7402 5533 
e-mail: ARNO@eurosurf.com 
www.eurosurf.com/ARNO 


Membership benefits include: 

• Many trade discounts including 
RAC membership at £4 1 per 
year - Europe wide cover 

• A thick colourful Year Book 

• A list of members’ names, 
addresses and interests 

(also available online by secure 
means) 

• Free financial, legal and property 
advice 

• A mail redirection facility 

• A free 'home exchange’ facility 

• A uniforms and swords for sale 
and wanted facility 

• Sword knots at a fraction of the 
normal price (£15) 

• Use of the Naval Club in Mayfair 

and much more 


Navy News on tape 

Navy News is available free of charge on tape from 
Portsmouth Area Talking News for those with 
difficulty reading normal type. For details, contact 023 
9269 0651 and leave a message with a contact phone 
number. No special equipment is required to play the 
tapes, which are standard 90-minute cassettes. 


For membership application form, please complete the following: 

TO: LT CDR I M P COOMBES RN. ARNO. 70 PORCHESTER Tee. LONDON W2 3TP 

Please send me details and a membership application form: 
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At your Service entries 

■ Notices for this page should be brief, clearly written or typed and 
addressed to - The Editor, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth. POI 3HH 
or empil: edit@navynews.co.uk. If you are sending your notice in via email, 
please include your full address and telephone number. 

■ Reunions appear in date order, and requests to place an entry in a par¬ 
ticular edition cannot be guaranteed. 

■ Please send in Reunions at least three months (preferably four) before 
the month of the event. 

■ There may be a delay before items appear, due to the volume of 
requests. 

■ Entries are free to non-commercial organisations. Items pertaining to 
commercial work, books and publications for profit can only appear as 
paid-for advertising. 

■ The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse publication of submitted 
notices. 

■ Space does not allow us to accept more than one free insert. Any sub¬ 
sequent notice will have to be paid for at advertising rates. 

Calling Old Shipmates 
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-it-Sroffy. 


Wider issues 
worth exploring 


Commodore Naval Drafting 
Cdre Duncan Fergusson 
looks at strategic matters 


R egular visitors to 
‘Drafty’s Corner’ 
tend to dine off a 
diet of detail tai¬ 
lored to Branch specific 
interest which, over the 
year, hopefully keeps you 
all reasonably abreast of 
change and reminded of 
‘tips’ that will enable you to 
get the most out of the ‘sys¬ 
tem’. 

Specific issues arc also high¬ 
lighted through in-house mag¬ 
azines, routine work of the 
Regional Drafting and Career 
Advisers (RDCA), roadshows, 
lectures, and website notices. 

So, there’s no shortage of career 
management and drafting informa¬ 
tion out there and, more so than 1 
can recall in my 32-year Naval 
career, people on the payroll to 
explain and help you understand 
what it all means to you - this is all 
g(X)d news. 

There is also considerable and 
steady interest expressed about 
subjects that don't necessarily 
affect many people directly, and 
consequently arc not the focus of 
formal public debate. 

Awareness of developments that 
impinge outside personal orbits is 
very healthy, so on this occasion I 


thought I would cover some 
'strategic', as well as contentious, 
nuggets. 

FTRS 

In recent times much has been 
written and spoken on this subject 
and, in particular, 1 am sensitive 
and genuinely sympathetic to the 
perception that “People on ITRS 
prevent Regulars from getting 
their first preference shore job”. 

In response, some blunt truths 
are however unavoidable: 

(a) Those serving on FTRS are 
only where they are because, at the 
lime they started the job, there was 
no Regular Serviceman/women 
available and the billet in question 
would otherwise have had to be 
clipped. 

(b) On expiry of an FTRS commit¬ 
ment (contract) there is no auto¬ 
matic renewal, and indeed one will 
not be raised if a ‘Regular’ is avail¬ 
able at the time to fill that job. 

(c) As of June 02, new commit¬ 
ments arc only being offered for a 
maximum of two years at a time 
unless I personally approve other¬ 
wise (and I have yet to do so). 


(d) Delivery of preference is 
geared to employment area rather 
than a specific job. 

(e) Other than jobs in the Career 
Service and a handful of old 
‘extended service' billets at 
Dartmouth and Raleigh (not open 
to Regulars anyway), no jobs are 
recognized by ‘Drafty’ as being 
‘FI RS only’ to fill. 

As CND I am personally com¬ 
mitted to ensuring that gap-filling 
through employing Servicemen/ 
women on FTRS does not occur at 
the expense of fair and reasonable 
treatment of those on Regular ser¬ 
vice. 

CND/RDCA/WMO/EWO 

Although a number of my staff 
have been transferred to the 
WMOs to reflect the movement of 
Able Rate communities into squad 
manning regimes managed by the 
‘Waterfront', my drafters actually 
remain very busy on the Able Rate 
front. 

Drafting Able Rates in and out 
of ‘Waterfronts’ for a variety of 
reasons is still one of my jobs and 
what has quietly been developing 
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7 think he’s saying he’s not just a pretty face!’ 


behind the scenes is the creation of 
new working relationships between 
CND, RDCAs, WMOs and EWOs 
to ensure that we deliver on the 
potential for improvement as 
offered by the Topmast squad sys¬ 
tem. 

I use the expression ‘boundaries 
of responsibility but shared inter¬ 
est' to describe what we are now 
about. 

Although not without its 
teething problems, the new work¬ 
ing arrangements are running well 
- improved Ratings and RMOR 
personnel management is the 
shared interest and boundaries of 
responsibility bind rather than 
undermine our collective effort on 
your behalf. 

Drafty continues to play an 
active role in the personnel sup¬ 
port of Able Rates, whether or not 
they are actually employed in a 
‘Squad’, and it is vitally important 
that links are maintained by send¬ 
ing in DPFs and C240s, as appro¬ 
priate. 

CAREER TRAINING - 
LATE CANCELLATIONS 
& NO SHOWS 

One of CinCFIcct and 2SL’s 
shared manpower related priorities 
is to train and therefore promote 
to LOM the 536 OMs selected for 


LOM training in 03/04. 

This effort is of critical impor¬ 
tance if we are to reduce the size of 
the now infamous Leading Hand 
‘black hole'. 

In a similar vein, the current 
effort to channel RMORs through 
the Junior Command Course 
(JCC) offers the prospect of much- 
needed relief to the CpI shortage. 

In addition, a significant backlog 
of Senior Ratings still require to 
complete a Senior Rating 
Command Course (SRCC) and all 
this adds up to the fact that every 
career training slot (RMOR, 
Senior or Junior rate) is precious 
and cannot be wasted. 

All too often places are squan¬ 
dered by failure on the part of indi¬ 
viduals to prepare properly which, 
in turn, results in very late cancel¬ 
lations or No-shows. 

If you arc not sure what a draft 
to a particular course means in 
terms of personal preparation and 
commitment then ask your DO or 
Troop Leader. 

Regrettably, occasional short 
notice drafts to career courses are 
becoming unavoidable. 

However, if on the other hand 
you wish to take advantage of last- 
minute changes to course loading 
plans by making yourself available 
for short-notice consideration, 
then let my staff know. 


OPS FRESCO AND TELIC 

As I write, 3 Cdo Bdc is still 
deployed ashore in Iraq, many 
ships and units are still in the 
Middle East and we are still com¬ 
mitted to Fresco. 

The lead time for Navy News is 
such that by now changes to the 
above may have occurred - never¬ 
theless I wish you to know that 
recovery to pre-Fresco/Tclic 
deployment and career training 
stability is currently a top priority, 
not just for my immediate staff, but 
others as described above with a 
shared interest. 

Whilst the clock cannot be 
turned back, we arc striving to 
ensure that on an individual basis 
your aspirations and needs arc met 

- enable my staff to help you by 
maintaining contact through the 
RDCAs or by submitting 
DPFs/C240s. 

Finally, a thought on 2SL’s PLT 

- I personally have a very close 
working relationship with the team 
and not only value but actually act 
upon the very quick feedback they 
provide. 

If you have a drafting or career 
management issue you want to get 
off your chest - try sharing it with 
them the next time they are in 
town. 



• Bobs Bishop (left), Secretary of Bristol Branch of the Association of Wrens Association, hands over 
PO Connie Ream’s Atlantic Star medal to Lesley Thomas, curator of the Wrens Museum, Portsmouth 


Museum given pare medal 


A UNIQUE medal has been 
handed over to the WRNS 
Museum in Portsmouth 
after an advertisement pub¬ 
lished in Navy News helped 
put a group of people in 
touch with each other. 

In 2001, the Secretary of the 
Bristol Branch of the 
Association of Wrens saw the 
small advert from Sam Beard, 
of Malvern. 

Sam was asking if anyone 
knew the whereabouts of a for¬ 
mer Wren, Connie Pearn, who 
had been awarded the Atlantic 
Star. 


Sam had a book which was 
entitled The Atlantic Star, 
which Connie had signed many 
years before. 

Connie had been a founder 
member of the Bristol branch 
of the Association of Wrens, 
and although in failing health at 
the time, she had maintained 
her membership. 

Plans were started to reunite 
her with the book, but before 
they could be put into action, 
Connie died. 

Connie had been awarded 
the medal for her unstinting 
service during World War II. 
She had been private secretary 


to a senior officer on Max 
Horton’s staff, and was the only 
Wren rating to have been 
awarded the Atlantic Star. 

On her death her medals 
were passed to Bristol branch 
by her family for safekeeping, 
but following discussions and 
negotiations, it was agreed 
that the medals should be pre¬ 
sented to the Wrens Museum. 

The museum already pos¬ 
sessed the only other Atlantic 
Star presented to a woman, in 
this case a Wren officer. 

The medal, the book, and 
supporting material, is now 
with the Museum. 
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Glasgow glows 


HAVING rejoined the Fleet following a year alongside including a docking period and 
firefighting duties in Operation Fresco, HMS Glasgow completed an intense period of 
sea trials. Back home in Portsmouth she tested out her ceremonial floodlighting equip¬ 
ment in preparation for Operational Sea Training later in the year. 

-1 



New Navy-led 
force no NATO 
'lookalike' 


NATO’s new rapid response force (NRF) is developing fast - with the Royal Navy 
leading the way - and is set to start operating early next year. 


Royal 
Yacht 
story - 
official 


AT a reception at St 
James 1 Palace for for¬ 
mer Yachtsmen, 
author Richard 

Johnstone-Bryden 
presented the Queen 
with a copy of The 
Royal Yacht Britannia - 
The Official History 
(Conway Maritime 
Press £25). 


In a meeting of minds at the 
Reel Battle Staff Headquar¬ 
ters, the three nations who will 
command the new NATO high 
readiness forces, Spain, Italy 
and the UK, all agreed on how 
they envisaged it operating and 
training. 

Commodore Richard Lcaman, 
Commander UK Task Group, said: 
“We have made some significant 
progress over the past few days 
with our friends in the Spanish and 
Italian Maritime Battle Staff 
Headquarters. 

“In the months ahead. Ministers 
will announce NATO’s plans for 
this important new capability, and 
wc have been working hard to 
inform those plans with our views 
from the ‘front line’. 

“Wc can expect to see the UK 
leading the Task Force on a rota¬ 
tional oasis, with Italy and Spain in 
the roster. 

“During our period of duty, we 
will be responsible for the training 
and command of all the assigned 


maritime forces. It’s an exciting 
time for both NATO and the Royal 
Navy.” Cdre Leaman was at pains 
to explain that the force would not 
just he a Standing Naval Force 
Atlantic or STANAVFORMFD 
‘lookalike’. 

“Wc arc very much hoping that 
the new arrangements will sec a 
core of capabilities (including 
mine countermeasures, amphibi¬ 
ous and carrier-borne assets) 
drawn together to operate as a task 
force, at varying degrees of readi¬ 
ness but always ready to regroup 
and lead NATO’s initial response 
to a crisis, anywhere, at any time.” 

The UK Maritime Battle Staff, 
led by Rear Admiral David 
Snclson, was the first NATO 
Maritime Headquarters to achieve 
full operational status as a High 
Readiness HO last December, and 
will be conducting a full “role-out” 
during Exercise Northern Light 03 
in the autumn. 

The “initial” NRF Task Force 
will stand up early in the New 
Year. 



/ - ; - \ 

Amateur time team’s 

dream comes true 



A NEW exhibition Invincible: Treasures 
from the Deep has opened at Gosport’s 
Explosion! museum of naval firepower 
- thanks to three amateur underwater 
archaeologists. 

Centrepiece is the exploration of the 
wreck of the first HMS Invincible, lost in the 
Solent in 1758. 

It was discovered three miles offshore by 
local fisherman Arthur Mack in 1979, when 
he caught a massive piece of timber in his 
nets. 

Intrigued by the wooden pegs worked 
through the timber, he approached his 
friend, diving enthusiast John Broomhead. 
The first dive took place on June 1, 1979 - 
and it was enough to confirm they had 
found something special. As John said: “It 
changed our lives.” 

In order to protect the wreck from the 
raids of other divers, the pair sought the 
advice of the Royal Naval Museum, who put 
them in touch with Cdr John Bingeman, an 
experienced Navy diver with a sideline in 
underwater archaeology. 

An intensive exploration of the wreck 
uncovered the timbers of the lost warship. 
Said John: “It was like a row of massive 
teeth coming out of the sea bed, with coils 
of rope winding out of the sand." 

And so began the three’s detailed work on 
the wreck over the next 24 years, retrieving 
artefacts from shoes to tankards, wig 
curlers to hour glasses. 

Explosion! curator Chris Henry explained 
the link between the Invincible and the 
Priddy’s Hard museum: “This exhibition 
came about because of an audit where we 
found gunpowder barrels from the 
Invincible. We have used Invincible as the 
hook to talk about the morality of wreckdiv¬ 
ing. We pose questions about the nature of 
historic wrecks, and whether they should be 
brought to the surface or left where they are. 

“There is a very strong purist view that 
nothing should be touched on the sea bed. 
But well-controlled archaeological sites 


involve all sorts of organisations - expert 
control matched with manpower.” 

The three men took on all the underwater 
archaeology work and research themselves. 
Said Arthur: “We never got a thing - we’ve 
done it ourselves on a shoestring.” 

Added Arthur: “To be able to come to an 
exhibition like this makes it all worthwhile.” 

For more information on the exhibition 
phone 023 9250 5600 or check John and 
Arthur's own website dedicated to the 
Invincible wreck www.invincible1758.co.uk 

• TIME CAPSULE: Diving on the wreck of 
HMS Invincible has produced a treasure 
trove of artefacts. 
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‘Mum! He’s covered in barnacles!’ 


NEWSVIEW 


Be advised - 
charity begins 
at home 

I n his foreword to the annual report of the White Ensign 
Association First Sea Lord Admiral Alan West says its 
help and guidance is as important today as it ever was - 
“perhaps more so in light of the increased demands on our 
men and women in such uncertain times.” 

It is mostly financial uncertainty we are talking about 
here, and this is a particular concern of the WEA, one of 
the few charities having day-to-day contact at grass roots 
level with serving men and women. 

In his final year as Chairman, Sir Michael Bett noted: 

“Our aim is to encourage the young to take a responsible 
attitude to their finances and make the best use of their lim¬ 
ited resources. 

“In these days of rocketing house prices, increasing 
divorce and burdening debt, efficient financial management 
is ever more important. 

“The most intractable cases with which we deal are often 
those associated with divorce. Officers, men and women of 
all ranks and rates, finding the need to change partners 
and raise new families, seem to put a whole new group of 
people at risk financially, frequently with one breadwinner 
supporting two households and two families on one 
income. 

The real demands of such a situation usually become 
apparent just when the earning power of the main parties is 
reduced dramatically upon retirement from the Navy.” 

Likewise, the retiring WEA Chief Executive Capt David 
Wixon, in his haul down report after ten years in the post 
predicted the likelihood of a greater requirement for its ser¬ 
vices in the future with what looks to be spot on accuracy: 
“As politics and macro economics cause companies the 
world over to crumble or quake, as insurance policies can 
no longer give us the necessary assurance, as the word of 
those who handle the stock and savings of others may no 
longer be their bond, there really is a need for institutions 
like the WEA.” 

There are also difficulties for ex-Servicemen in finding 
employment - and these seem to apply now more in some 
ways to officers than to ratings. The former are viewed as 
being too old and too much used to exercising their author¬ 
ity while the latter are seen to be more malleable.This is a 
very simplistic view, but certainly heading your CV ‘former 
Naval officer’ is no longer the passport to a comfortable 
future outside that it once was. 

The record of the Royal Navy’s 
people’s support for a huge range 
of charitable enterprises has long 
been made clear in these pages 
- but they should also be advised 
that charity begins at home. 

□ Contact the White Ensign 
Association at HMS Belfast, 

Tooley St, London SE1 2JH. Tel 
020 7407 8658. 

email office@whiteensign.co.uk 

• SPOT ON: Capt David 
Wixon, Chief Executive WEA 
1992-2002 




• FIGHTING FIT: A member 
of 838 Troop The King’s Squad 
is congratulated by 2PUS Ian 
Andrews as Brigadier Nick 
Pounds , Commandant CTCRM 
looks on. Inset: The Kneller 
portrait of Samuel Pepys, 
probably painted when he was 
Secretary to the Admiralty 
(1673-79 and 1684-89) 


S amuel Pepys’ TOO-and-somethingth” successor as 
Secretary to the Navy Board Ian Andrews had a spe¬ 
cial date in his diary last month. 


The Second Permanent 
Under Secretary of State was 
invited to inspect the Passout 
of 838 Troop The King's Squad 
at the Commando Training 
Centre Royal Marines, 
Lympstone, Devon. 

The CTC is the biggest RM 
unit, with up to 1,800 perma¬ 
nent staff and trainees on the 
92 acre site at any one time. It 
runs over 400 courses each 


year. After visiting the Depot 
Royal Marines at Deal on 
March 7, 1918, King George V 
directed that the senior recruit 
squad in RM training would in 
future be known as The King’s 
Squad. 

One of its latest recruits was 
Mne Chris Morley from 
Edmonton, Alberta, whose 
grandmother Gladys, her best 
friend Irene Anderson, parents 
Bill and Margaret and actor 
brother James all flew over for 
the ceremony. 

Samuel Pepys, who died 300 
years ago this year at the age 
of 70, is best remembered for 
his famous diaries, which offer 
a unique picture of London life 
in the swinging 1660s - the 
first decade of the reign of the 
‘Merry Monarch’ Charles II. 

But he was also the friend of 
Wren, of fellow distinguished 
diarist John Evelyn, and of 
Dryden and Newton. He was 
also President of the Royal 
Society and one of the most 
creative and efficient public 
servants in our history - and 
the Royal Navy, for the next 
three centuries the mainspring 
of British power and policy, 
was the masterpiece of his 
administratuve genius. 

If he also took advantage of 
his position to enrich himself 
(“His record does not bear 
close scrutiny on that point” 
Mr Andrews admitted ruefully), 
this was no more than stan¬ 
dard practice at the time. 

J First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Alan West is to host the Pepys 
Club to a lunch at Admiralty 
House on June 25. 


Diary date 
for Pepys’ 


successor 
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e're just wild about Harry! 


AN AMERICAN aircraft car¬ 
rier which had a central role 
in the Iraq conflict paid a 
week-long visit to Ports¬ 
mouth. 

The nuclear-powered USS 
Harry S. Truman (CVN75) left 
her home port of Norfolk, 
Virginia at the beginning of 
December 2002 for a six-month 
deployment, the second since 
the ship commissioned in 
1998. 

She was at the heart of the 
Truman Battle Group, which 
included the guided missile 
cruiser USS San Jacinto, 
destroyers USS Briscoe and 
USS Deyo, the guided missile 
destroyers USS Oscar Austin, 
USS Mitscher, USS Donald 
Cook, the guided missile 
frigate USS Hawes, and the oil¬ 
ers USNS Kanawha and USNS 
Mount Baker. 

The carrier’s last landfall was 
at Koper in Slovenia on 
February 6, after which the ship 
and her air wing were at sea 
continuously until the visit to 
Portsmouth exactly three 
months later. 

Also with her at Portsmouth 
was the guided missile 
destroyer USS Winston S. 
Churchill, whose departure 
was delayed while she was fit¬ 
ted with a new propeller. 

The Harry S. Truman first 
launched strikes against Iraq 
on the night of March 21, and 
was integral to the Coalition 
war effort until she was 
released from combat opera¬ 
tions on April 18. 

In that time the ship’s air 
wing launched more than 2,000 
sorties, involving more than 
7,000 flight hours, delivered 
more than 700 tons of ord¬ 
nance and struck more than 
900 targets. 

The ship’s visit to 
Portsmouth saw many of her 
5,000 sailors, aircrew and 
marines enjoy a run ashore 
before the group headed back 
across the Atlantic; she was 
due back in Norfolk just after 
Navy News went to press. 

The Harry S. Truman is the 
eighth of a possible 11 Nimitz- 
class ships, and the latest of 
the class to be operational. 

She displaces 102,000 tons 
fully loaded, and her air wing 
amounts to more than 70 air- 



THE TRUMAN SHOW; Nuclear-powered carrier USS Harry 
Marshall , proudly wearing their newly presented ship's caps 


S. Truman arrives at Portsmouth guided in by Admiralty Pilots Tony Bannister and Kevin 
(inset) 


craft. She is powered by two 
nuclear reactors, which are 
expected to run the ship for up 
to a million miles before they 
need to be refuelled, and the 
engines can drive her at 
speeds in excess of 30 knots. 

□ Members of the crew of the 
USS Harry S. Truman were able 
to take advantage of the Navy 
News Cyber Deck in Action 
Stations in Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard to send mes¬ 
sages to their mothers on 


Mothers’ Day (May 11 in the 
USA). 

“We thought this would be a 
nice opportunity for them as we 
understood access to the 
Internet was not all that easy on 
board the ship,” said General 
Manager Barbara Barnes. 

Sponsored by Navy News , 
the Cyber Deck was opened in 
2002 and provides visitors with 
free access to the World Wide 
Web plus general and careers 
information about the Royal 
Navy. 


A decent-sized 
bed at last. . . 


SENIOR rates at HMS 
Raleigh will soon be unlocking 
an era of state-of-the-art living 
accommodation. 

The contract for the new blocks 
has been officially awarded to 
Flagship Training Ltd and will rep¬ 
resent a major improvement on 
the standard of out-dated accom¬ 
modation that has failed to keep 
up with modern standards. 

New 19sqm single cabins will 
boast hotel-style standards and 
include double glazing, 
flcxiblc/movablc modern furniture 


with desk, comfort chair and 
numerous electrical sockets which 
will be ideal for computers. 

Each will have a fully-tiled en 
suite shower, basin and toilet area, 
TV satellite, FM and telephone 
points (telephone connection will 
oc for individuals to arrange with 
local suppliers). 

There will be a separate utility 
room with laundry facilities and an 
extra bathroom and toilet on each 
level. Extra baggage space will be 
provided in the roof space with 
access via an extension to the stair¬ 


way. 



Giving a more personal feel will 
be co-ordinated interior design, 
furniture and curtains. The ground 
floor will provide toilet and bath¬ 
room facilities for disabled people. 

Favourable comments so far 
have singled out the extra space in 
the storeroom, a sense of “luxury”, 
an casy-to-clcan shower rcxim - 
and a decent-sized bed (4ft 6in 
wide) bed “at last”. 

The new accommodation at 
Raleigh, similar to that provided at 
Warburton-Lee VC block at HMS 
Collingwood, will provide home 
for 158 senior rates and should be 
completed by June 2004. 

New generation single living 
accommodation is being provided 
for the UK Armed Forces through¬ 
out the world as part of a multi¬ 
million pound investment. 

Other sites planned or already 
begun are at RN air station 
Culdrosc, Royal Marines Poole, 42 
Cdo, RNAS Yeovilton, Chivenor, 
HMS Nelson, Britannia Royal 
Naval College Dartmouth, HMS 
Excellent and for 45 Cdo and 40 
Cdo. 

• NEW LOOK: An impres¬ 
sion of the new senior rates 
accommodation at HMS 
Raleigh 



The Longest Battle.. 

The BATTLE 
of the 
ATLANTIC 




An official Souvenir 

Video 

The Official Souvenir Video of the 60th and final 
Commemorations in Liverpool, May 2003 

Veterans from 104 Associations were amongst the I60,(X)0 visitors 
who attended the 60 th and final Battle of the Atlantic 
Commemorations 2003, with an estimated 3,000 people at the 
Cathedral Service. 

Eleven ships from eight nations - including Russia - paid tribute. 
HMS Invincible was the Flagship of the event. Her presence a 
fitting tribute to the Battle of the Atlantic Veterans who gathered 
in Uverpool from all over the world". 

Navy News 

Also featuring... 

• Introduction by 1st Sea Lord. 

• Celebrity voice over. 

• Visiting ships from 8 nations. 

• Please Note: Supplies expected June 2003. 

• WWII footage. 

• Key events. 

Production will be limited, so do not miss this outstanding 
opportunity. Video approximately 35mins running time 
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Thousands gather in Liverpool for the 60th 
anniversary of the Battle of the Atlantic. 


Pictures: PO(PHOT) Paul Smith and 
LA(PHOT) Yam Yam Reynolds (HMS Invincible) 


• (Left) Flagship HMS 
Invincible arrives in Liverpool 
for the Battle of the Atlantic 
60th Anniversary 


• (Above) Veterans salute 
their fallen comrades during 
the Battle of the Atlantic 60th 
Anniversary Commemorations 
outside the Anglican 
Cathedral in Liverpool. The 
parade which followed fea¬ 
tured hundreds of veterans 
from associations represent¬ 
ing the various military and 
civilian organisations involved 
in the Battle 


• Above: First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan West takes the salute 
during the Veterans Parade 


• Left: Four fab sailors from HMS Invincible visited The Beatles 
Story in Liverpool - from left. Probationary CT Mel Shelton, OM 
Christopher McLean, OM Steven Campbell (drums) and OM 
Sharkey Qiolevu. 


• (Right) The chaplain of HMS 
Invincible, the Rt Revd Martyn 
Gough, was among those who 
led the Commemorative 
Service in the Anglican cathe¬ 
dral in Liverpool during a week 
marking the 60th anniversary 
of the Battle of the Atlantic 


n played a part 
Capt Johnnie 


T housands 

gathered in Liver¬ 
pool to mark the 
60th anniversary of 
the Battle of the Atlantic - 
and thousands more from 
the city turned out in a show 
of support for the veterans 
and their families. 

Liverpool hosted the war¬ 
time Command HO tasked 
with blunting the dreaded U- 
boat threat, and May 1943 
marked the turning point in a 
campaign which resulted in 
more than 70,000 deaths. 

It was in that month that the U- 
boat losses became unsustainable, 
and the attacks on Allied convoys 
were suspended, vastly reducing 
the risk of attacks on vital North 
Atlantic shipping. 

Among those whoj 
was the celebrated C 
Walker, whose tactics and personal 
drive were typical of the forces 
based in the North-West. 

Capt Walker’s deadly warships 
slipped out of the river to the 
strains of A-Hunting We Will Go - 
and his grandson, Capt Patrick 
Walker, was among those who laid 
a wreath at the commemoration 
service in the Anglican cathedral, 
attended by almost 2,000 guests 
while thousands more stood out¬ 
side. 

Official figures from the Chief 
Constable of Merseyside con¬ 
firmed that around 160,000 people 
came to watch the various displays 
and other attractions laid on dur¬ 
ing the week of commemorations - 
the last time the anniversary of the 
Battle of the Atlantic will be offi¬ 
cially marked. 

A total of 11 ships from eight 
nations, including Russia, France, 
Germany and the Netherlands, 
were in port for the event. 

HMS Invincible, the flagship, 
was moored on the Mersey in the 
centre of the city, while Sandown- 
class minehuntcr HMS Walncy and 
Archer-class patrol boats HMS 
ships Biter and Charger were also 
in town. 

Royal Marines staged displays 
for the Bank Holiday crowds at 
Albert Dock, while Nimrod aircraft 


• One of the 50 veterans carry¬ 
ing standards is in contempla¬ 
tive mood during the ceremo¬ 
nials which marked the 60th 
anniversary of the Battle 


• Lewis Trinder, from Alderslot, talking about the history of the Battle of the Atlantic to HMS 
Invincible's platoon, led by Lt tmma Finn, Captain’s Secretary of HMS Invincible. Lewis is a former 
RN Petty Officer Seamen, whoserved between 1942-1946. 


undertook flypasts, recalling the 
contribution of the RAF’s Coastal 
Command. 

The Battle of the Atlantic 
Committee (BoAC) was a local 
team, comprising RN 1 IQ Mersey¬ 
side, the City of Liverpool, and the 
King George’s Fund for Sailors. 

Commodore John Madgwick. 
the Chairman of the BoAC, said: 
“It has been an absolutely magnifi 
cent final commemoration, with 
numbers attending exceeding out 
wildest expectations. 

“There is no doubt that the 
many visiting veterans from around 
the globe will have departed 
Liverpool with lasting memories ol 
a very special and unique event. 

“It was a fitting tribute to the 
thousands of men and women whe 
were involved in the Battle of the 
Atlantic - the longest-running bat¬ 
tle of World War II - irrespective ol 
the flag under which they fought.” 

The weekend also marked a 
major RNA regional conference, 
organised by Area 10 of the 
Association. 


• Reginald Draper from 
Chester, shows his medals to 
OM Lucy Bennett of HMS 
Invincible (right). Reginald, a 
former lieutenant commander, 
served from 1943 to 1946. 


Merseyside remembers 
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PLYMOUTH maritime artist Dennis Andrews marks the 60th anniversary of 
World War Il’s longest campaign this month with a set of four prints. 

War in the Atlantic includes Dusk Gathers, featured here showing HMS 
Egret which had the unhappy distinction of being the first warship sunk by 
a guided missile, launched by a Luftwaffe bomber, in August 1943. 

The other prints are The Happy Time, showing a rendezvous between two 
U-boats; Swordfish Attack, with two torpedo bombers from HMS Ark Royal 
flying against the Bismarck; and HMS London in Arctic Waters, shooting 
down a Ju-88 with her 8in guns on May 1, 1942. 

The prints are available as a full set at £30 or singly at £9 plus pp from 
HPC Publishing, Drury Lane, St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex TN38 9BJ. 
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Chinese 

sketches 

THE DRAWING by Peter Munday, an Englishman 
who visited China in 1637, is contained in an 
update of The Circumnavigators by Derek Wilson 
first published in 1989 (Robinson £7.99). 

William Dampier - the first man to sail around 
the world three times - wrote in this period (with 
perhaps some exaggeration): “The Chinese are 
very great gamesters, and they will never be tired 
with h, playing night and day, till they have lost all 
their estates. Then it is usual with them to hang 
themselves . . . The Spaniards, themselves, are 
much addicted to gaming and are very expert at it 
but the Chinese are too subtle for them, being in 
general a very cunning people.” 
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Classic Rugby Shirt 

Short sleeve with traditional collar 

and side vents. % Jfc- 

Twin needle hems and taped shoulders. 

100% ring spun cotton. 

Available in Red and Navy or White and Navy. 
Embroidered Royal Navy Ensign. 

Sizes;Small 32/34, 

Medium 36, 
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X Large 42/44 XX Large 46/48 

£32.00 inc p&p UK £36.00 inc p&p UK 

£32.88 inc p&p Europe £36.88 inc p&p Europe 
£31.06 inc p&p O/S £34.46 inc p&p O/S 


C CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOO 


To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 
or write to: The Business Manager, Navy News, Portsmouth POI 3HH 

Cheque* payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/lntemational Money Order tn L Sterling and 
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Medal ribbons from 
coronations past 


THIS selection of ribbons from medals 
awarded to mark various royal jubilees and 
coronations over the past century or so is 
taken from the Medal Yearbook 2003 (Token 
Publishing £17.95). 

This invaluable reference for collectors 
includes the complete cumulative subject index 
to the parent magazine Medal News , starting 
with the March 1989 issue when it separated 


from Coin News. It gives estimated current val¬ 
ues along with some sage advice for beginners: 
“Your best guarantee always is to purchase 
medals only from reputable dealers ... The main 
problem arises when you buy medals from gen¬ 
eral antique shops, street market stalls, swap- 
meets and collectors’ fairs. Despite the Trades 
Descriptions Act and other legislation in recent 
years, in practice it is very difficult and expen¬ 
sive to win restitution.” So be warned. 



299. UK Diamond Jubilee Medal 



.302. Coronation 19(12 (Mayors & Provosts) 

III 

305.1 IK Coronation 1902 


308. Visit to Ireland 1903 
312. Delhi Durbar 1911 



311. Visit to Ireland 1911 



315. Coronation 1953 



300. Visit to Ireland 1900 



303. Coronation 1902 (Police) 




309. Coronation 1911 



313. jubilee 1935 




301. Coronation 1902 



304. Ceylon Coronation 1902 



307. Visit to Scotland 1903 



310. Coronation 1911 (Police) 



314. Coronation 1937 



318. Golden Jubilee Medal 
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S HORTLY after the sinking of King Henry Vlll’s 
pride and joy the Mary Rose in 1545, Francois van 
der Dellft, Imperial ambassador to Holy Roman 
Emperor Charles V, wrote the folllowing eye-wit¬ 
ness account to his master in code from 
Portsmouth: 

“ ... whilst the King was at dinner on the flagship, news came 
that the French were only five short leagues away. This turned out 
to be true, for within two hours their fleet in great force was seen 
in front of this port, and the King hurriedly left the flagship. 

“The English fleet at once set sail to encounter the French, and 
on approaching them kept up a cannonade against the galleys, of 
which five had entered well into the harbour, whilst the English 
could not get out for want of wind, and in consequence of the 
opposition of the enemy. 

“Towards evening, through misfortune and carelessness, the 
ship of Vice-Admiral George Carew foundered, and all hands on 
board, to the number of about 500, were drowned, with the excep¬ 
tion of about five and twenty or thirty servants, sailors and the 
like, who escaped. 

“I made enquiries of one of the survivors, a Fleming, how the 
ship perished, and he told me that the disaster was caused by 
their not having closed the lowest row of gunports on one side of 
the ship. Having fired the guns on that side, the ship was turning 
in order to fire from her other, when the wind caught her sails so 
strongly as to heel her over, and plunged her open gunports 
beneath the water, which flooded and sank her. They say, howev¬ 
er, that they can recover the ship and guns.“ 

Well, they didn’t of course - at least not until 1982 when she 
was rescued from the protective mud of the Solent and brought 
home to be preserved in Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. 

The above is the closest contemporary account of the loss of 
the ship, built at the very beginning of Henry Vlll’s reign - and it 
established the explanation, confirmed by the archaeological evi¬ 
dence, that she sank because she went about with open gunports. 
Enemy action is not mentioned as a factor. 

It is contained in Letters from the Mary Rose (Sutton Publishing 
£20) by C. S. Knighton and David Loades, a fascinating selection 
from the many contemporary documents that log the ship’s 
career. 

Published to mark the 21st anniversary of her spectacular rais¬ 
ing from the seabed - in which the Prince of Wales took a keen 
interest, himself diving to inspect the wreck - it includes all the 
surviving dispatches written aboard the ship during her first two 
periods of active service and a collection from a mass of 
accounts, warrants, bills and other documents (some regarding 
the crew and their misdemeanours). 

Much of this appears in print for the first time and is illustrated 
by photographs of some of the 29,000 artefacts recovered from 
the wreck, from leather shoes to longbows and cannon - all 
miraculously preserved in the mud. 


Recalling 
the pure 
hell of 


Ganges 


Instant hit - Ike 


links with ‘ABC’ 


‘AS SOON as the boys started to 
fall in. the thin ringer made a bee¬ 
line straight for Ginger. 

“That boy there!” 

‘The milling throngs of boys all 
stood still and all the chattering 
stopped as they looked round to 
see which of them he was address¬ 
ing. 

Ginger didn t need to look. He 
knew. 

Ray Lambert s Nozzers (£9.99 
from RAYL Publishing, 13 
Wccdswood Road, Chatham) will 
bring back many memories of 
IIMS Ganges life in the early 
1950s as he invites you ‘Meet the 
people, good and bad: endure the 
daily routines, always bad.* 

It was “as near as I could imag¬ 
ine hell to be.” he says. 


• PRESERVED: Some of the many styles of leather shoes recovered from the Mary Rose 


False step recorded in code 


D wight d. 

Eisenhower had 
chequered rela¬ 
tionships with 
Winston 
Churchill, Field Marshals 
Montgomery and Alan Brooke 
and his own larger-than-life 
subordinate, Gen George S. 
Patton - but forged perhaps his 
strongest bond with a Navy 
man. Admiral Andrew 
Cunningham. 

His insatiable itch to become 
more closely involved in the war he 
was given the job of directing is 
described in Carlo d’ Estes new 
biography, Eisenhower - Allied 
Supreme Commander (Wciden- 
feld & Nicolson £25). 

This was first fulfilled on June 8, 
1943 when he and Cunningham 
undertook their own form of “per¬ 
sonal reconnaissance” to observe 
firsthand the aerial and naval bom¬ 
bardment of Pantcllcria aboard the 
cruiser HMS Aurora. 

Amid the smoke, smell and 
boom of naval guns and the explo¬ 
sions of bombs, Aurora sailed with¬ 
in point-blank range of the island 
and Eisenhower took great satis¬ 


faction in at last being part of a 
military operation, even if briefly. 

He watched “with some merri¬ 
ment" as Cunningham personally 
adjusted the ship's gunfire. 

(To the intense annoyance of 
Churchill, “who suffered from the 
same affliction of exhuberance”, 
the pair had firmly refused his 
entreaties to accompany them. 
That the seas around the island 
were heavily mined was one of the 
many reasons why the Prime 
Minister had been left behind in 
Algiers). 

Although it was garrisoned by 
12,(KM) Italian soldiers, most of 
them were overage, ill trained and 
eager to surrender. Awed by the 
destruction, Eisenhower exclaimed 
to Cunningham: “Andrew, why 
don’t you and I gel in a boat 
together and row ashore on our 
own? I think we can capture the 
island without any of these sol¬ 
diers.” 

On June 11 the invasion com¬ 
menced and was quickly over, 
when the defenders emerged wav¬ 
ing white flags of surrender. 
Lampedusa likewise fell without 
losses. The lone British casualty 
was a soldier bitten by a mule. 

Cunningham, as d’Estc 


observes, was a fighting admiral in 
the grand tradition of British sea¬ 
faring warriors. Eisenhower 
regarded him as “the Nelsonian 
type of admiral ... He thought 
always in terms of attack, never of 
defense...He was a real sca-dog...l 
had the utmost respect for his mil¬ 
itary judgment.” 

Cunningham, known through¬ 
out the fleet by his initials simply as 
ABC’, returned the compliment: 
“I liked him at once. He struck me 
as being completely sincere, 
straightforward and very modest. 

“In those early days l had the 
impression that he was not very 
sure of himself; but who could 
wonder at that? We soon became 
fast friends...From the very begin¬ 
ning he set Anglo-American unity 
and friendship as his aim...lie left 
nothing undone to advance it.” 

• WAR LEADERS: The Allies 
discuss strategy in North 
Africa, 1943. Standing, second 
row left to right are Sir Arthur 
Tedder, Andrew Cunningham, 
Harold Alexander and Bernard 
Montgomery. Seated left to 
right are Anthony Eden, Alan 
Brooke, Churchill, George C. 
Marshall and Eisenhower. 
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THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its pages to recall 
some of the June headlines of past decades... 



• HMS Maidstone off Rothesay in 1964 


40 years ago 


30 years ago 


STEWARD George Kelly of 
HMS Maidstone was award¬ 
ed with a gold watch by the 
RSPCA after he crawled to 
the rescue of a terrier 
trapped in a foxhole in the 
Scottish hills. 

Initial attempts by the 
dog's owner and the RSPCA 
at rescue had failed, and help 
was sought from the depot 
ship Maidstone and Navy 
demolition experts. 

The team blasted to widen 
the hole, but even then the 
task was tough. George, the 
smallest of the group, volun¬ 
teered to tackle the narrow 
passage to the rescue. 


THE BADDIES’ caught at 
Chatham Naval Base turned 
out to be the Goodies from the 
popular TV series that was 
broadcast on the BBC. 

The comedic trio - Graeme 
Garden, Tim Brooke-Taylor 
and Bill Oddie - were almost 
unrecognisable concealed 
behind long overgrown beards 
and dressed in their prison 
outfits. 

The episode’s storyline cen¬ 
tred on a jailbreak from a 
tough prison sentence, and 
included a Keystone Cops 
chase with the TV fugitives 
being pursued by long-haired 
policemen. 


20 years ago 

ICE-SHIP HMS Endurance 
returned to her UK home in 
mid-May and told about one 
of her most difficult jour¬ 
neys when she had to break 
through close pack-ice in 
the Antarctic to go to 
recover British Antarctic 
Survey scientists. 

The two sledge parties of 
geologists were eventually 
recovered after a painfully 
slow 100-mile passage 
through the Weddell Sea to 
James Ross Island, with at 
times sailors walking ahead 
of the ship marking the 
route of least resistance 
with flags. 



The Admiralty Collection ' 


Decorative maps and sea charts 
for memories of world-wide travels 


For a FREE CATALOGUE 

please contact: 

The Sea Chest Nautical Bookshop, 
Queen Anne’s Battery Marina, 
Plymouth, Devon PL4 OLP. 

Teh +44 (0)1752 222012 
1^/177324 FAX: +44 (0)1752 252679 



£ 15 ™* 

www. seach est. co. ilk 



www.regjmentalringtones.co.uk 
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Operational honours 


Operational honours for RN personnel - April 1 
to September 30 2002 
Northern Ireland 

QCB - Sgt Alan Peter Drake RM; W02 Ian 
Gregory Robinson RM 

QCVS - CpI Colin Andrew Lees RM; Rev Ian 
James Wheatley RN 

Afghanistan 

CBE - Brig Roger Guy Tyson Lane RM 
OBE - Col Simon Timothy Chicken RM 
MC - Marine Liam Peter Armstrong RM 
MID - Marine Alan Cameron RM 


QCVS - Maj Robin James Woolcott Bucknall RM; 
CpI David Adrian Morris RM; Sgt Paul Ryan RM 

Non-operational awards 

MBE - Lt Cdr Ian Stuart Groom RN 
QGM - CPO(D) Andrew Johnston Carss RN; LHD 
John Anthony Flaxman RFA; POMEM(E) Robert 
Logan Hunter RN; CPOMEA Christopher James 
Alexander Mullan RN 

QCB - POMEA Darren Philip Bennion RN; 
OM(AWW)1 James Clement Bowen RN; OM(AWW)1 
Alexander Stelios Michou RN 


Deaths 


OM(C) Jonathan F.F. Martin. ELANT- 
NAVNORTH (Northwood) Joined the Royal 
Navy May 17. 1999 At HMS Raleigh he was 
part of Cunningham 20s Division (Lynch 
Mob). Jonny passed away peacefully follow¬ 
ing an illness bravely borne Aged 21, Apnl 
15. 

Col Sgt Phillip Brian Milburn. RM 
Division Leconfield Col Sgt Milburn died as 
the result of a road traffic accident. Apnl 23 

POAEA(L) Patricia Judith Johnson. 
RNAS Culdrose May 1. 

ALS(SEA) Lesley Jane Packham. HMS 
Liverpool May 8 


Rear Admiral Sir Richard Trowbridge. 

Former Captain of the Royal Yacht Britannia 
and Governor of Western Australia. Joined 
Navy aged 15 as boy seaman in 1935 and 
commissioned in 1940. Served through 
World War II at sea. notable for period in 
Wakeful as mentioned in dispatches for role 
in evacuating Japanese prisoners of war. 
Post-war specialised in gunnery. Other posts 
included CO of Carysfort in Mediterranean 
(1956-58). 2iC Bermuda (1958059). 
Gunnery School HMS Excellent. CO of 
Fishery Protection Squadron (1962-64), staff 
of Director of Guided Weapons at Bath. CO 
of Hampshire as flagship of the Western 
Fleet. Flag Officer Royal Yachts (1970-75). 
After leaving service, took post of Governor 
of Western Australia in 1980 tor three years. 
Aged 83. May 4 

Lt Cdr Dick Moore GC. Awarded 
George Cross during World War II for 
disarming unexploded bombs Served in 
RNVR from 1939 in the Naval Unexploded 
Bomb Department from HMS Effingham and 
with the RN Torpedo and Mining School at 
Portsmouth; also MCM section at Admiralty 
before joining Dido as torpedo officer 
in 1942; involved in landings in Sicily. 
Salerno and Anzio; then deputy director 
Torpedoes and Mining Admiralty delegation 
in Washington DC Lett Royal Navy in 
1946 and joined Atomic Energy Research 
Establishment, and played significant role 
in the development of atomic energy Aged 
87. 

Basil Greenhill. Director of National 
Maritime Museum Greenwich 1967-83. 
Joined RNVR at outbreak of World War II 
as telegraphist, then volunteered for FAA 
and promoted first to Radar Mechanic then 
commissioned. Worked on radar develop¬ 
ment at research establishment in Malvern, 
and left service in 1946 in rank of lieutenant 
Moved on to career in diplomatic service and 
joined NMM in 1967 on leaving, where he 
widened the collection and established 
museum as a national and international 
research centre Chairman for ten years of 
the SS Great Bntain Project. Wrote a num¬ 
ber of books on maritime matters. Aged 83. 
April 8. 

Roger Alan Fish. POCK(O). Served 
1964-86. Ships include; Scylla, Hydra. 
Neptune and Cdlingwood (both serving and 
as civilian). Aged 56. January. 

Adrian Pearson. AJgennes Association 
Ships include Chameleon. February 13. 

Sid Williams. Algerines Association. 
Ships include Recruit. March 13. 

Edward Mepham. Algerines Association 
Ships include Brave. March 16. 

Stanley Haswell. Algennes Association. 
Ships include Wave. March 29 

Lt Cdr W.A.L Dan. 17th Flotilla and 
HMS Opportune Associations. April 1. 

Ronald L. Sulman. Royal Naval Patrol 
Service. RNPS Association. North London 
branch. Served in Actaeon. Colonsay. 
BYMS. HMS Torpedo School Chatham. 
Aged 88. March 

Tom 'Bomber' Brown. Aircraft Handlers 
Association. Served 1952-83. Apnl 14 

Edwin 'Ted' Gait. Leading Seaman. 
Served 1952-62 in Opossum. Camperdown 
and Drake Aged 66. April 13. 

Joan Naylor, nee Hogben. WRNS 
Served 1939-45 first at Immmgham. then 
Lowestoft and HMS Europa (St Lukes). April 
23. 

Robert Bob’ Deffley. CPOMA Served 
1957-84. Ships and establishments included 
RNH Plymouth. Bighi. RNAS Goldcrest. 
Falcon. Heron, and HMS Urchin. Eagle and 
Valiant. Aged 64. Apnl 19. 

M.D. Skipper’ Blyth. CPO MEA 
Submanners Association. Hull. Served in 
Valiant. Churchill. Tireless and Torbay Aged 
46 

R.E. Faram. Submariners Association. 
London. 

B.W. ’Ben' Stokes. Leading 
Telegraphist Submariners Association. 
London. WWII submariner. Served in H33. 
L27 and Sirdar. Aged 82. 

Ron Spurrier. Served 1956-67 Joined at 
Ganges as junior seaman and sonar opera¬ 
tor Ships included Dampier. Dalrymple. 
Soberton. Russell. Berwick. Owen and 
Scott. Trained as Hydrographic Surveyor 
and served in Far East, the Gulf and Eurof>e. 
After the Navy continued as surveyor and 
dredging manager at home and abroad. 
Aged 62. April 10. 

Neil Blandford. Leading Telegraphist 
HMS Daring Association. Served 1949-61 
Ships included Deep Sea Tug. Marauder 
Daring (1952-55). Admiralty Whitehall Aged 
71. March 12. 

Derek ’Topsy' Turner. CPO ME. Served 
1948-70. Served in Raleigh. Belfast. 
Diamond. Birmingham. Eagle and Bulwark, 
and as instructor at Raleigh and Pembroke 
among other ships and establishments. April 
16. 

David Stephen Osborne. CPO Caterer 
Submanner. HMS Antrim Association, latter¬ 
ly vice chairman. Aged 60. Apnl 30. 

Derek Edgar. Fleet Chief Writer. Served 
1955-85. Ships included Diana. Centaur. 
Tartar. Berwick and Fife. Aged 63. April 17 

Lt Cdr Graham Harris. Submariners 
Association. Barrow-in-Furness Served in 
Revenge. Courageous. Trafalgar and 
Spartan Apnl 29. 


Alan Reginald Burt (Burtt from 1960). 
Stoker Mechanic 1st Class Served 1948-55. 
Ships included Vengeance (1948-49). 
Implacable (1949-50). Indomitable (1950). 
Indefatigable, various MTBs (1954) and 
minelayers (1955). Aged 72. April 26. 

John Tyrell. Signalman Served in 
Atherstone (1944-45) and minesweepers 
(1946). 

Andrew Angus Borland. Chief Petty 
Officer, qualified deep sea salvage diver, tor¬ 
pedo instructor. Served for 26 years from 
1953-79 in Implacable. Drake. Illustrious. 
Gambia. Defiance. Trowbridge. Victory. 
Victorious. Wizard, Vernon. Orion. Hydra. 
Raleigh. Royal Arthur. Plymouth. Seahawk 
and Fisgard Aged 67. April 26 

Alan Bungy' Edwards. Fleet Chief Petty 
Officer Cook. Ships include Albion. London. 
Sirius and served on the staff of CinC 
Plymouth and Portsmouth (Lord Lewin’s 
staff). Aged 65. March 6. 

Eric Robinson. Able Seaman. Served in 
Argonaut 1942-46. Aged 77. 

Edward Gibson. Able Seaman. 6th 
Destroyer Flotilla Association. Served in 
Caesar in Atlantic. Arctic and Far East. Aged 
77. April 

George William Cripps. HMS Bruce 
Association Served in Britannia. Chevron. 
Scott. Cook, Euryalus. Forth. Cheviot. 
Bastion. Franklyn. Victorious. Tantivy and 
Toledo. Aged 72. May 9. 

Sgt Arthur E. Awcock RM. Served 1946 
58. then joined Essex police for 25 years and 
retired as Sgt CID April 12. 

E.A. Henry Headicar. Served in Cheviot 
(1945). May 6 

Ron Robinson. Algerines Association, 
served in Lioness March 31 

Eric F. Quinn. Algennes Association, 
served in Wave and Rowena April 10 
S. Rayfield DSM. Algerines Association, 
served in Ready 

John T. Roberts. Algennes Association, 
served in Pickle April 22 

Arthur Wennell. Algennes Association, 
served in Pelorus. Apnl 22. 

Rita Shipgood. Algerines Association, 
served in Lochmvar and Boscawen Apnl 29 
Ron Bell. Algennes Association, served 
in Albacore May 1. 

George Butterworth. Algerines 
Association, served in Orestes. May 5. 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 

Cdr W.D. Broadbent. Served: Chaplet. 
Maidstone. Pembroke. Anchonte. Thorough 
and Dolphin 

Lt Cdr J.N. Devlin DSC. Served 
Theseus. Chequers and HM Submannes 
Sofare. Sealion. Uproar. Artful. Affray and 
Thorough 

Lt Cdr S.K. Grove. Served: Gambia. 
Aphrodite. Terror. Tyne. Dalrymple. President 
and Centurion 

Lt Cdr A.M. Harrington. Served: 
Trafalgar. Sultan and Dryad. 

Lt Cdr J.W. Hoggard RNR 
Lt Cdr LA. Hurley RNR 
Rear Admiral P.G. La Niece. Served: 
Barham. Birmingham. Viscount, Ajax, Saker, 
Ausonia. Triumph, President. Dolphin. 
Excellent and Victory. 

The Reverend B.G.G. Marshall. 

Lt W.E. Meadows RM. 

Lt T.H. Ouilliam. Served: Eagle. 
Defiance. Ceylon, Wingard. Thracian and 
Daedalus. 

Lt Cdr The Earl of Ranfuriy. 

Lt Cdr F.C. Rice DSM. Served Bambara. 
Fulmar. President. Ariel, Daedalus and 
Cochrane 

Lt Cdr C.S.P. Sherwood. Served: 
Superb. Newfoundland. Jufair. Scarborough. 
Puma. Goldcrest. Afrikander. Lincoln. 
Herald. President. Daedalus. Cochrane 
Lt Cdr A.J. Todd. Served: Cumberland, 
Gamecock. Dalrymple, Ausonia. Vigilant, 
Minerva and Warrior 

Lt Cdr S.J. Walton. Served. Glory. 
Cossack. Ariel. Fisgard. Goldcrest. Vernon 
and Collingwood 

Lt Cdr PC. Wilkinson RNVR 
Lt Cdr H E. Wood RNR 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

C. Morris. AB Capenhurst. HMS Black 
Swan. Aged 78. 

Trevor Roberts. Capenhurst. Served in 
Algerines. Lindisfarne and Piddle Aged 72 
John Battershall. RM. Thurrock. 45 
Commando ’Crost’. April 18. 

E. Joyce. North Reddish Aged 80 
Bernard Swalwell. Kidderminster, asso¬ 
ciate. Aged 73. 

Harold Hindley. Leading Cook. Wallasey, 
life member, area and branch treasurer 
Served in Navy 1951-63. Ships included: 
Drake. Black Swan. Ceres. Gannet, Loch 
Veyatie. Salerno. Eagle. Chaser. Forth. 
Adamant, and Raleigh. 

George Wilson. Wallasey, associate. 
Christopher Hazlehurst. FAA. Runcorn, 
life member Ships served in: Raleigh. 
Drake. Daedalus. Waxwing. Saker. Condor. 
Bhemnda and Ukussa. Aged 85 
Eric Young. Runcorn, associate. 

Les Lewis. Bridgend, former secretary. 
Aged 83. April 9 

Frederick Stanley May. Caine. L/Sea. 
Served in Navy 1942-46. Holder of the 39/45 
Star. Africa Star. Italian Star. Defence Medal 
and Victory Medal March 23. 

Cyril Thomas. CEA Sidcup. Ships 
included Enchantress and Adamant. Aged 
81. 

William George Pip' Reynolds. Acting 
Petty Officer. Basildon Served 1941-46. 
Ships include SS Cormash. SS Garrone. SS 
Empire Purcell. SS Longa. MV Carrick 
Coast. SS Asteria. MV Summity. HMS Flying 


Fox Aged 79. February 4. 

George Higginson. Fleet Air Arm. 
Kingston upon Thames. 

Bill Neale. Birmingham Fleet Air 
Association and Birmingham Nautical Club 
One of founder members of National Fleet 
Air Arm Association, later national secretary 
for many years. Apnl 23. 

Rex Ralph. Margate. HMS Calcutta 
survivor. Served in Attacker. Venerable and 
Vengeance 

John James Battershall. Thurrock. 
Served in Royal Marines 1945-50 in 42 and 
45 Commando RM Paraded with RM 
Bugler Aged 77. Apnl 18. 

Wally Tug' Whymark. Wivenhoe and 
Elmstead. founder member. Ships included: 
Eagle (1939-42). Ramsey (1943). Orlanda 
(1943-44). Pyramus (1944). and Marmeluke 
(1945). Mav. 

Harry Crellin. Peel. Served in Russian 
convoys. Aged 87, March 

Eric William Hammond. Beccles Aged 
85. April 12. 

Peter Bellamy. Kendal. 8th Destroyer 
Flotilla Association Ships included 
Campjama and Cockade. Aged 76. April 22. 

Henry Ernie' Lawrence. Penzance 
Ships included Vengeance. Aged 75. 

Dave Riley. Leading Stores Assistant 
Morecambe and Heysham. secretary for 
many years and former treasurer Joined at 
Ganges in July 1946 Served in Implacable. 
Illustnous. Vanguard and Enard Bay. Left 
Navy in March 1957. 

Jim’ Haskell DSM. Femdown. Aged 87. 
March 22. 

Harry Cash. Femdown. former president 
April 19. 

Dot Gadd WRNS. Woking, honorary 
member Aged 80. December 14 

Jim Alesbury. Woking. Aged 79. 
February 


Appointments 


Rear Admiral R.F. Cheadle to 

be Chief Naval Engineer on 1 
Aug 03. 

Lt Cdr C.M. Bourne to HMS 

Guernsey as CO on 1 Aug 03. 

Lt Cdr R.D. Lintern to HMS 
Chiddingfold as CO on 12 Aug 
03. 

Lt Cdr D.R. Wilson to HMS 

Bangor as CO on 26 Jun 03. 

Col G.S. Robison to Sultan 
Admiralty Interview Board as 
Board President on 29 Apr 03. 

Lt Cdr A.S. Corbett to HMS 
Vengeance (Port) as CO on 26 
Aug 03. 

Lt Cdr D.J. Lambourne to 849 

Squadron A Flight (Ark Royal) as 
CO on 5 Jul 03. 


Sports lottery 


5 Apr 03: £5.000 - Lt D. Gorman, RAF 
Shawbury, £1,500 - MEM S. Marshall, 
Sultan; £500 - WOI K. Simpson, RM 
Poole 

12 Apr 03: £5.000 - POSA P. Kennard. 

Newcastle; £1.500 - OM P. Scott. 
Liverpool; £500 - Capt I. Waddell, HQRM 
19 Apr 03: £5,000 - AEM D. Evans. 
Ocean; £1.500 - POfTSSM) N. Harvey. 
Raleigh; £500 - CpI S. Needham, 
Stonehouse 

26 Apr 03: £5.000 - Mne J. Burke, 
FPGRM; £1.500 Maj M. Bestwick, 
UKMARBATSTAFF; £500 - Lt Cdr J. 
Toothill, COMNAVSOUTH 


For more information on the RN & RM 
Sports Lottery, call 023 9272 3806. 


Swap drafts 


OMMW1 D. Sykes-Gelder. Contact and 
draft: HMS Endurance. Will swap lor: any 
Portsmouth-based hunt or single-role, 
preferably fish protection - with effect from 
June 26. 

CPOMEM(L) Sefton. Contact: 07745 
822896. Draft: HMS Ocean. Jun 03. Will 
swap for: any Type 42 or CVS based in 
Portsmouth. 

WSTD Louise Lee. Contact and draft: 
HMS Chatham. 3Q Mess. Will swap for: any 
Portsmouth-based ship or establishment 

SA Smith. Contact and draft: HMS 
Gloucester. 0773 969 1531. Will consider: 
any other Type 42. deploying or not. 

LOM(EW) Wilkes. Contact and draft: 
HMS Glasgow. BFPO 287. Will swap for: 
any Plymouth ship. 


Ratings seeking to swap drafts 
must meet the requirements of 
BR14, article 0506. In particular, 
they should be on or due the same 
kind of service - sea or shore; have 
time to serve in their current draft; 
be the same rate; and be of similar 
experience. All applications must be 
made on Form C240 to NDD, 
Centurion Building. 


( Submissions for the next edition of Navy News 
must be received before: June 12 


) 
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YEOVILTONhas bagged the last 
main slot in the military air show cal¬ 
endar - and it looks like the move has 
paid dividends this year. 

While other shows around the country 
have had to amend their programmes as a 
result of operations in Iraq, organisers of 
the RNAS Yeovil ton Air Day, on Saturday 
September 20, hope they can fulfil many of 
their commitments. 

Event organisers - the day is a joint ven¬ 
ture by the air station and the Audrey 
Huclin Agency - promise an action-packed, 
fun-filled day out for all the family to enjoy. 

The air day’s main purpose is to promote 
the Royal Navy and particularly Naval avia¬ 
tion, including the work of the many profes¬ 
sionals who make the service what it is 
today. 

The show acknowledges the 100th 
anniversary of controlled powered flight - it 

• Air Day candidates - a World War II 
Firefly (top left and left) and the Lynx 
helicopter display team of 702 Naval 
Air Squadron (top right) 


Tickets are available from 
the Yeovilton website 
www.yeoviltonairday. co. uk 
or from the Ticket Line on 
0870 800 4747. 

Tickets are £16 for adults, 
£14 for senior citizens, 

I and £2 for under 16s, 

when bought in advance. 

is hoped a World War I vintage SE5A will 
play a part - and this year takes the theme 
‘Carrier*. 

The Somerset air station is home to 
squadrons of Sea Kings, Lynx and Gazelle 
helicopters, many of which saw service in 
Iraq, as well as Sea Harriers and the RN 
Historic Flight, and many of these aircraft 
will he taking to the air on the big day. 

The Air Day not only gives a chance for 
the public to see aircraft, but also the com¬ 
plete range of Fleet Air Arm work. 

It will he a normal working day for 
Service personnel, so visitors - expected to 
number up to 50,000 - will have the chance 
to look ‘behind the scenes’ in maintenance 
hangars and training facilities. 


Pictures by Bradley Coates (15), 
words by Chantelle Wilde (15), both 
on work experience with Navy News 



Accommodation 


| 



UNION JACK 
CLUB 

Opposite Waterloo Main Line 
Station and ideal location for 
visiting the London Eye, Imax 
cinema and all the attractions 
of central London. 

Wide range of bedrooms 
continually being improved to 
suit all tastes and budgets. 
TV and telephone now in 
all en-suite bedrooms. 

Ask to stay here when visiting 
London on duty. 

For more information contact: 
Reservations Office 
UNION JACK CLUB 
Sandell Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 020-7928 4814 
Fax: 020-7620 0565 

e-mail: abo@ujclub.co.uk 


ADJOINING PLYMOUTH 
HOE ANI) SEAFRONT 

Friendly guesi house. CTV's, 
Tea/Coffee, C.H.. mostly en suite. 
Posh 4 poster. Parking. From LI 8 p.p. 
Edgcumbe Guest House 
50 Pier Street. West Hoe 
Tel 01752 660675 
E-mail hawton@clara.co.uk 


P 0RTS\101T|J 

LADY 11 

HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 

100 yards from main gate, 
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/ 
HMS Warrior/ 
Museums a II on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins ♦ 
family rooms, colourT.V, 
Tea+Coffee facilities, free house 

Tel: 023 9287 0505 


Plymouth 

Sunray Hotel, 3 Alfred Street. The Hoe 

B & B from 

£22 per person per night 

Rooms en-suite Tea/coffee, 

TV & CH, Parking 

Tel: 01752 669113 

www.sunraytioiel co uk f mail infcWtsunuyhotel co uk 




*/ \ d bl b 8Tb \* 

Osmond Quest Mouse 

42 Tier Street, ‘H'est 'Moc 

01752 229705 


Bed and Breakfast from £1 *-£25.00 
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
(TV. Tca/CofTcc making. 
Mostly Fin-suite. Parking. / 


Garian Flouse Floliday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 

CHARGE PER PERSON - MINIMUM 2_PE_RSON$ 


WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST - £100.00 WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER - £80.00 
OTHER MONTHS - £70.00 LONG LETS - £60.00 

1st SEPT - 1st JUNE NIGHTLY - £15.00 
DEPOSIT PER PERSON - £20.00 

CHILDREN 12 YEARS OR UNDER HALF PRICE IF SLEEPING IN THE SAME ROOM AS ADULTS. 


BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER. 

MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 023 9273 3581 Between 9am - 4pm 

www.garianhouse.co.uk 



l(X) Bedrooms - 250 Scat Banquet Hall ~ Free Parking 

Chatham Dockyard - Royal Engineers Museum 



Ideal for Day Trips to France, London or Leeds Castle 
Medway is ideal for your ships reunion or a weekend break 
with one of our specially tailored RNA packages. 
Telephone Debbie on 01634 830303 for further details or bookings 



-THE GRAND HOTEt— 

Plymouth 

Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 

Peak Season (April - October) 

£30.00 pppn sharing a double/twin executive 
Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more 
between Thursday — Sunday, 

Subject to availability at time of booking. 

Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently 
situated on Plymouth Hoe r ^ 

a a & i ,tt Telephone: (01752) 661195 



JMD PROPERTY LETTING 
PROPERTIES IN SCOTLAND 


Do you have properties 
sitting vacant? 

If so call JMD as we have 
potential tenants 


Tel: 01436 831 272 

www.jmdpropertyletting.co.uk 



Rooms or Property to let? 
Contact our 
advertising team on 

023 9272 5062 
023 9272 4226 

023 9275 6951 

___ ' 


ISUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions. Mess Parties. Wedding 
Receptions. Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 


Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


^TORQUAY# 
Southbank Hotel 

• Licensed Bar ETB ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

• Family rooms available 

• Close to seafront + shops 

• H/C, Tea+Coffee. TV, All Rooms 

Mags (Simon) & Rachel Thacker 
Both Ex-Navy 

Tel: 01803 296701 
Fax: 01803 292026 


CANTERBURY HOTEL 
SOUTHSEA 

www.catitrrburyhotrljeroup.coM 

KKSKRX'ATIONS 

023 9229 3136 - 023 9282 1508 


• Room, Bed & Breakfast from 

£22.50 a night 
• Modern. Comfortable 
Accommodation Close to Sea Front 

• 20 En-Suite Rooms Available 

• Book Online - 
Group Discounts Available 
Off Road Car Parking 


El. TORCAL NATIONAL PARK. 
Spain. Luxury 2 bed 2 en-suite rural 
villa with private pool. Walking, 
climbing, historical sites and bird 
watching 45 mins Malaga Airport. 
DetaiLs 0034 660605354, 

Email: eltorcalholidaysC^aol.com 

BEAUTIFUL 4/6 CARAVAN near 
Barmouth overlooking Cardigan 
Bay. Small well managed site. Welsh 
Tourist Board Approved. Our 
visitors always come hack again. 
Available full or part week. 
Phone 01341 281493 


HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED 
ADVERTISING 
ON OUR 
WEBSITE? 

Now you can reach 
a truly global audience! 

To find out more contact: 

Sheila Thompson 

023 9275 6951 

www.navynews.co.uk 
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Roval Naval Assotiation 


Steadfast 
service by 
Terry wins 
accolade 

IT WAS a happy occasion at the 
Kingston-upon-Thames branch 
annual general meeting, when S/M 
Terry Weir was presented with a 
certificate to mark 55 years service 
to TS Steadfast. 

Branch president Commodore 
Roger Parker, wearing his other 
hat as Commodore of the Sea 
Cadet Corps, made the presenta¬ 
tion. 

He paid a warm tribute to S/M 
Weir's dedication to the SCC Unit 
outlining his progress from Cadet 
to Commanding Officer and the 
contribution he continued to make 
after his retirement to the Unit's 
welfare. 

S/M Weir also received a 
Community Award, some days 
later, from the mayor of Kingston, 
in recognition of his service to the 
youth of the borough and to the 
local branch of the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institute, of which he was 
chairman. 

St Neot’s 
chairman 
visits Natal 

A WARM welcome awaited S/M 
John Ridley, chairman of St 
Neot’s branch, when he paid a 
visit to South Africa with his wife 
Maureen. 

On a previous visit. Natal 
branch were unable to present 
them with a crest, but this year 
there was a crest for the British 
visitors. 

Their gift to the home branch, a 


Golden celebrations 
for Stockton branch 


A DINNER and dance and a 
parade were the highlights of the 
Stockton-on-Tees branch 
Golden Jubilee celebrations. 

The dinner and dance was held 
at the Golden Eagle Hotel. 
Thornaby, where Eddie 
Smurthwaite, the branch secretary, 
was presented with the Golden 
Jubilee Certificate by national 
chairman Fred Chambers. 

Shortly after, a parade was held, 
led by the Band of Her Majesty’s 
Royal Marines, Scotland. 

This is only the second time a 
Royal Marines Band has paraded 
in the town - the first occasion 
being that of the branch's Silver 
Jubilee. 

More than 30 standards 
and more than 200 mem¬ 
bers of the Association and 
other veterans groups 
marched through the town 
centre to the War Memorial 
for a wreath-laying ceremo¬ 
ny. 

The parade then continued to 
the parish church for a Service of 
Remembrance and Thanksgiving, 
before everyone marched back to 
the RNA Club on William Street - 
the only ex-Servicc club in the 
town. 

The salute was taken by the 
deputy Lord Lieutenant of 
Durham, and also on the dais were 
Commodore Paul Sutcrmeister. 
the Area President, national chair¬ 
man Fred Chambers, the mayor of 
Stockton, and other dignitaries. 

Branch secretary Eddie 
Smurthwaite invited everybody 



• A parade was held in 
Stockton to mark the branch’s 
Golden Jubilee, and wreaths 
were laid at the War Memorial 
(right) 

back to the club where he read out 
a letter of congratulations from the 
Queen. 

He later said that the event went 
very well, and that he was pleased 
with i he turn out 

Branch chairman Harry Morgan 
and the committee then gave per¬ 
mission to splice the mainbrace. 


French 

cruiser 

hosts 

visitors 

AQUITAINE branch had a 
most successful lunch in the 
wardroom of the French heavy 
cruiser Colbert in Bordeaux. 

Guests included two ex¬ 
submariners; the 
Commanding Officer of the 
ship, Cdr Gaugere, who pre¬ 
sented us with a ship’s crest, 
and Andre Mabileau, the pres¬ 
ident of Aquitaine AMMAC - 
the French equivalent of the 
RNA. 

Anyone visiting France, par¬ 
ticularly the Bergerac area, is 
welcome to join the branch at 
their lunches, which are on 
the second Wednesday of 
each month. 

Contact Ken Napier on 0033 
5 5301 7280. 

Crest hangs 
in church 

LT CDR Nobby Hall, chairman 
of the newly-formed branch, 
extended a warm welcome to 
S/M Colin Hobbs and his wife 
Marion, when they paid a visit 
to Cyprus. 

The crest which the visitors 
presented now hangs with 
others presented, in All Saints 
Church, Episkopi, until the 
branch has acquired a perma¬ 
nent home. 

Cdr Hall has the distinction 
of being an honorary Surface 
Warfare Officer, as reported in 
last month’s Navy News , a 
status conferred on him by 
the US Navy with whom he 
studied, trained and served 
during his 28 years of Naval 
service. 


bottle of Nelson's Blood*, was 
very much appreciated. 

S/M Alex Dore, Natal branch 
‘Master-at-Arms', extends a warm 
welcome to visitors heading their 
way. 

But he said advance notice of 
the visit would enable members to 
arrange a social in honour of the 
visitors, allowing some time to 
swing the lamp, who should email 
manatalsa@mweb.co.za or con¬ 
tact S/M Paul Knapp on +27 31 
469 2550. 


Memorial Services at Sea 

Our dignified and individual services, 
operating out of Portsmouth, are an ideal way to pay 
tribute to a person who lived for the sea. 

For a leaflet please call Memorial Services at Sea Ltd on: 

023 9246 1919 


Busy CO 
makes time 
to call in on 
namesakes 

MEMBERS were delighted to 
welcome Cdr Richard Thomas. 
Commanding Officer of HMS 
Portland, and his wife. Caren, as 
guests of honour at the Portland 
branch annual dinner dance, held 
at the Jubilee Hall, Easton Road, 
Portland. 

Cdr Thomas's visit was very 
much appreciated as the ship was 
conducting Operational Sea 
Training out of Devonport, and it 
was obviously a busy time. 

The growing friendship between 
the ship and its namesake branch 
began when Cdr Thomas and 
members of the ship’s company 
attended the Portland 
Remembrance service. 

Members hope it won’t be too 
long before HMS Portland visits 
Portland. 



Shop Online - www.navynews.co.uk Shop Online - www.navynews.co.uk 

Travel Alarm Clock 

This travel clock folds neatly 
into a brown leather 
imitation crocodile case. 

Reinforced case sides will 
make this a perfect travel 
time piece. The clock has a 
smooth gold effect finish 
with clearly marked roman 
numerals and hands. 

£32.95 inc p&p UK 
£33.37 inc p&p Europe 
£28.94 inc p&p O/Sea 

To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 - or write to: 

The Business Manager, Navy News, Portsmouth POI 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/Intemational Money Order in L Sterling and 
drawn on UK bank. Or (or payment by Credit Card/Switch. UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. Prices outside EU are ex-VAT. 

Please note, items shown not octuol size. Orders are normally dispatched wrthm 48 hours, however please allow up to 28 days for delivery 



Profitable day 

RYEMARKET shopping centre 
in Stourbridge proved to be a 
profitable venue for the 
Stourbridge and District 
branch’s flag day and recruit¬ 
ment display. 

The day raised £729 for the 
branch welfare fund and, just 
as important, there was the 
promise of several new mem¬ 
bers. 



• Cdr Richard Thomas and his wife Caren 


£50 PRIZE PUZZLE 



edition was ordered as HMS 
Loch Assynt. completed as 
Derby Haven, and sold to the 
Iranian navy in 1949 as the 
Babr. 


pictured - and who command¬ 
ed the French squadron which 
took such a battering in the 
early years of the 18th century? 

The correct answer wins 


The winner of the £50 prize 
for identifying her was Mr P. 
Joyce of Manchester. 

This month s ship was pic¬ 
tured on June 13, 1956, and 
was named after a naval 
engagement in which Admiral 
Sir George Rooke's Anglo- 
Dutch force attacked and heav¬ 
ily defeated a combined fleet of 
Spanish treasure ships and 
French escorts. 


another £50. 

Complete the coupon and send it to 
Mystery Picture. Navy News, HMS Nelson. 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. Coupons giving 
correct answers will go into a prize draw 
to establish a winner. 

Closing date for entries is July 18. 
2003. More than one entry can be submit¬ 
ted. but photocopies cannot be accepted. 
Do not include anything else in your enve¬ 
lope: no correspondence can be entered 
into and no entry returned. 

The winner will be announced in our 
August edition. The competition is not 
open to Navy News employees or their 
families. 
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| My answer: 1. | 

j 2. 

i_i 



















































ynews.co.uk 


NAVY NEWS, JUNE 2003 29 



Options 
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RFA decision is 
'positive move' 


THE ADMISSION of Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary personnel to 
full membership of the RNA is 
a step in the right direction, 
according to a joint 
RNA/RFAA policy statement. 

Outlining tne benefits to be 
gained by both associations, the 
statement goes on to say that the 
registration of the REAA as a char¬ 
ity with the timely admission of 
RFA personnel to full membership 
of the RNA arc two positive devel¬ 
opments. 

As the activities and objects of 
the two associations are comple¬ 
mentary and supporting, not com¬ 
petitive, REA personnel should be 


encouraged to join both, if they 
wish. 

Through its many branches and 
clubs, the RNA offers RFA per¬ 
sonnel contact and comradeship 
with others of similar backgrounds, 
experience and interests. 

As full members of the 
Association. RFA personnel will 
be eligible to stand for election as 
branch officials. 

Hie RNA will assist the RFAA 
with advice and support and repre¬ 
sent their interests in those mar¬ 
itime organisations of which it is a 
member. 

A model for this relationship is 
that of the RNA/Royal Marines 


Association, which has worked 
well for many years. 

The RFAA has difficulties which 
must be recognised, principally 
those of scale. 

With fewer than 3(H) members, 
there is an urgent need for wider 
membership and significant grant 
aid. if the association is to have a 
long-term future. 

The RNA is ready to provide an 
umbrella, if that were necessary, 
for the prosperity and survival of 
the RFAA identity and spirit. 

The precise form and mecha¬ 
nism would need to be decided in 
the light of circumstances at the 
time. 



Ship’s shield handed over 


THEY ‘pushed out the boat' in the 
Royal British Legion club when 
members of the Ramsgate branch 
arrived to present the club with the 


shield of I IMS Jervis, the World 
War II destroyer. 

The shield which hung on the 
outside of the ship, under the 


bridge, was donated by S/M Geoff 
Moxom, former signalman of the 
Jervis who, due to illness, could not 
be present. 






The presentation to Royal 
British Legion chairman Roger 
Banks was made on behalf of S/M 
Moxom by S/M Peter Fox (see pic¬ 
ture, above, courtesy Isle of 
Thanet Gazette). 

The Jervis had a good war - she 
never took a hit or suffered any 
casualties. 


RIVER CLASS FRIGATE 1942 

Replica representative model, measuring 10.5” long, hand cast in metal 
and hand painted, presented on a wooden plinth 12” x 3” with brass 
nameplate and hand made gift box. 

HMS Swale (pictured), Aire, 

Annan, Avon, Awe, 

Ballindcrry, Bann, Braid, 

Cam, Chclmcr, Dart, Derg, 

Deveron, Duddon, Exe, Fal, 

Frome, Halladalc, Helford, 

Helmsdale, Itchen, Jed, Kale, 
l^gan, Lamboume, Lochy, 

Mcon, Monnow, Moumc, 

Moyola, Naddcr, Nenc, Ness, 

Nith, Od/ani, Plym, Ribblc, 

Rot her, Spey, Iaff, Tavy, Tay, 

Tees, Temc, Test, Tcviot, 

Torridgc, Towy, Trent, Tweed, 

Usk, Wavcney, Wear, 

Windrush, Wye. 

To order your chosen model, send your name, address and daytime telephone number 
along with your cheque or credit card details (visa/Mastercard) to: 

Angela Bowler, SKYTREX LTD, Park House, 25 Park Road, Loughborough, I Leicestershire. LEI 1 2ED 
Tel: 01509 233298 Fax: 01509 210336 
Email: abowler@skytrcx.com Web: www.skytrcx.com 
___ PLEASE ALLOW UP ID 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY _ 


ROYAL NAVY HELD GUN DAY 


SATURDAY 14 JUNE 2003 


On Saturday 14 June 2003 HMS COLLINGWOOD will hold its annual Field Gun Day, incorporating 
the Royal Navy Field Gun Competition and the Robotic Vehicle Challenge. The Army entering a 
team, and teams from Abbeywood and Gibraltar making this a Tri-Service Field Gun Competition 
will enhance the excitement of this year's event. 

In a competition for which training began 7 weeks before, all participants will give their all in this 
day of fast and furious action, displaying their dedication and determination to win on the day at 
The Royal Navy Field Gun Day, HMS COLLINGWOOD, Fareham. 

With gates opening at 1100 it promises to be a fun-filled day. The Royal Navy Parachute Display 
Team will start the show in spectacular style leading the way for a very competitive Field Gun 
competition and outstanding displays by the 14th Regiment Royal Artillery Light Gun Display, The 
Royal Marine Band, RAF Dog Display, Honda IMPS Motorcycle Display Team, Mountain Games 
Association of Great Britain and Falconry Display to name but a few. 

Static Displays will include Laser Clay Pigeon Shooting, Circus SkillsTent, Rifle Range, Steam 
Engines, Challenger Main BattleTank and many more exciting displays for all the family. 

Tickets for the event are £12 Family, £5 Adult & £3 Child/OAP on the day or £10 Family, 

£4 Adult & £3 Child/OAP in advance and can be obtained by calling 01329 332310 


tower is 
eyed up 
for B&B 


New role 

SHIPMATE Tommy Patterson, 
retiring as chairman, was pre¬ 
sented with a cheque and a 
bottle of Woods rum at the 
Birkenhead branch annual 
general meeting. 

The president, Cdr Ian 
Fraser VC RN (rtd) made the 
presentation and thanked S/M 
Tommy for 23 years loyal ser¬ 
vice and announced his pro¬ 
motion to branch vice presi¬ 
dent. 

He is replaced as chairman 
by S/M Frank Williams. 

A floral bouquet was pre¬ 
sented to S/M Patterson’s 
wife 

Godwit’s 


Naval Quirks 

T CAN NEVER 
REMEMBER THE PATE 
OF THE "GLORIOUS 
FIRST OF JUNE “ 
BATTLE.. 


THE YEAR 
YOU MEAN? 


..IT'S THE REST 
OF THE PATE 
THAT ALWAYS 
ELUDES ME .. 


-r 


77 

© 


lucky we missep 

THE FRENCH A FEW 
PAYS AGO SIR —THE 
'GLORIOUS 28-MAY“ 
JUST DOESN'T HAVE 
THE SAME RING TO IT. 


MEMBERS of Ludlow and 
District branch were pleased to 
sec that a derelict wartime control 
tower, HMS Godwit, in north 
Shropshire, may soon be offering 
B&B and a room with a view to 
tourists and holidaymakers. 

Rather than sec the control 
tower fall into disrepair, the North 
Shropshire District Council has 
given the go-ahead for its conver¬ 
sion for domestic and an Internet 
business. 

Despite opposition from the 
planners, who fell there was no 
justification for its conversion in 
the isolated countryside, the 
Bcnbow Farm Equestrian Centre, 
has been given permission to get 
on with the job, subject to certain 
conditions. 

HMS Godwit, situated in 
Ollcrton, near Market Drayton, is 
one of the few three-storey control 
lowers still standing. 

A proud relic of World War II, 
an attempt was made in 1986 to 
have it listed, but it was refused. 


• Standards were much to the fore at the Battle of the Atlantic 
60th Anniversary commemorations at Liverpool, in which Area 10 
officials and members had a prominent part to play. See centre 
pages for more pictures 


• The Mayor of Crawley presents the Fifty Year Certificate to 
Crawley RNA 


Crawley tot 
up 50 years 

SHIPMATES from Crawley 
branch were invited to the Mayor 
of Crawley’s parlour for the offi¬ 
cial presentation of the branch's 
Fifty Year Anniversary Certificate, 
delayed from last year. 

The delegation was greeted by 
the mayor, Mr Hcnch. who spoke 
to the shipmates before the official 
presentation, which was made with 
the branch standard displayed. 

The Certificate notifies “all the 
Shipmates throughout the RNA” 
that Crawley branch has been in 
commission for half a century. 


Pete Se Nicky cordially 
invite all veterans to an old 
fashioned sing along (piano 
player) plus a free tot. 


At the Queens Hotel, 
King Street. Weymouth. 


Accoa also available opposite train station. 

Tel No: 01305 786326 | 
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• An Albanian cow unperturbed by the training going on around 
her in the demonstration area 


Training the trainers in 


A GROUP from the British 
Armed Forces travelled to 
Albania to provide a team 
for the British Military 
Advisory Training Team 
based in Vyskov in the 
Czech Republic. 

Major Mike Blyth RM led the 
team of six whose role was to 
develop 32 future NCO instruc¬ 
tors of the Albanian Special 
Forces, Commandos, Army 
and Republican Guard. 

Maj Blyth said: “The 
Albanian Armed Forces and 
Republican Guard who were to 
support us throughout our five- 
week visit proved unstintingly 
generous and impressively 
enthusiastic, despite compara¬ 
tively limited resources and 
fairty basic training areas.” 


On arrival at the capital 
Tirana, the group were met by 
the British Defence Attache 
who spoke nothing but praise 
and admiration for the 
Albanian people during a fasci¬ 
nating tour of the city which is 
still recovering from the after- 
math of the attempted coup in 
1997. 

The six-man team that also 
included Col Sgt Dave 
Bateman, and four Army and 
RAF NCOs, worked hand in 
glove with the Academy 
Commander and Captain 
Ardean Lilo, described by Maj 
Blyth as: “his human dynamo - 
a small but dynamic man who 
was able to solve cheerfully 
several problems at once, 
while concurrently drinking 
coffee and cognac.” 


Maj Blyth said: “The stu¬ 
dents were good-humoured, 
enthusiastic and eager to 
learn. 

“Adopting different tech¬ 
niques, with information 
imparted by interpreters is 
always hard, however they 
managed to do an outstanding 
job and gave some imaginative 
and well-delivered field-craft 
and battle lessons.” 

The peak of the course was 
a visit by the Albanian 
President Rexhep Meidani dur¬ 
ing a field-training day run by 
the students. 

This proved an invaluable 
exposure to the professional 
capabilities of his NCOs, and 
built a spirit of camaraderie 
among the NCOs, who were 
still adapting to a more 


M one vwi se 
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Albania 

Western approach to officer 
and NCO command structures. 

Maj Blyth added: “Captain 
Lilo, with his career flashing in 
front of his eyes, became a blur 
of activity ten minutes before 
the President’s arrival and was 
heard to say to a British 
instructor, ‘How can you be so 
calm with cows in the demon¬ 
stration area!” 

The training was very well 
received, helped by the sup¬ 
port of the Albanian hosts and 
the professionalism of the stu¬ 
dents. 

The students are now 
equipped to teach everything 
from classroom lessons to bat¬ 
tle exercises, culminating in a 
final exercise that involves a 
blank-firing attack on a dis¬ 
used hotel. 


New man at the top 


CASH LOANS 


Up to £500 

We say YES to tenants 
No credit check 
Licensed by OFT 
‘No Fee’s Fast Service* 


CLOSE Brothers Military 
Services has announced that 
Rod Breeze has been 
appointed as managing direc¬ 
tor of its NAAFI Financial 


brand, the leading financial 
services provider to the UK 
military. 

Rod’s first move was to 
announce the appointment of 
Alexandra Wilson to the role of 
brand and sales development 
manager at NAAFI Financial’s 
headquarters in Sundridgc, Kent. 

Rod has more than 20 years 
financial services experience, at 
firms including Abbey National, 
Black Horse Financial Services 
and Barclays. 

Alex’s appointment follows her 


successful role in the launch of 
NAAFI Financial’s sister brand. 
Close Brothers Private Banking. 

Rod said: “Our strategy will be 
to build upon NAAFI Financial’s 
operational strengths but also 
increase the opportunities we 
have to encourage customers to 
consider the breadth of their 
financial requirements. 

“Out ambition is to create a 
distinctive ‘brand experience’ for 
customers that is reflected in our 
product range, customer service 
and communications.” 


Call 0800 619 2274 (FREE) 


Had an Accident? 

Need Compensation? 

and Legal Advice? 
Contact:- 0845 601 1260 



www.forceslaw.com 


The Forces Legal Network 


For a free 30 minute 
initial diagnostic 
interview with 
Lawyers experienced 
in the Armed Forces 
who speak your 
language 


DO YOU NEED SEPARATING OR 
DIVORCE PENSION ADVICE? 

Specialist legal advice to Naval Personnel for: 
CONVEYANCING 
WILLS. PROBATE & TRUST 
MATRIMONIAL & FAMILY 
CHILDCARE 
PERSONAL INJURY 
CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE 
OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS 
MENTAL HEALTH 
CRIME 

01329 825617 or 023 8033 4661 
or 023 9238 8021 

Authorised by the FSA. Regulated by the Law Society 



COFFIN 
MEW & 
CLOVER 


For more details 
call one of our 
offices, or email 
via our website 


4 


coffinmcw.co.uk 

FREE INITIAL 
ADVICE IN 
MANY CASES 


T 
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RANCE SERVICES 






The new first choice for 



Motor Insurance 
Kit Insurance 
Content cover 
Travel Insurance 
Adventurous Training 


To find out why, visit 
www.tfinsuranceservices.co.uk 
or call free on 


ii 


0 389 1798 


Member of the General Insurance Standards Council & SIIAP 



Seek advice 
to protect 
against debt 


A RECENT article released 
alarming statistics on the subject of 
Britain’s personal debt, which has 
risen by 50 per cent over the past 
few years, reaching a record £158 
billion, according to John Baird, 
managing director of DCM Apex, 
a debt counselling service. 

According to the survey, the 
average adult is now in debt to the 
tunc of £3,400 excluding 
mortgages. 

With the almost universal 


acceptance of credit cards, it is so 
easy to overestimate spending 
power and buy more than can be 
afforded. 

An increasing number of people 
are falling into the ‘buy now, pay 
later’ trap, and arc finding it hard 
to resolve their debt problem. 

This is where a dent counselling 
and management service can help, 
such as DCM Apex. 

Telephone: 0845 120 1040 or c- 
mail: john.baird@ntlwor1d.com. 



Don’t Waste Money 

on separate Motor Breakdown Cover 

Save Money 

‘All new Motor Insurance customers will now 
have Motor Breakdown assistance included 
PLUS a guaranteed courtesy car 
following an accident. 
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Motor Insurance 


't he Specialist for H M f orces 
and M O D. Porsonnel 


Motor Insurance 
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Travel Insurance 


Home, Contents & 
Military Kit Insurance 


Critical Illness 
& Life Insurance 


[Q 
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VISA 




Tel: 0800 074 9402 Jss. 

Open 365 days a year 

8am til 10pm Monday - Friday 9am til 9pm Saturday & Sunday 

Bradford & Hatcher Ud t'a Force* Direct 
The Manor House. 10 SI Maraarets Green, Ipswich Suftofc IP4 2BS 
Tel 0870 386 1336 • Fa* 0870 752 6156 

Email, salescrtorcesdirect co uk • www forcesdirect co.uk May 2003 


Save up to 40% on 
your Motor Insurance 


Call us now on: 00800 76 76 77 77 

(free from Germany and the UK) or visit your 
local NAAFI Financial Branch: 


Abbey Wood 

Aldergrove 

Brize Norton 

Catterick 

Collingwood 

Faslane 

Lisburn 

Plymouth 

Portsmouth 

Tidworth 


Gutersloh 

Hohne 

JHQ 

Osnabruck 

Sennelager 

RAF Akrotiri 

Dhekelia 

Episkopi 
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www.naafi-fmancial.com 
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conflicting needs 
drive Navy's 
casualty cell 


MILITARY commanders 
gave journalists unprece¬ 
dented access to front-line 
operations during the war 
in Iraq, with live reports on 
TV as the battle unfolded 
around them. 

One major problem of the 
24-hour rolling news output 
was the need for speed of 
reporting to be balanced by 
accuracy of information. 

This tension between speed and 
accuracy had a major effect on the 
Naval Service Casualty Co-ordina¬ 
tion Centre (NSCCC), under the 
auspices of Commodore Naval 
Drafting (CND). 

The Centre was manned round- 
the-clock, comprising two ele¬ 
ments: the Naval Enquiry C ell 
(NEC), which ensured that rela¬ 
tives or friends of those deployed 
to Iraq had the latest, most accu¬ 
rate information on their loved 
ones in the event of an incident, 
and the Crisis Management Cell, 
whose task it was to verify details 
of casualties and start the sad and 
very demanding process of notifi¬ 
cation to families. 

According to Lt Jason Grinncll, 
Staff Officer NSCCC, the unit 
worked well under difficult circum¬ 
stances, and the importance of the 
NEC was underlined time and 
again. 

‘Although it was not a universal 
helpline, it often had to react as if 
it was, and played a key role in con¬ 
necting the Service with friends 
and next of kin of those in harm’s 
way,” said Lt Grinncll. 

The cell used a state-of-the-art 
computer-driven queuing system 
to keep people and, if necessary. 


direct them to the 18-strong watch 
who dealt with calls. 

Over the course of the conflict 
the cell dealt with around 3,000 
calls, most of them in the first ten 
days when the Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines suffered a concen¬ 
tration of casualties. 

The NEC was very much the 
public face of the unit, and it relied 
on impeccable record-keeping, 
swift transfer of data - and early 
warnings from live TV coverage 
which, in turn, generated and her¬ 
alded so much telephone activity. 

The NSCCC wartime func¬ 
tion was based on the pro¬ 
cedures to be followed in the 
event of a peacetime major 
ship disaster (MSD), for 
which CND staff and 
Centurion Building civilian 
volunteers are normally at 
one hour’s notice to react to 
throughout the year. 

lliat process had to be refined to 
take in other factors - if a ship is 
involved in an incident then each 
individual can usually be account¬ 
ed for very quickly, but when Royal 
Marines are fighting ashore, 
sound information is often harder 
to come by. 

In both peacetime and wartime 
circumstances, CND will receive 
signalled notification of casualties. 

The Souls on Board (SOB) desk 
in the CMC produces a list of all 
personnel in that unit, and every¬ 
one is assumed to be unaccounted 
for until positively discounted from 
the incident or identified as being 
involved. 

Administration of SOB records is 
a normal CND function, with ships 
and units providing the data as a 
matter of course during peacetime; 


however, the scale and speed of data 
management often has to be consid¬ 
erably faster during a conflict. 

The NSCCC then generates a 
casualty notification record for 
each person known to be injured or 
killed. 

Each individual in the unit who 
is affected is given his or her own 
casualty status, which is altered as 
necessary on the Navy’s central 
personnel system, NMMIS (the 
Naval Manpower Management 
Information System) as casualty 
notices arc generated, and it is 
NMMIS which drives the public 
side of the system, the NEC. 

If someone is confirmed as dead 
or to have suffered serious injury, 
the priority is to get a ‘kinforming’ 
team out to speak to the ‘Person to 
be Notified’ (PTBN)- or next of 
kin - facc-to-facc. Such news is nor¬ 
mally not broken over the phone. 

This can take time - regional 
Casualty Action Cells (CACs) in 
the Naval Bases arc alerted, and 
they may need to activate sub- 
CAGs to get to the home address 
of the family concerned. This is 
made more complicated if there is 
more than one person to be noti¬ 
fied, as the visits must be co-ordi¬ 
nated. 

In all such circumstances, what¬ 
ever is being broadcast by the 
media, accuracy is the key factor: 
“Whatever happens, we have to be 
100 per cent sure that all the infor¬ 
mation we pass on is correct,” said 
Lt Grinncll. 

Access to ‘breaking’ news on the 
TV did, in one sense, aid the team. 

“The reports of certain news 
agencies operating in Iraq had a 
knock-on effect - they were not 
always accurate or complete,” said 
Lt Grinncll. 


MOt? strives to 
deal with stress 


THERE has been much pub¬ 
licity about post deployment 
stress in the veterans of previ¬ 
ous campaigns and MOD now 
has a well-defined policy aimed 
at reducing the risk of develop¬ 
ing post-operational stress dis¬ 
order and early recognition. 

Individuals need to readjust to 
routine Service and family life 
after the rigours and experiences 
of live operations. There may also 
be longer term, personal repercus¬ 
sions. 

This has been taken very seri¬ 
ously by Command. Based on 
existing policy, issued by the 
Surgeon General in 1995, there 
has been a great deal of effort to 
reduce the risk of developing post- 
operational stress disorder and, if 
it does occur, to minimise the 
effects on the individual and his or 
her family. 

The measures to achieve this 
have been directed at all who have 
deployed, whether Regular, 
Reserve, RFA or civilian person¬ 
nel. 

For individuals to understand 
the various ways they might feel 
and react after involvement in a 
conflict is critical. There has been a 
concerted effort to ensure that 
personnel serving in the Gulf 
received briefings on stress, the 
ways it might affect them, and their 
families, on their return home and 
what to do about it. 

Mental health nursing and med¬ 
ical staff conducted the briefings. 
Some personnel were briefed 
before deployment or after leav¬ 


ing, but all should have been 
briefed and provided with two pub¬ 
lications, Coming Home - 
Operational Deployment and 
Dealing with Traumatic 

Experiences , prior to coming 
home. 

Arrangements have been put in 
place through the Fleet, the 
Mounting Centre and the Water 
Front Organisations to ensure that 
everybody who should have been 
briefed and provided with the pub¬ 
lished information has been. 

Nevertheless some might have 
slipped through the net, so if 
you’ve not been briefed or got a 
copy of the leaflets, then get in 
touch with your Sickbay or Sailors 
and Families Advice Bureau 
(SFAB). 

For many of those returning the 
process of readjustment may have 
been helped by a few days in the 
company of their fellow 
Servicemen and women when they 
will have been able to share their 
thoughts, reactions and their feel¬ 
ings with others who have shared 
the same experience. 

Families of course are also 
affected and they have not been 
forgotten. Support and advice is 
available from medical services 
and also from Naval Personal and 
Family Service (NPFS), Royal 
Marines Welfare, MOD Welfare 
Services and of course the 
Chaplaincy. 

These services are available not 
only to Regular Servicemen and 
women but also to RNR and RMR 
personnel and their families for six 
months after demobilisation. 


Family members arc of course in 
an ideal position to recognise that 
somebody has continuing prob¬ 
lems with readjustment and it is 
important that if they notice any¬ 
thing amiss over the longer term, 
they know where to go for help - in 
this case NPFS or RM Welfare can 
offer advice. 

If you have not seen a copy of 
the publications mentioned above, 
but would like to, then you can get 
hold of them from NPFS and 
SFAB offices, or from the RN 
Reference website. 

Contact telephone numbers: 
Portsmouth 023 9272 2712, 

Plymouth 01752 555041, Faslane 
01436 672798 and RM Welfare 
01752 836307. 

Information is also available on 
the RN Reference website, which 
can be found at: 
www.rnreference.mod.uk and 
through the HIVE network. 

Whether families arc seeking 
help and advice or not, it is 
stressed that individuals concerned 
about their health should seek an 
appointment with a RN Medical 
Officer. 

Over the longer term, the 
Minister for Veterans, Dr Lewis 
Moonic, has authorised the 
Ministry of Defence to conduct 
research into the physical and psy¬ 
chological health of those who 
deployed to the Middle East on 
Operation Telic. It is too soon to 
know whether health concerns will 
emerge, but if they do the Ministiy 
of Defence is committed to identi¬ 
fying and investigating them as 
soon as possible. 



• Totally accurate information can be hard to come by at speed when a unit is under fire or in the 
confused surroundings of the battlefield 


“But we were watching TV and 
able to react immediately. 

“A reporter might say ‘A Marine 
unit is involved ...’ and at that stage 
we would wonder if it was one of 
ours or a US Marine Corps. 

“And as the report went on air, 
the phones would start to ring in 
the NEC, but we would quickly be 
able to say, having checked 
through the system, that none of 
our units were involved.” 

Another important clement of 
the operation was the Families 
Media Liaison Cell, in which RNR 
officers and RN civilian public 
relations officers provided up-to- 
date media detail to RN family 
community centres, SAFABs and 
HIVEs, and other Naval Service 
users of such information. 

As the whole thing ran for 24 
hours a day, seven days a week on 
a four-watch system, there was a 


need for support services to kick in 
- such as the provision of break¬ 
fasts and out-of-hours hot food, 
covered by the resident contract 
caterers Aramark and the messes 
at I IMS Sultan. 

In total, more than 140 men and 
women were involved over 20 RN 
officers, around 130 senior and 
junior rates/ranks of the RN and 
Royal Marines, Rev Richard 
Rowe, from HMS Sultan, and 
Richard Hunt from Naval Personal 
and Family Service in Portsmouth. 

All were drawn, at short notice, 
from their normal jobs across the 
country - and many more were 
involved in regional CACs. 

Cdr Simon Thomas, the Officer 
in Command, said: “In the first few 
days, the pace was absolutely hec¬ 
tic, with all 18 NEC stations in use 
constantly. 

“There were some very distress¬ 


ing calls - all of us were affected by 
the tragedies and our heart: went 
out to the families, and also <o the 
members of the Naval Bases’ casu¬ 
alty organisations who visited them. 

“What was good to sec, though, 
was the way that these Servicemen 
and women here, who were not 
trained counsellors, reacted and 
coped with it all, and the empathy 
they developed with people whose 
situation they, as Navy men and 
women, could appreciate. 

“People sometimes rang back to 
speak to the same person who had 
originally dealt with their call, per¬ 
haps to thank them, or maybe just 
to stay in touch. 

“I know we were far from the 
reality of the fighting, but all our 
augmentces, supported by our own 
uniformed and civilian NSCCC 
staff, did a fine job in unfamiliar 
territory.” 
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B:Westland SeaKing HU.5, 
No. 771 Sqn. Royal Navy, 

RNAS Culdrose 

The Sea King shares the search and rescue task 
with the RAF's yellow Sea King HAR.3's 
in saving lives, often operating 
in treacherous weather conditions 
around Britains coastlines. 

Scaled at 1:72 with an 
impressive rotor span of 260mm 

Prices: 

£45.00 inc p&p UK. 

£47.77 inc p&p Europe. 

£48.27 inc p&p O/Seas 


A: Blackburn Buccaneer 

S.Mk. 2, No. 809 Sqn. 
Royal Navy, Lossiemouth, 
Moray, 1968 

She was built as the world's first 
specially designed, low level, 
high speed strike aircraft. 

Scaled at 1:72 with a wingspan of 180mm 

Prices: £39.99 inc p&p UK. 

£41.14 inc p&p Europe. 
£39.72 inc p&p O/Seas 

LIMITED 
EDITION 

(SeaKing only) 
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Detailed interiors 
with pilot figures 
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To order online simply log on to www.navynews.co.uk and 
order from our secure online catalogue 

To order by telephone simply phone 023 9282 6040 and 
our promotions department will take your order 

Or write to —The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS 


Or write to —The Business Manager, Navy N< 
Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth POI 3HH 


Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/lnternational Money Order in C Sterling 
and drawn on UK bank. Or tor payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. Prices outside EU are ex-VAT. 

Please note: items shown not actual sue. Orders are normally dispatched with 48 hours, however please allow up to 28 days for delivery. 
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Records go 
at Rayleigh 
golf contest 


• Ken Byme (86) secretary of the HMS Prince of Wales 
Survivors Association, looks at the battleship's bell, recovered 
from the wreck and presented to the Liverpool maritime 
Museum. Mr Byme was a 17-year-old seaman, working as a 
sight-setter in starboard No 3 turret, when the ship was sunk 


Options 


victory’s 

topsail 

undergoes 

treatment 


THE CONSERVATION process 
is well under way for the only sur¬ 
viving sail of HMS Victory from 
the Battle of Trafalgar. 

The fore topsail, which has suf¬ 
fered various fortunes since its 
time of glory at the mast of 
Nelson’s flagship, is at a major 
stage of conservation in prepara¬ 
tion for its planned public display 
at the Nelson Bicentenary events 
in 2005. 

Under the watchful eyes of the 
Victory curator Peter Goodwin 
and her C ommanding Officer Lt 
Cdr Frank Nowosiclski, two con¬ 
servation institutions are collabo¬ 
rating to preserve the sail in opti¬ 
mum conditions. 

The Textile Conservation 
(Centre (TCC) at the University of 
Southampton and Mary Rose 
Archaeological Services Ltd 
(MRAS) arc pooling their respec¬ 
tive expertise on Victory’s topsail. 

I A Cdr Nowosiclski said: “The 
topsail is the most important 
largest single artefact other than 
the ship that we have. It tells the 
story of the Battle of Trafalgar.” 

Funded by the MOD and the 
Society for Nautical Research 
(SNR), the sail is now kept in an 
carefully-controlled environment, 
where damaging factors such as 
heat, humidity and insect infesta¬ 
tion arc strictly limited. 

Conservation work is 
focused on the ultimate aim 
of displaying the full sail in 
all its glory. Beyond that 
date, the hope is to find it a 
permanent exhibition home 
to match its historic status. 

Victory curator Peter Gcxxlwin 
said that the sail’s success at the 
International Festival of the Sea in 
1998 had proved the spur for final 
display plans: “The people who 
went in were absolutely gobs¬ 
macked. We weren’t expecting this 
kind of reaction.” 

He stressed the significance of 
the sail as far more than its naval 
connections to HMS Victory and 
Trafalgar, but also its link to the 
UK’s industrial heritage. 

Scarred by some 90 shot-holes 
and the harsh rip as one of 
Victory’s fractured masts toppled 
into the fore topsail in the fierce 
battle, the sail was packed away 
when hostilities ceased and stored 
on board the ship until her return 
to Chatham in January 1806 for 
repairs. 

Since that date the sail has peri¬ 
odically surfaced, displayed at one 
stage with the letters ‘Victory’s 
topsail’ painted in 1891 across the 
precious Georgian artefact. It was 
later rediscovered, in 1962 stored 
in the gymnasium of the Naval 
Barracks in Portsmouth. 

After this the sail had been on 
display inside HMS Victory before 
the precious conservation process 
began to preserve the artefact. 


Princess visits 
unit’s new home 


• The Welsh team take on overall URNU Olympiad winners Southampton in the rugby. The Welsh 
students were winners of the rugby and netball tournaments 

URNUs meet for Scottish Olympiad 


STUDENTS from English and Welsh universi¬ 
ties took the spoils as Scotland hosted the annu¬ 
al University Royal Naval Units (URNU) 
Olympiad. 

Mixed teams from all the URNUs competed in four 
events - netball, hockey, rugby and shooting - at Clyde 
Naval Base. 

And it was the Southampton University team which 
triumphed, followed by the Welsh Universities. 

The South Coast team did not actually win any of 
the events, but picked up enough points to take the 
top prize. 

The Welsh students won the rugby and netball - 
egged on by their colourful Welsh dragon mascot - 
while Oxford won the hockey and Glasgow the shoot¬ 
ing. 


Prizes and trophies were presented by Flag Officer 
Scotland. Northern England and Northern Ireland 
(FOSNNI), Rear Admiral Derek Anthony. 

Scotland was home to the first URNU - Aberdeen 
was set up in 1967 with the aim of encouraging under¬ 
graduates to find out more about the Royal Navy with¬ 
out any obligation to join on completion of their stud¬ 
ies. 

Each URNU today is a Naval training establish¬ 
ment with its own offices, classroom and officers’ 
mess, and each unit also has an Archer-class patrol 
boat assigned to it, with a full-time RN crew. 

These small craft deploy during the Easter and sum¬ 
mer holidays, often to foreign ports - recent years 
have seen URNU craft visit Norway, Spain, France, 
Germany and Russia. 


Ships set 
for Asian 
exercise 

FRIGATE HMS Marlborough 
was alongside in the New 
Zealand city of Auckland as 
Navy News went to press. 

The Type 23 frigate was 
preparing to make her way to 
Sydney in the company of an 
Australian and a New Zealand 
warship. 

After calling in at Australia, 
the British and Australian ships 
will continue to Singapore for 
the Five Powers Defence 
Arrangement exercise Flying 
Fish, one of the original anchor 
points of the truncated Naval 
Task Group 03 deployment 
which was diverted to the Iraq 
War effort. 

At Singapore Marlborough 
will meet up with Type 42 
destroyer HMS Liverpool and 
RFA tanker Grey Rover, which 
are currently on a programme 
of visits which includes 
Shanghai in China, Pusan in 
South Korea and Tokyo in 
Japan. 

Flying Fish will be over by 
early July, when the three 
ships will start to make their 
way home. 

They are due back in the UK 
in early August 


• CpI Bugler Simon Chapman performs the Sunset ceremony 


provides a comfortable and secure environment where 
members can feel at home. 

• The Club has a range of reasonably priced bedrooms, with 
special weekend rates. The magnificent Dining Room is 
open for all meals, and private function and meeting 
rooms are available. 

• It is NOT necessary to have been a Naval Officer to 
become a Member We welcome all those with an interest 
in maritime affairs and the sea in general. 

• Ladies welcome, both as members and as guests. 

For more information visit our website at 
www.navalclub.co.uk or contact 

Commander John Prichard, Royal Navy, Chief Executive, 

on 020 7493 7672, Fax: 020 7355 2644 

. email: cdr@navalclub.co.uk 
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MORE records tumbled at the 
Rayleigh RNA annual charity golf 
tournament. 

Despite commitments in the 
Gulf and on standby for firefight¬ 
ing duties, the Royal Navy threw 
its weight behind the event and 
there was a best-cver turnout of 
150 people. 

Playing in the best weather in 
the seven-year history of the event, 
HMS Collingwood took the inter- 
Service event by one point from 
NATO, with Essex Police claiming 
top team honours from 
Collingwood and NATO, four 
points behind. 

A strong US Navy contingent 
won the mini Ryder Cup for the 
first time, while the RNA Trophy, 
sponsored by Navy News , went to 
S/M Gary Faulkner of Tunbridge 
Wells, with host club player S/M 
Ron Simmonds second and RNA 
President Vice Admiral John 
McAnallv third. 


SCOTLAND’S Navy Day’ - 
the annual Faslanc Fair - is to 
be staged on Helensburgh Pier 
on Saturday June 14. 

Type 42 destroyer HMS 
Manchester will be anchored off 
Helensburgh, although she will not 
be open to visitors. 

Those who want a closer look at 
the ships and boats of the nearby 
Clyde Naval Base at Faslanc can 
join a boat trip from the Pier - but 

Book launched 

NEPTUNE'S Legacy , a book 
commemorating the 764 who 
died in the ship, is to be 
launched on June 7. 

The author is Nixie Taverner, 
who has personal links to the 
Neptune through her father, 
and who wrote a similar book 
commemorating the service 
and loss of HMS Hood. 

The launch will be at the 
Union Jack Club in London. 


they must be booked in advance. 

The Fair opens at noon and will 
include stalls and displays. 

A parachute drop from a 
Hercules transport aircraft is 
scheduled, there will be a search 
and rescue demonstration, a mock 
assault by the Fleet Protection 
Group Royal Marines and a dis¬ 
play by the RM C'ombat Team. 

The climax of the afternoon’s 
events should be a display by the 
RAF acrobatic display team the 
Red Arrows and the Royal 
Marines Band Beating Retreat. 

More than 600 local school¬ 
children entered the competition 
to design the cover for the l air 
programme, with a trip to sea and 
book tokens at stake for the win¬ 
ners and runners-up. 

This year the fair will be raising 
money for the Knowetop 
Community Farm, Enable 
Children’s Committee, Tullochan 
Trust, Clydevicw Church of 
Scotland residential Home, and 
the Clyde Sail Trust. 


THE PRINCESS Royal was the VIP guest as the 
Training Ship Invincible commissioned their new head¬ 
quarters at historic Bletchlcy Park. 

The Sea Training Corps unit, which recently cele¬ 
brated its sixth birthday, had been sharing Hut 4 at the 
former wartime code-breaking centre near Milton 
Keynes. 

But an offer from the Bletchlcy Park Trust led to the 
unit taking over its own building - and the Princess flew 
in by helicopter to attend the ceremonies. 

After a brief tour of the park by car, the VIP guest 
was introduced to Cdr John Plummer RN, President of 
TS Invincible, who in turn introduced the 
Commanding Officer of the unit, Lt Cdr Dave Moth 
STC. 

After a royal salute, the Princess inspected the 
Guard of Honour , and after the commissioning cere¬ 
mony she met other guests and was given a tour of the 
classrooms, offices and galley, where she spoke to 
cadets and staff. 

Before she left, the Princess addressed the unit and 
unveiled a plaque to commemorate her visit. 

Invincible has 75 cadets on the register ranging from 
eight to 18, and the unit parades twice a week. 

It enjoys strong links with the Royal Netherlands 
Navy, and visits an Amsterdam naval base annually. 


• The Princess Royal inspects the Guard of 
Honour of TS Invincible at Bletchley Park 


Destroyer backdrop 


for Faslanc Fair day 
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Reeruitment & Business O p portunities 



Spread your wings at a centre of 
aircraft engineering excellence 


Boscombe Down, Wiltshire 

QinetiQ is Europe's largest science and technology 
organisation. Formerly part of DERA, the government's defence 
research and development agency, we have a long and 
distinguished record of working closely with the MOD. Indeed, 
here at our Test & Evaluation centre in Boscombe Down, we 
work with the latest hardware before it enters military service. 
Which makes it a uniquely exciting environment for people 
who want to work on the world's most advanced aircraft. 

Aircraft Technicians 

Up to £19,000 depending on experience + benefits 

Responsible for carrying out maintenance programmes, 
you will get hands-on exposure to a wide range of military 
aircraft including the QinetiQ fleet. Whether you have just 
left the forces or completed a recognised apprenticeship, 
you will need a strong mechanical or avionics background 
and experience of rotary and/or fixed wing aircraft. 


Aircraft Chargehands 

Up to £20,500 depending on experience + benefits 

These roles are ideal for those with a similar background 
to the Aircraft Technicians, but who have at least 3 years' 
relevant experience, a mature approach and proven supervisory 
skills. Leading small teams, you will oversee maintenance work 
and ensure that it is completed to the highest standards. 

Task Managers 

Up to £25,000 depending on experience + benefits 
We are looking for highly competent engineers with a 
proven ability to manage first and second line maintenance 
programmes for military and fleet aircraft. As well as excellent 
leadership skills, this calls for experience of monitoring 
resources and finances plus a sound knowledge of quality 
and health & safety regulations. 



Sponsors of QinetiQ 1 

- the manned balloon 
altitude attempt 


In each case, we offer training resources and career development 
opportunities that are second to none. The rewards are equally 
attractive, including generous pension scheme and holiday 
allowance on top of highly competitive salaries. For all of the 
above roles you may be required to work away from site, 
possibly overseas as and when required. 

To apply, please visit www.qinetiq.com/careers and complete 
the online application form quoting ref: 011646, and return it 
to QinetiQHR@QinetiQ.com 

Alternatively you can request an application form on tel 
01980 664030, or write to QinetiQ HR, QinetiQ, Room C001, 
Bldg 416, QinetiQ Boscombe Down, Salisbury, Wilts SP4 OJF. 
Closing date is 23rd June 2003. 

The future has our name on it. 

Will it have yours? 

www.QinetiQ.com/careers 


QinetiQ 


Fighting crime, protecting people 


wwwww 

Train to be a Police Officer 

Starting Salary £18,264 

Variety and challenge. These are the hallmarks of a career in the police service. So if you’re 
looking at a career change, look to the police for unrivalled variety and great career prospects. 

Greater Manchester Police is the largest force in the UK outside London and, with a new Chief 
Constable, has embarked on the biggest expansion ever seen of any force. That means real 
opportunities for anyone joining now. And don’t forget, the force covers a wide area Rom Bury in 
the North, to Stockport in the South, and from Wigan in the West, to Tameside in the East 

As a police officer, the only predictability is unpredictability. Responding to incidents, tragedies, 
accidents, happy events, sad events, historic occasions, helping the elderly or the young are all 
part of the job - as is a lot of paperwork and documentation to ensure all our records and 
paperwork are watertight. That comes with the territory. 

But real buzz and excitement and not knowing quite what’s going to happen next coupled with 
a sense of contributing to maintaining law and order in our ever changing society, makes this a 
really great career. Great for men or women, from any background, aged 18 V?+. 

So what happens when you join? You’ll get comprehensive basic training to be a uniformed officer, 
and on-going support to help you progress. At the end of two years, you are a trained officer and 
immediately there is a whole range of options to choose from. You could stay in uniform and train 
to go on to a higher rank Or you could choose to specialise in an area such as CID, Firearms, Dog 
Handling. Mounted. Drugs and many others. 

What a choice, and what other career can give you this? Besides the 
excellent starting salary, there are other benefits such as health care and 
free travel on local public transport. 

So, if you are fit, healthy and of good character, call our 
recruitment line on 0161 856 2333 or get all you need 
from www.gmp-recruitment.co.uk 


www.gmp-recruitment.co.uk 




Greater Manchester POLICE 


Have you considered advertising on the Navy News website? Now you can reach a truly global audience! 
To find out more contact: Sheila Thompson 023 9275 6951 www.navynews.co.uk 


We have expanded our successful ship repair business into logistics, facilities 
management and engineering support • meeting the varied needs of Naval and 
commercial clients. Fleet Support Limited is a joint venture between BAE 
Systems and VT Group and our partnership with the MoD in Portsmouth has 
enhanced our excellent reputation and facilities at Portsmouth Naval Base. 


BERTHING & MOVEMENTS CO-ORDINATOR 

This is a key role within the Waterfront Services Department of our Ship Repair directorate. Reporting to the 
Waterfront Services Manager, you’ll be responsible for planning and co-ordinating the berthing movements of 
all vessels transporting from tidal to non-tidal berths and dry docks. Operation of the T Berth Facility is another 
key responsibility. Co-ordinating transportation through docks and locks and assisting in the berthing of vessels 
in non-tidal berths - including caisson movements - you’ll ensure everything runs smoothly, allowing for tidal 
conditions. Maintaining records, minuting weekly meetings and monitoring the necessary actions will also be an 
important part of your role. 

You’ll ideally need to be qualified to HNC standard or equivalent in a mechanical/electrical discipline, with experience 
of working within a ship repair or shipbuilding environment. Knowledge of nuclear powered vessels and their 
berthing requirements is essential, together with understanding of radiological protection. Ideally, you’ll have 
knowledge of ship and vessel movements and an understanding of tidal conditions. 

A good team player and leader with a logical approach, you’ll need strong organisation, planning and 
decision-making skills. Computer literacy and a current driving licence are also essential. 

Please call Human Resources on 023 9272 2207 (out-of-office-hours voicemail service) for an application 
form and further information or send your CV to: Samantha Jarrett, Recruitment, Human Resources. 
Fleet Support Limited. Main Admin Block, HM Naval Base, Postal Point 100. Portsmouth P01 3LT, 
email: sam.jarrett@fleet-support. co. uk 

Closing date: 27th June 2003. 


www.fleet-support.co.uk Fleet Support Limited 
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The FIREBIRD Aerobatic 
Display Team 
The Devil's Horsemen 
Atlas Helicopter Rides 
Children's Circus 
Children's Petting Zoo 
Parachute Display Team 


• Pirate's Cove 

• Tigers Motorcycle 
Display Team 

• HMS SULTAN Fete 

• VCC Field Gun 

• Free Car Parking 
By kind permission of Commodore N D Latham MSc CEng MIMechE Royal Navy 


Bar facilities sponsored 
by GREENE KING 
with live entertainment 
Burnett's Funfair 
Car Show 
Steam Fair 































Options 


✓Y NEWS, JUNE 2(K)3 


www. na vy news. co. uk 


Sh Resettlement 


'What they needed was a good CMEIvr 


CLAYWOTH Adam Ltd is a 
company closely involved 
in the resettlement of per¬ 
sonnel leaving the Royal 
Navy. 

Managing Director Linda 
Moffat explained: “Our own 
Naval backgrounds ensure that 
we can fully relate to the envi¬ 
ronment and culture and also 
to the difficulties there can be 
in leaving it. 

“We were working with an 


engineering firm in Glasgow 
recently and from the skills set 
that was being described, it 
was obvious to us that, had 
they only known, what they 
needed was a good CMEM. 

“When we are talking to 
clients, it is sometimes like a 
light going on for them, 
because in a Service person 
they are nearly always being 
offered a total package that 
includes skills, attributes and 


LIKE TCI TAKE 
YOUR CAREER 
FURTHER? 

HOW ABOUT 
1 B,40DKM 


The Royal New Zealand Navy is without doubt the best 
small nation Navy in the world. And to ensure we stay 
that way we are looking to expand the skills base of our 
personnel with the placement of selected applicants 
with extensive Royal Navy experience. 

If you have proven skills, adaptability and the desire to 
experience not only a great life but a fantastic lifestyle, 
in the first instance go to 

www.navy.mil.nz m*. 

and choose a life... less ordinary - —_^ | 


It's your future. Launch it. 


“can do” ethos as second 
nature.” 

Gill Aitkenhead is the 
Recruitment Director, and hav¬ 
ing been an RN Careers Officer 
and a Personnel Selection 
Officer on the Admiralty 
Interview Board, is perfectly 
placed to interview sailors and 
help them to align their experi¬ 
ence to a civilian environment.. 

A key part of the interview 
process is to go through the cv 
and the company will always 
help and advise on presenta¬ 
tion and content to make sure 
registrants express themselves 
to a potential employer in an 


adequate and understandable 
way. 

Gill also regularly interviews 
people concerned that they are 
leaving, or have left, the 
Service with vast experience 
but no paper qualification - 
and she can show how a good 
wordsmith can go a long way 
towards bridging that gap. 

Linda added: “While a lot of 
our assignment work is placed 
in the Naval Base at Faslane, 
we work closely with many 
other employers in the area 
who want to recruit ex-Service 
personel, but find they often 
fall down at interview.” 


BE YOUR OWN BOSS 

Learn how to operate and run your 
own bin cleaning company 
for a fraction of what a franchise would cost. 

O.T.E. £50.000 

For more information call Karen on: 
01329 220209/07787 573598 
or visit our website 
www.wheeliecleanies.co.uk 


r Clay worth Mam Ctrl A 


Putting people where it matters 


Leading the way as recruitment consultants on the west coast of 
Scotland, we are continually seeking ex RN qualification and expertise 
in all specialisations for temporary and permanent positions with locally | 
based employers. 


We are perfectly placed to understand the scope of your service 
career and to translate your experience in the civilian market place. 


Have a look at our website • it also indudes a weekly updated 
vacancies page and after all, it doesn't cost you anything— 


www dayworthadam co uk 

11 West King Street, Helensburgh. Argyll & Bute G84 8UN 
Tel 01436 670011 Fax 01436 670033 

enquiries@clayworthadam co uk J 



ROYAL 
NAVY 

Join the 

Naval 
Careers 
Servic 

The Director of Naval Recruiting 
is currently seeking 
RN & RM WOs, 

Senior Rates and SNCOs 
to work as 
Careers Advisers 
at these locations: 



Enlist on a 

Full Time Reserve Service 
(Limited Commitment) 
for employment in a 
specified location 
for 3 years 

with prospects for further 
2 year commitments. 


•K 

(C) 

RON \l 
MARINES 



anche. 
ool 



Coventry 

Lutonz 


FTRS rates of pay 
apply 

(reviewed annually 
and pensionable) 

CA3 from £24,042 

rising to 

CA1 up to £33,595 

Regular Service Pensions 
will be abated 
so that your total 
remuneration will not exceed 
your basic pay 
on the last day 
of regular service. 


am 


/u/ 

For further information please contact: 

DNR SO i Support - Lt Tina Gray - PSTN: 023 9272 4359; Mil: 9380 24359 


Instructions 
enclosed - 
if you can 
follow them 


is a Technical Author? 


What, or rather who. 

These days everybody uses any 
number of technological devices, 
from simple gadgets such as calcu¬ 
lators to complex hi-fi and comput¬ 
er systems. 

One thing they all have in com- 

Bin there, 
done that 

KAREN and Jim McBride, both 
ex-RN, have been operating ‘The 
Whcolie Clcanies’ for eight years. 

They propose to pass on their 
expertise and knowledge of this 
business, not by franchising, but by 
offering a consultancy service. 

Anyone considering entering 
into this field will have an oppor¬ 
tunity to find out first hand exactly 
what is involved in running a bin 
cleaning service. 

They offer a two day course 
which will cover all aspects of 
operating a business, including on 
job training on an established 
round. 

Accommodation and meals are 
also included in the price. 


mon - they all come with instruc¬ 
tion manuals. At best, these are 
easy to follow, and allow equip¬ 
ment to be readily set up and used. 

Unfortunately, we have all expe¬ 
rienced badly written manuals that 
cause frustration and wasted time. 

Every conceivable type of equip¬ 
ment or plant requires technical 
documentation to ensure that it is 
used efficiently and safely. 

Clearly, this must be produced 
by those who have a thorough 
understanding of the equipment in 
question. 

What is less obvious however, is 
that as well as technical expertise, 
the authors of such documents 
must be able to write clearly and 
logically. 

This is the job of the Technical 
Author. Instruction b<x)ks range 
from simple operating procedures 
for non-tcchnical users of domestic 
equipment to complex mainte¬ 
nance procedures for large plant 
and machinery. 

Whatever, good equipment 
requires the best user documenta¬ 
tion to accompany it - produced by 
well-trained Technical Authors. 

Accept no substitutes. 


BE YOUR OWN BOSS! 

We arc looking for self-motivated, enthusiastic individuals or couples with a 
desire to exceed their current earnings. 

Become part of a dynamic team in a rapidly expanding home-based business. 
This can be part-time or full-time - no investment needed. 

To learn more visit www.NoHarmlnTrying.eo.uk 
Or telephone 01666 K40970 

YOU HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE - BUT YOU MIGHT 
JUST HAVE A EOT TO GAIN!! 


POLICE RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Leaf Education Tel: 01302 859954 

PO Box 460, DONCASTER DN4 9XL 
www.newlearcducation.co.uk 


Train as a TECHNICAL AUTHOR 
How many times have you used a badly written 
technical manual? If you think you could do better, 
find out about training via distance learning as a 

Technical Author 

Request an information pack: 

Tutortex Services. PO Box 266. Salford M6 8GA 
Tel/Fax 0161 707 2648 
info(a>lutortex.co.uk www.tuiortex.co.uk 


Your ideal City Address 


WHY RF2NT AN OFFICE? 

Run your life and business from a confidential Mailbox! 
24 hr Mailbox access 
Street address 
Mail Forwarding 
Fax and email receipt 
Parcel handling 
From only £15 per month 

MAIL BOXES ETC 


91 MAYFLOWER STREET, PLYMOUTH, DEVON PL! 1SB 
TEL: 01752 257 224 FAX: 01752 257 225 
info(a mbephmoufh.co.uk 
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Options 


Resettlement 




Please quote “Navy News” 


The MOO has Produced i pokey d routine NXflofea at mene sen** to awto* employer* Youw*t* 

| reqund to pronto tul details 0/ your employer or foeung tltc resent forces and you «nl then be expected 
lo inform than of yow men* luMfty Recruits are normalty British or Cornmorrerc.-ilth subject* .w>«l 
I between 16 and 40 (45 tor et-RNT. mate or temaie aid ptiyncaly fiL A water at aet* paths however, are 


Phoenix C.P Ltd 

Td: 07050-252069 

Web: www.phocnixcp.com 
Email: admin^phocnixcp.com 

Ex-22 SAS, RMP, Police & Other Instructors with Authentic Credentials. 
Reputable & Realistic Training • No Bull. Beastings or Irrelevant Content. 
Training Designed to Maximise Employment Potential & Match Client Needs. 
Close Protection Career Fact Finding Seminars (Birmingham) 

Fully Inclusive Resettlement Package (Hereford). _ 

CP Medical Refresher / Re-qualification Course. 

CP Tactical Firearms Course (USA). 

CV Production / Customisation & Career Support. 

Advice Regarding Employment Opportunities. 


The Association of 
Police and Public 
Security Suppliers 


Phoenix C.P Ltd, Forum House, Stirling Road, Chichester, West Sussex, POl9 7DN. 


The Armed Forces develop your skills through training that is second to 
none. And then provide the opportunities to put those skills to the test. 

How do you adapt them to the world outside? And how can you demonstrate 
your inherent abilities in a civilian environment’ 

The Carver Transition Partnership provides impartial advice, guidance and 
information to help Service leavers identify their talents and abilities, 
and achieve their goals 


career 


transition 

partnership 


To make the transition from deployment to employment contact: 
020 7766 8020 


».ctp.org.uk 


CAREER MANAGEMENT I SELF ANALYSIS | RESEARCH I TRAINING NEEDS 
JOB MARKET I INTERVIEW PREPARATION 


Leaving the 
full-time Navy? 


Why not be paid 
your spare 
time? 


EACH year over 3,000 people 
leave the Royal Navy or Royal 
Marines and make the transi¬ 
tion to civilian life. 

Everyone who leaves will have 
different personal circumstances 
and aspirations, but the adjustment 
from the military environment to 
the civilian world outside is an 
issue common to all. 

It is certainly a challenge, but 
also a chance to take stock, maybe 
change direction, and focus on the 
opportunities and possibilities that 
lie ahead. 

Since October 1998 resettle¬ 
ment services have been provided 
by the Career Transition 
Partnership (CTP), a partnering 
arrangement between Right 
Management Consultants and the 
MOD. 

Under the arrangement. Right 
Management Consultants, a global 
change management and HR con¬ 
sultancy firm, deliver resettlement 
services to all ranks in the Armed 
Forces through nine centres in the 
UK. 

Most Service leavers eligible for 
the full programme start the reset¬ 
tlement process with a three-day 
Career Transition Workshop 
(CTW). 

Here they will be involved in 
group discussions to identify their 
transferable skills, assess their 
future opportunities, learn about 
self-marketing and networking and 
CV writing. 

They will be assigned to a career 
consultant who will be their point 
of contact for advice, guidance and 
support thereafter. 

They will also have access to PCs 
and the Internet and resource 
rooms containing information on 
careers, training and locations in 
the UK. 

CTP provides business start up 
and consultancy workshops, inter¬ 
view techniques and ‘New 
Horizons' briefings for those who 
are going to seek paid employ¬ 
ment. 

Each Centre hosts regular brief¬ 
ings on the financial aspects of 


LOGISTIC SUPPORT ENGINEERS 
MAINTENANCE ENGINEERS 
RELIABILITY ENGINEERS 
TECHNICAL AUTHORS - SAFETY ENGINEERS 

We need engineers with mechanical, electrical or avionics skills for 
vacancies in the South West and Midlands. Applications from ex RN 
engineers and technicians with aircraft, communications or nuclear 
experience and an interest in technical support as a career move would 
be welcome. Knowledge of reliability studies, support documentation or 
safety procedures would be an advantage. 

Contact Cole & Sharp Ltd on 01305 851661 or email CV to 
jobs@coleandsharp.fsnet.co.uk 
Full details can be found on our website www.coleandsharp.co.uk 


resettlement and housing briefs by 
fhc Join! Service Housing Advice 
Organisation. 

In sum, the CTP offers: 

• Onc-to-onc career coun¬ 
selling 

• Resettlement workshops 

• Skills training 

• Training advice 

• Job searching and matching 
service 

• Information and impartial 
advice 

• Support up to two years post 
discharge. 

With the major deployments to 
the Gulf area and a requirement to 
provide cover during the firefight¬ 
ers strike, resettlement has been 
pushed down the priority list for 
many RN and RM personnel. 

Helen Baker, Manager of the 
Portsmouth Regional Resett¬ 
lement Centre, has been in contact 
with the ERO of all Portsmouth- 
based ships offering help to ratings 
due to leave in the next six months. 

Her career consultants have 
been allocated to particular ships 
as the CTP point of contact, avail¬ 
able to offer help and advice by c- 
mail or to make preparations for 
when ships return to Portsmouth. 

Mike Clayton, manager of the 
Plymouth RRC, has written to 
Dcvonport-hascd ships, too - but 
also realised that many Royal 
Marines returning from the Gulf 
had little time left before they were 
due to leave the Service. 

He ran extra Career Transition 
Workshops and career advice ses¬ 
sions at Plymouth RRC and 


extended its opening hours till late 
evening and Saturdays for the last 
two weeks of May. His staff also 
offered to go to Stonchouse, 


Chivcnor and Norton Manor 
Camps to make it easier for leavers 
to get resettlement preparation. 


ACE Aviation Services Serco 

Ex Military Aircraft Engineers Urgently required 

Sea King and Lynx experienced engineers of all trades 
4 (mechanics, electricians etc) are required for long term 
contracts with starts in late May/eariy June. 

If you have left the Navy in the last few years we would 
like to hear from you for these or future contracts. 

Ex- Royal Navy Engineers who have experience on 
other aircraft are invited to send their details as we 
have multiple contracts to offer. 

If you haven't done contract work before don't worry 
our professional staff can guide you through the hassle 
free process. 

If you are interested please call James or Sarah on 
01256 382600 or email your CV to acecv@serco.com 


ACE Aviation Services, Enterprise House, 

11 Bartley Wood Business Park, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9XB 
Tel: 01256 382600 Fax: 01256 382609 
Web: www.aceaviationservices.com 


Go online @ www.navynews.co.uk 


theskillsgap .com 

MCSCE & MCSA resettlement training M,cr SSliJS53 
3 MSCE/MCT trainers in the classroom 
6 week residential course £3699 
(includes VAT and accommodation) 

'•*; wan tea to go down me MCSE route men rn/s is me place I'd like to do 
i f -1 take mv na* of* to me skillsgap ' 

Peter Labrow - MSCE Shootout - IT Training magazine Aug 02 

Places available in May, June and July 

01422 845740 For impartial and honest information 
www.theskillsgap.com 


ITS 

NVQ Level 3,4 & 5 
Management Awards 

Can be accredited in part or total 
(depending on experience and grade) 
Via professional discussion 
Recent Middle/Top Management 
experience 

Recent POLC/DOC/NEBSM 
For more information contact: 

Inter Training Services Ltd. 

77-78a High Street. 

Fareham, P016 7AW 
FreeFone: 0800 975 6250 

Email: itsfareham@virgm.net 

Web : ww w its-t areham co. uk 

Inter Training Services Lid will no: 
lolcraie discrimination ol any kind and 
seeks to remove any barriers mat do not 
support tNs principle 


BE YOUR OWN BOSS 

Ex Marine seeks serious 
individuals for British 
company experiencing 
dynamic growth. 

Full time or part time. 

Full training and support. 
Free information. 
Phone 01244 683932 
(if out leave a message) 
or mobile 07791787929 


DOG HANDLERS 

£390 - £450 p.w. 

Locations in N. Hants, Warks, 0xon, Bucks. 

Security related tasks, patrolling 
clients premises. Experience preferred 
but not essential. Must have driving 
licence and own vehicle. 

Tel: Eric Warburton 
0800 0646822/07887 746196 


Are YOU Misfsing Something Good? 


WANNABE A TECH AUTHOR? 

Take control of your own future by achieving Tech 
5360, the best recognised qualification for technical 
authors. 

Study anywhere, any time, with the College which is 
a Preferred Supplier to the CareersTransition 
Partnership. 

The College of Technical Authorship (Ref NN) 
PO Box 7, CHEADLE, SK8 3BY 
0161 437 4235 crossley@coltecha.com 


how to manage it 


Change of life - and 
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Education 


Trinity wins prestigious award 


TRINITY School in 
Tcignmouth has recently 
featured in the top 1,000 
English secondary schools 
from within the state and 
independent sectors, and has 
been awarded the prestigious 
Excellence Award from the 
Independent Schools 

Association. 

This is only the second time that 
this award has been granted from 
among a membership of over 290 
accredited independent schools 
throughout the country. 


Since 1992, under the leadership 
of the existing headmaster Colin 
Ashby, the Scluxil has grown from 
221 pupils to over 500. 

More than £3.5 million has been 
invested in the School over the last 
six years, including a covered 
tennis centre opened in September 
2(X)2, a heated 25m swimming pool 
opened in June 2002, the 
development of a new Design 
Technology building, and 
additional classrooms all opened in 
September 2001. 

In addition the previous years 
saw more new classrooms, modern 


boarding accommodation with cn- 
suitc facilities, a new Science and 
Mathematics block, new tennis 
courts, hard-surface sports and 
play areas. 

The sixth form that numbers 
over 80 and the nursery that takes 
children from three months to 
three years are thriving, and exam 
and sports results arc outstanding 
with national champions and 
representatives of county, regional 
and British teams appearing. 

Computers are upgraded 
constantly to keep up with the 
ever-changing world or technology 


and software programmes, 
allowing students to feed on the 
huge amount of information 
available. 

The ratio of computers to 
students is 1:8, provided by the 
School, however many students 
also have their own personal 
computers. 

All computers are networked 
throughout all education 
departments, allowing students 
access to their files and the 
Internet from any workstation. 
However access to the Internet is 
allowed under strict supervision. 



Kelly College 
Tavistock 


GCSE 

Scholarships available 
Interested? 

Contact Kelly College 

The Registrar, Kelly College, 
Tavistock, Devon, PL 19 011/ 


Tel. 01822 813193: Fax 01822 612050 
E-mail: admissionsCa) kcllycollcge.com 
www.kcllycollcgc.com 

A Kccistcrctl Charily which cxinIn to provide oliR.it inn 
Chanty Rc*d. No. «Ni7lf> 



TRINITY 





SCHOOL 


^ \0fi 

ROMAN CATHOLIC & ANC.UCAN FOUNDATION 
INDEPENDENT, CO-EDUCATIONAL DAY AND BOARDING 
SCHOOI FOR CHILDREN 

Nursery 3 months - 3 years. Preparatory 4-11, Senior 11-19 

Recent Excellence Award from the Independent Schools Association 
and Investors in People Award 
We Have: 

♦ Small classes ♦ Christian Ethos 
♦ Over 30 extra-curricular activities 
♦ 20 Advanced Level subjects and AVCE offered 
♦ Boarding accommodation with en-suite facilities 

♦ Set in beautiful 14 acre grounds, overlooking the English Channel 

♦ A friendly, caring environment with individual attention for all pujvls 

♦ Over £3.5 million has been spent on new facilities over the last 6 years 

♦ One residential member of staff for every 10 hoarders with a real 

family atmosphere 
Bursaries available to Forces families 
You will he warmly welcomed, when you visit the school. Early application is 
recommended, to awid disappointment. E/ease contact Lesley Cunningham 

-TRINITY SCHOOL- 

BUCKERIDGE ROAD • TEIGNMOUTH • DEVON • TQI4 81.Y 
Tel(01626) 774138 Fax(01626) 771541 

e-mail: enquiries^trinityschool.co.uk www.trinityschool.co.uk 


www. navy news. co. uk 


To advertise your school in our next Education Feature call: 
023 9272 5062 - 023 9272 4226 - 023 9275 6951 v 




• £850,000 Sports Hall 
completion Nov 2003. 

• New state of the art IT suite completed 
May 2002. 

• Substantial refurbishment of boarding 
facilities in 2002. Ongoing into 2003. 

• Best ever academic results in 2002. Ranked 
311 in the Sunday Times top 500 Independent 
Schools. 


Ruthin School 


Like to know more? 
Telephone 
01824 702543 
to arrange a visit 
appointment 


Visit our website at 


• Refurbishment of classroom facilities in 2002. 
Ongoing into 2003. 

• Refurbished refectory facilities Oct 2002. 

• Excellent Junior School teaching, pastoral care, 
and academic development. 

• Team of enthusiastic senior school teachers, 
dedicated to ensuring every student achieves 
their full potential. 

• Wealth of extra curricular activities. 

Mountain Biking, Climbing, Car Mechanics, 
Target Shooting, Golf, Swimming, 

Robot Building etc, Cadet Force 
and Duke of Edinburgh. 

ww.ruthinschool.co.uk 



edu-aUon 

Moving back to the UK? Moving Overseas? 
Has your child special educational needs? 
Considering Boarding School education? 
Know about educational changes in the UK? 

SCE(UK) for FREE advice and support: 
Tel: 01980 618244 Mil: 94344 8244 
Fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245 
email: mod.sce.uk@gtnet.gov.uk 


UK LEADING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL OFFERING 

20% REMISSION 

OFF BOARDING FEES FOR HM FORCES, 
CHILDREN & GRANDCHILDREN OF SEAFARERS 
Co-ed Boarding & Day 3-19 years (Boarding 6+ years) 

A TOP UK SCHOOL FOR GCSE & A-LEVEL RESULTS 



We think there are 3 important points, above all others, that make Queen 
Ethelburga's your ideal choice as the boarding school for your child. 

Firstly, we understand the needs of service families and seafarers as we 
have been serving their needs for over 80 years. We have experience in 
ensuring your child will settle well, be confident and successful. Our campus 
is safe and away from city centre problems. Secondly, our boarding facilities 
are the best in Europe. Every bedroom has direct dial in/out telephone, voice 
mail, TV/Video (on timer), music centre, hot drink facilities and much more. 

3 Many bedrooms are ensuite. Our house parents are friendly and caring. 
Thirdly we are a Sunday Times 

Top UK Senior School for GCSE and A-Level results 
UK Top 100 Preparatory School for Academic Results 

We have invested over £17m in new facilities and offer a huge range of | 

I - sports, music, equestrian, and recreational facilities. Over 95% of our 
A-Level students go on to University. Telephone for a prospectus, video and 
details of special 20% Remission. (Email: remember@compuserve.com) 



X 5 


QUEEN ETHELBURGA’S COLLEGE 
Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. England. 
Tel: 08707 42 33 30 

Web: www.queenethelburgas.edu 


Easy to 
get to by 
road, rail & air. 
10 minutes 
from A1M 
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Mistellaneous 



WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in 

£28.95 + £1.50 UK Postage. 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10. 25. 50 and 100 

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

specialist experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 7SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 
email: enquiries@chmunday.co.uk 


Reynolds Sports 

EMBROI DER ED Sweaters, Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts, Caps 8c Badges 
PRINTED T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Jackets, Caps 8c Badges 
and lots more - all from one supplier! MINIMUM QUANTITY ONLY 12 
BFPO Tax Free Service - send for our full price list 

12-13 Crofton Close, Allcnby Business Village, Lincoln LN3 4NT 
Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 
enquiries@revnolds-sports.co.uk www.reynolds-sports.co.uk 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 
■mSDSAkONUTUtt 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 


WRITE OR RHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICII 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2H 7HA 


TEL 020 7930 1979 FAX 020 7930 1152 
c mail:rdhmcdals@aol.com 



Contact 

Wright & Logan tuJ921 
Ship’s Photographers 


Telephone: 

023 9282 6682 

www.wrightandlogan.co.uk 

Rachel@victory2005.co.uk 


GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES & 
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS 

(Select any ship or FJLA. Squadron etc.) 

BERETS (SILK LINED), CAP BADGES, SWORD KNOTS, BAGS AND BELTS, 
BUTTONS, RANK SLIDES AND TIES (RN, F.A.A. OR ASSOCIATION) 

Should there be any ilem you require which is not shown, please contact us. and wc 
will endeavour to help, as wc are unable to list all the products in our portfolio. 
Whether you are buying for yourself, or a loved one. we will he happy to give you 
prices and quantity discounts upon application. 

Military Matters 

Burn Bank Lodge, Burn Bank, Greenfield, Saddlcworth, Oldham 013 7LT 
Tel: 01457 K770I0 Fax: 01457 87K499 c-mail:militarv.mattcrsfo htom-nworld.com 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDSJIES 

Cummerbunds - Silk £25, Polyester £17.50 
Cap Tallies, and Baseball Caps 
All made to order. 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road, Gwinear, 
Hayle. Cornwall TR27 5HA. 
Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


GOLDEN JtlJlIllEE 

COMMEMORUOr 4loj >M 

OmtriTmfion* 

In SS\I \ 

STILL W Ml Mil I 

Bigbury Mint 

0I548 830717 

uww.htGhunmint.com 


NAVY NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

(excl. VAT) as effective from 1st June 2002 

DISPLAY 


Full Page. £2,235 

Half Page. £1,235 

Quarter Page .£699 

S.c.c. (min 3 cm). £13.85 


CLASSIFIED 


Lineage . 

Trade minimum .... 
For Sale, Minimum 
Box number . 


90p per word 

. 30wds. 

.I Owds. 

. £3 


PENFRIENDS See details on page 10 

Discounts, Colour Rates, Technical Details available on request. 

Telephone: 023 9272 5062 
Fax: 023 9283 0149 

for a full Media Pack 
www.navy ne ws.co.u k 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW • WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 
PROFESSIONALLY SEWN • IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 
AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS, 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDALS 
SUEZ CANAL ZONE AND GOLDEN JUBILEE MEDALS 
SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail: chrissy@toadhallmedals.com www.toadhallmedals.com 




WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 

Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting. 

56 Bnuid Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove, Worvs B6I XLL 
Tel: 01527 835375 Fax: 01527 576798 


LMBi Rate UK Only: 0845 6582001 

MEDALS PROFESSIONALLY MOUNTED COURT OR OKIHNARY STYI.E. 


Order online using our secure website www.worcmedals.com | 
E-mail us at wms<n worcmcdals.com 



FLAGS i 

quality 

IIAMD SEWN §^1 
\ 1 NATIONAL 

\ FUGS A ENSIGNS. 

Also Bunting, llandwaving A T able Hags. 
And Economy 5fl x 3ft Hags £7.99 
FREE COIXIUR BROC HURE 


FLAGS GLOBAL 
Unit C6 Laser Quay. Medway City Eft. 
Rochester, Kent ME2 4HU 
Tel 01634 297708 Fax: 01634 



TIES, BADGES 
& PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 

SHIPS/SQUAORONS/REGIMENTS/CLUB 
HM Services and custom-made for Clubs, 
Bands, Choirs, etc. Blazer buttons, medals, 
ribbons & sundries 
Please send SAE for lists 
THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, 
Edge End, Cofeford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 
email: pam.lewis@totalise.co.uk 
www.theheraldiccompany.co.uk 


’.WANTED! 


WIN! 



If «# 


IN! WIN! WIN! WIN! 




on to www.phpro.co.uk for details 


1. purchase a limited number ticket 
2. answer a simple question 
3. winners are notified and 
posted on the website. 


PETROLHEAD www.phpro.co.uk 

PROMOTIONS mail@phpro.co.uk 


H.M.S. Bell's 

Name Boards & 
Crests, Tread Plates 
Thomas Kerrigan, 

12 Summcrhill North, 

St Lukes, Cork IRL 

00 353 214501573 

Col lector in UK monthly 


SHIPS PORTRAITS 

I IMS JAGUAR - 



Oil or Acrfic on Canvas. Painted to your 
individual requirements. Prices from £48 

- -EDWARD BOYLE - 

119 Kitter Drive, Plymouth, l*L9 91JH 
Tel. 01752 405565 
Email :ed ward boy Ic («>curobcl I .co.uk 
www.shfpsportraits.eurobell.co.uk 


'SHIPMODELS' 


Professional modeller 
taking commissions for 
naval vessels . Also builds 


aircraft and military 
vehicles and figurines. 
For details write or phone. 


Mr lan Ruscoe , 29 Eagle Street . 
Hanley , Stoke-on Trent , Staffordshire, 


V 


ST1 3PT) TeL No. 01782 239485. 


Go Online @ 
www.navynews.co.uk 


No Waffle! 

Quality Clothing at the Right Price. 

Embroidered or Printed, Polo’*, 
T-shirta, Sweatshirts. Baseball Caps, 
Sports Clothing. MotorSport Jackets, 
Zippo Lighters, Glassware. Silverware, 
Mugs. ID Badges etc. 

We’re your 

•One Stop Promotional Shop’f! 

Also available, Diego Garcia Crested 
Clothing! 

JoBlaine Mugs Sc Promotions 
of Plymouth 
Tel/Fax: 01752-316914 
Mobile: 07905552318 
E-mail: sales<®joblaine.co.uk 
www.joblainepromotions.co.uk 


HMS BELLS 
GUN TOMPIONS 
BOAT BADGES 
TREADPLATES 

Sought by Private Collector. 

I will pay the best cash price. 
Instant decision given. 

Call David on 
01277 355103 



4aMP£&5| 


A tasteful 
way to present 
your romantic 
intentions 

www.naughtyhampers.com 

Tel: 0870 240 1498 


HAND EMBROIDERED bullion 
wire & silk thread badges for 
Clubs/Associations. Send design for 
sample and quote. Gemini Insignia 
Company 4/477 Khawajgan, Gujrat, 
Pakistan. 

E-mail :tajammal@hi.nct.pk 

(Agents Wanted). 


REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons, 
Medals, Cap Badges, Militaria. 
£2.00 for list. 

Caimcross (Dep. NN), 

31, Belle Vuc St., Filey, N. Yorks 
Y014 9HU. 

www.caimxson.freeserve.co.uk 


Navy News Own Products 

If you are not satisfied with one of our own products sold through this paper, simply roturn it to us 
unused within 14 days and we will replace it free of charge or issue a full refund (including postage) 
This guarantee does not affect your statutory rights 

Navy News Notice To Readers 

The publishers of Navy News cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of any advertisement or for 
any loses suffered by any readers as a result. Readers are strongly recommended to make their own 
enquiries and sook appropriate commercial, legal and financial advice before sending any money or 
entering into any legally binding agroomont. 


TOUR T-SHIRTS 

LOOKING FOR A NEW ONE? 

EMBROIDERED or SCREEN PRINTED 
FULL ONLINE CATALOGUE 


Visit: www.stitchdesign.co.uk 
Complete in-house Design & 
Artwork services 
Call: 01256 771999 


EMBROIDERED 

LEISUREWEAR 

Wide range of quality garments. 
l>ow minimum order. 

Full colour brochure. 

Caps & Printed garments supplied. 

t ree embroidery proof. No origination charge. 
Embroidered Polos from £6.00ea, Sweats Dt.OOea. 
T-shirts IS.OOea. 

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP 

48, Old Lane, Birkenshaw, Bradford, 
BD11 2JX 

Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524 
www.bananamoon.co.uk 



Adventure.*, 

► SKYDIVING <X HUSKS 
IN II OKIln 


Freefall Adventure*. Florida are happy 
to offer Military Discounted Skydiving Courses 
for beginner to advanced students in beautiful 
Sebastian. Florida Our Skydiving School is 
British owned and operated, located on the 
east coast of Florida. Mus tropical paradise is a 
great place for your skydiving vacation. 
Come |oin us for extreme fun in the sun. 
Contact ns for further details 

Freefall Adventures, Florida 

4M W Airport Dm*. Seb a s ti an. Florida B». USA 
T*H772) 388 0550-Fax: 1772) 581 4468 
Email: skydivaMik@aol.com 
www.ffadvanturas.com 


Adi Videos 
& DVDs 

Tel: 02893 322536 
for a FREE Catalogue 
www.VideoShack.co.uk 
Supplied discretely 
to Adults Only 


R U RETIRED ? 

A caring person but bored? 
Agents required most areas. 
Negotiating with Institutions 
Hospitals etc. you need to be 
a communicator. 

Mitchell Associates 
Tel 0871 734 0665 


^^Joys Roses & Flowers 

* Sent to any address in U K. & N.l. only. |« 

To show you have your loved one in mind someone somewhere is waiting to hear from you. 
i.e. Congratulations - Birthdays - Anniversaries - Births --or to say I Love Vou 



Bouquet - 12 Roses Rcd-Yellow-Pink plus Gyps & Ferns £14.00 

Bouquet - 24 Roses Red-Yellow-Pink plus Gyps & Ferns. £19.00 

Bouquet - 40 Freesia & Ferns. £15.00 

Bouquet ~ 50 Blooms inc. Roses &r Mixed Flowers, Fern etc £20.00 
All Bouquets Have Gyps & Ferns Included 
All C/Cs accepted plus Chequcs/Postal Orders made out to, 

JOYS ROSES & FLOWERS, Flamingo, St. Sampsons, Guernsey. C.l GY2 4WB 

^Tel. No.:01481 246708 Fax. No.:01481 243406 f 
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FUN AND GAMES 

Life on board warships 
can be very exciting - 
but it also has its quiet 
times. 

You might be able to 
go and watch telly 
when you're bored or 
go outside to play, but 
the Navy can’t go any¬ 
where other than the 
ship. TV aerials don't 
work when you are at 
sea on a moving ship, 
and there's nowhere 
else to go. 


To keep themselves 
entertained on long 
sea voyages the Navy 
has come up with a 
number of games that 
they can play as 
teams. 

One of the traditional 
Naval games is 
Uckers, which is a bit 
like Ludo, but has 
different rules and is 
very tactical. 

Dominoes are a 
popular game on board 
ship, and can be 
played in teams or 
just one on one. 
Obviously packs of 
cards are always 
useful and there are 
loads of card games 
that can be played by 
anything from one 
person to a roomful. 
The Navy will also 
play bingo, which they 
call 'tombola' with 
someone acting as the 
caller (with their very 
own Naval slang for 
the numbers) and 
everyone else 
competing to win. 

It might be a 
surprise but horse- 
racing also takes 
place on ship. You can 
find out more on the 
next page... 


Young Readers Club, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH 

www . navynews . co . uk/youngreaders youngreaders@navynews .co.uk 
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Uckers and the 
art of blobbing 



One of the most popular 
games in the Navy is 
Uckers. You'll find an 
Uckers board on almost 
every ship, in almost 
every submarine, at 
almost every establish¬ 
ment. 

On first look, you could 
think Uckers looks 
mighty familiar. It is 
based on the popular 
board game Ludo, but 
the Navy has different 
rules that mean you've 
got to be smart and 
you've got to be tactical. 

The Navy draws up its 
own Uckers boards that 
look like the one on the 
right here - you might 
have a Ludo board at 
home that you can use. 

For Uckers you use two 
dice and you play in two 
teams of two people. 

The red and yellow join 
sides against the blue 
and green. 

Your pieces start in the 
comers with the squares 
in the same colour. 
Everyone rolls the dice 
in turn and the person 
with the highest score 
has the first throw. 

But having the first 
throw doesn't always 
mean you move first, 
because you have to 
throw a six before you 
can move one of your 
pieces out of the comer 
and on to the board. 



Don't forget to visit 
our website for 
more competitions! 

www.navynews.co.uk/youngreaders 


10 FRIDGEPLAY GAMES 
TO GIVE AWAY 

To coincide with our games theme this month 
we are giving away these fantastic new 
magnetic games, just put it on the fridge and play! 

To enter just send us your name , address, age and membership 
number on a postcard or email marked 'Fridgeplay'. 
Closing date 30 June 2003. Normal competition rules apply. 

www.fridgeplay.com 

fridgeplay^ 


H 




Once a six is thrown, 
the piece moves out on 
to the starting square 
(or doorstep). Pieces 
move in a clockwise 
direction, the number of 
squares the same as the 
score on the two dice. 
The aim of the game is 
to get all of your own 
pieces and your 
partner’s pieces around 
the board and into home 
at the centre before 
your opponents. 

The pieces move the 
number of squares on 
the dice - this means 
that if you throw a 2 
and a 4, you can move 
one piece two squares 
and another piece four 
squares, or one piece all 
six squares together. 

If once you've moved 
the whole dice score you 
land on top of one of 
your opponent's pieces 
then they are knocked 
back to base and have to 
start again. 



ewnen 


If two pieces 
or more of the 
same colour 
are on the one 
square, this is a barrier, 
known as a blob. 

An enemy piece cannot 
get past a blob but has 
to sit on the square 
behind it, throw one 6 
and say 'challenge' then 
throw more 6s for each 
piece sat making up the 
blob. 

So for a 
blob with 
four 
pieces, 
the oppo¬ 
nent has 
to throw 
a massive five 6s in total 
to get past, one for the 
'challenge' and four to 
get rid of each piece in 
the blob. 

But once a player has 
begun a 'challenge', they 
cannot move any other 
of their pieces until 
they have thrown all the 
6s to get rid of their 
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enemy s 
blob. 

A mixy 
blob is 
when your partner's 
pieces land on top of 
yours - so yellow and red 
can pile up together to 
make a mixy blob - but 
this has no value as a 
barrier and cannot stop 
your enemy’s pieces. 

To get a piece home 
when you are on the 
final stages you must 
throw the exact number 
to get your piece back 
into home. And the 
winners are the pair who 
get all eight of their 
pieces home first. 

Of course, this is just 
one set of rules and lots 
of ships and Navy areas 
have slightly different 
rules for their own 
games. 

If you’d like a formal 
set of Uckers rules, 
write in to us and we'll 
send you a copy. 


Members 

birthdays 

Here's all our 
members with 
summertime birthdays 
in the month of June. 
Have a brilliant 
birthday: 

Kelly Allen 

David Beere-Waldren 
Marcus Birkbeck 
Liam Braine 
George Brewster 
Luke Burdett 
Eddie Chadwick 
James Clarke 
Elizabeth Cox 
Charlotte Crooks 
Danielle Dixon 
James Glanville 
Daniel Grant 
Lawrence Haycocks 
Tyrone Irving 
Natalie Lees 
Xavier LeRoux 
Sofia Linares 
Alistair Martin 
Anouska Mason 
Craig Matheison 
Oliver Mitchell 
Takamasa Nakagawa . 
Lawrence Newland 
Joshua Peasegood 
Charlotte Perren 
Callum Plunkett 
Liam Ramsay 
Sam Read 
Jack Reid 
Daniel Sanders 
Lewis Sharpe 
Danielle Slade 
Matthew Starling 
Adam Tait 
James Thompson 
James Tookey 
Helen Vincent 
Annya Wadds 
Jake Wells 
Jamie-Lee White 
Annabelle Williams 
Matthew Woolley 
Jonathan Wright 

Maritime 

festival 

The International 
Festival of the Sea is 
taking place up in 
Scotland at Edinburgh 
on May 23-26. 

Type 42 destroyer 
HAAS Southampton is 
planned to be at the 
celebration and will be 
open to visitors. 
Tickets: 0131 473 2000 


did the first naval battle take place? Well, the first 
recorded naval battle was in 664BC between two Ancient 
Greek states, Corinth and Corcyra (now called Corfu). 
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Where in the world...? 


Royal Navy and Royal Fleet Auxiliary ships have been 
travelling all around the world for the past few months. 
Here are a few of the places they have visited... 


HMS Richmond 
Place: Bahrain Island 
Country: Bahrain 
What's it like: Hot and 
sandy collection of 35 
islands in the Arabian 
Gulf 

Capital: Al Manamah 



Horses and 
penguins 
race for 
the finish 

Bizarre as it might 
sound, the Navy often 
races horses on its 
warships. And 
sometimes it races 
penguins, and on 
occasion, even dolphins! 
But don't worry, 
because none of them 
are real - they're made 
of wood! 

On race nights, a long 
board is drawn up with 
different sections 
marked up with 
messages like "Miss a 
turn", “Go back two 
spaces", "Rush forward 
four spaces". 

There are six jockeys, 
each of whom has a 
different coloured 
horse (or penguin or 
dolphin), and each 
jockey throws the dice 
in turn. 

Depending on what they 
throw, that's how far 
forward their horse can 
move. 

Of course, if the horse 
lands on a "Go back 
three spaces" square, 
then the jockey has to 
take their horse back 
again. 

The whole ship turns 
out to watch and cheer 
the different horses to 
get to the finish first. 
There will be a number 
of races over the 
evening, and there will 
be a raeecard drawn up 
with different horse 
names for each of the 
races. 

The names of the 
horses are usually 
based on the nicknames 
of certain characters 
on the ship. 

Do you play any games? 
Write in and tell us 
about them... 




is the British Royal Navy called the Senior Service? Because it 
was started in tne 9th century by King Alfred the Great, before 
Britain had a national Army and long before the Royal Air Force. 

Mathematical mastery 
for dominoes dominion 


) 


Another game that the 
Navy plays on board ship 
is dominoes. 

There are lots of 
different ways that you 
can play, but a popular 
game in the Navy is 
called ‘Fives and Threes'. 

You can play this game 
with two, three or four 
people. All you need are 
a box of dominoes and a 
pen and paper to keep 
the score. 

Turn all the dominoes 
over so you can’t see the 
dots, then mix them up. 
Each player picks out 
seven dominoes or doms' 
as they are called in the 
Navy. 

Then each person takes 
a turn to put their 
domino down. The 
number of dots on the 
end has got to be the 
same for both dominoes. 
Look at the illustrations 
to make it simpler. The 
dom can be put down at 
either end. 

Are you any good at 
maths? Because for this 
game you need to be 
able to figure out how 
many fives or how many 
threes go into the dots 
score - that's the total 
number of dots at the 
very ends of the long 
chain. 

It sounds difficult, but 
really it isn’t. Just 
remember to add up the 
number of dots right at 
each end. Let's see how 
it works... 


score here... 

Well, it's four 
dots plus a 
double three 
(six) which 
makes ten dots. 

And five goes 
into ten 2 
times. So the 
score is 2 again! 

You keep adding 
dominoes 
with the 
same num¬ 
ber of dots 
next to each other in a 
long chain one player 
after another. 

Sometimes you might 
not be able to make a 
number that divides into 
three or five. Don’t 
worry, you just don't 
score on that round, but 
better luck next time! 

Other times you might 
not be able to put a 
domino down. That's 
when you knock. 'Knock' 



means you tap your 
domino on the table to 
show that you can’t go, 
you get missed out and 
the next player takes 
their turn. 

'Fives and Threes' can be 
quite tricky but you can 
get a really high score if 
you are crafty. 

Take a look at this one - 
be warned, it's quite 
tough. Guess how much 
this scores... 
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This long trail 
makes if> a mega¬ 
score of 8! How? 

Look at the ends of 
the long snake. They are 
double six and three, so 
that adds up to fifteen. 

There are 3 fives in 


TJ 
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over, mix them up, and 
picking another seven. 

The first one to score 
121 wins. 


V \ K~ 

<• • • 


So with these two 
dominoes the dots on 
the i*nds - five and one, 
add up to six. There are 
2 threes in six, so your 
score is 2. 

Heres another one. See 
if you can figure out the 


YOUNG READ RS CLUB 

Join the Navy News Young Readers Club and you will receive a Goodie bay, 
Royal Navy Baseball Cap, Mug, Membership card and exclusive membership 
number, Birthday & Christmas Cards, Members only competitions, exclusive 
Nava! Visits, Discounts to local and national attractions and much, much moreII 
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This month 

2 June 1953: The Duke 
of Edinburgh is appointed 
Captain-General, Royal 
Marines. 

3 June 1980: The Navy's 
first hydrofoil, named as 
Speedy, was accepted 
for a short career that 
ended in February 1982 

4 June 1940: Evacuation 
of the British Forces 
from Dunkirk in World 
War II completed 

6 June 1944: The 
Normandy Landings when 
the Allied Forces went 
on the offensive against 
the Germans during 
World War H 
8 June 1550: The first 
time the Medway in Kent 
was used as a base for 
Navy ships 

10 June 1971: HMS 
Sheffield, the first Type 
42 destroyer, was 
launched by the Queen - 
the warship was later 
lost in the Falklands 
Conflict 

11 June 1730: The first 
dinner ir. tne Painted 
Hall at Greenwich 
Hospital 

12 June 1794: Nelson 
blinded in his right eye 
at Calvi 

14 June 1789: Capt 
Bligh of the Bounty 
arrives at Timor after 
3,618-mile voyage after 
the mutiny on his ship 

14 June 1853: 
Introduction of Chief 
Petty Officer and 
Leading Seaman rates 
17 June 1755: James 
Cook joined the Navy, 
later in his career as a 
captain he led a voyage 
of discovery to the 
South Seas and Australia 

20 June 1774: John Day 
was lost in the first 
submarine experiment in 
Plymouth harbour 
22 June 1923: RMA 
(Blue Marines) and RMLI 
(Red Marines) combine to 
reform Royal Marines 

22 June 1981: The 
current HMS Ark Royal 
launched 

24 June 1869: The 
wearing of beards and 
moustaches was allowed, 
but only both together 

27 June 2002: Queen's 
Golden Jubilee military 
celebrations at 
Portsmouth 


fifteen, and 5 threes in 
fifteen - so if you add 
these together you make 
a grand total of 8. 

Which is good news for 
you rf you want to win! 

You keep _ 

playing 
until all 
your doms 
are used 
up or until 
you ^ 
can't 

P la y 

any 

more. Then 
you start 
again by 
turning all 
the doms 
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I Would like 

Q Membership until my 16th birthday and to receive a free one year 
subscription to Navy News (worth £20.50) for the price of £17.50 

Q Membership for one year and to receive four copies of Navy News 

for just £5.00 


Name . 

Address 


.Postcode .. 

Tel No.D.O.B. 

E-mail address. 

School attended . 

Send your completed form to the address below with a cheque or postai order for 
the correct amount, made payable to NAVY NEWS: 

'Young Readers Club' Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH 

Or for further information contact us on 023 9273 3558 
or by email: youngreaders@navynews.co.uk 
You can also enrol online at www.navynews.co.uk/youngreaders or over the phone 

credit or debit cards (we accept payment by: Visa, Mastercard, Delta or Switch) | 


I r by ( 




NEXT MONTH 

We'll be exploring the 
deep dark underwater 
world of submarines 
where these silent 
metal guardians 
patrol the waters of 
the globe... 


Competition rules: 


All Young Readers Club 
competitions are open to 
readers aged 16 or 
under, except employees 
of Navy News and their 
families or any company 
associated with the 
competition 
One entry per person. 
The decision of the 
judge is final. 

Full competition rules 
are available by 
contacting us at the 
usual address. 
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i Sea Cadets 


Whale ol a time for Kristin 



KRISTIN Bryson has found 
a cure for the summertime 
blues - she’s off to South 
Africa on board a “white 
whdl6”> 

The York Unit Cadet PO will 
join the crew of a Safmarine 
fast container ship for the voy¬ 
age of a lifetime after beating 
stiff opposition in a national 
competition. 

She penned a winning essay 
and outshone other finalists in 
an interview with Navy chiefs 
to win a coveted prize - the 
chance to stretch her sea legs 
and then make new friends for 
the Corps ashore as she tours 
South Africa. 

Overjoyed when she heard 
the judges decision, Kristin 
vowed to help further cement 
already strong links with the 
South African Sea Cadets. 

During her summer stay, she 
will take in Port Elizabeth, 
Durban and Capetown before 
returning to the UK aboard the 
freighter dubbed “the white 
whale” by her crew because of 
her distinctive livery. 

Judging took place at the 
Sea Cadets London headquar¬ 
ters with a panel comprising 


Commodore Roger Parker, 
Brig Gen M. E. Petane, 
Defence and Naval Adviser 
from the South African High 
Commission, and Capt R. B. O. 
Hellier of the Safmarine/- 
Maersk shipping line. 

Other cadets selected for 
interview from the 25 finalists 
were PO Cadet Mark Mayfield 
(Great Yarmouth), A/C Joshua 
Gaskin (Taunton) and PO 
Cadet Charlotte Adlam (St 
Albans). 

• WINNING SMILE: Cadet 
PO Kirstin Bryson is congratu¬ 
lated by Cdre Roger Parker 
after learning she has won a 
trip to South Africa in 
theSafmarine/Maersk con¬ 
tainer ship nicknamed “the 
white whale” (below) 





LONG SERVICE 


AFTER 13 years as CO of 
Loughborough Unit TS 
Venomous Lt Cdr Bob 
Moore attends his last 
Parade Night (left). 

During his command the 
unit has received a burgee 
every year for ten years. Lt 
Cdr Moore has run the 
London Marathon with the 
Sea Cadets twice, raising 
over £2,000 this year. 

Meanwhile the Cadet 
Forces Medal has been pre¬ 
sented to CPO Shelly 
Falkner by Capt Nick Davis, 
Assistant Director (Youth) 
Royal Naval Reserve 
(right). 

Shelly works full time for 
the Sea Cadets and is cur¬ 
rently co-ordinator of the 
RN Sailing Centre Ports¬ 
mouth, looking after the 
various Cadet organisa¬ 
tions as they pass through. 



Bristol win cup with 
16 point lead 


IT HAS been “a fantastic and monumental 
year” for Bristol (Adventure) Marine 
Cadet Detachment (left) - crowned with 
winning the prestigious Gibraltar Cup. 

The Detachment had already won the MCD 
National Drill competition, the Harris Trophy, 
March and Shoot, and were top team at 
CISSam 02. 

Bristol(Advcnture) Marine Cadet Detach¬ 
ment Alpha Company was born on October 11, 
2000 with 15 Cadets and two Training Team 
and now has a steady serving strength of 27 
with six trainers. 

The Gibraltar Cup was presented to the 
Marine Cadets by General Sir Campbell 


Hardy, Commandant General Royal Marines, 
in 1957 and has been keenly contested ever 
since. The competition entails a timed obstacle 
course, drill display, general knowledge quiz, 
seamanship and weapon handling test, fol¬ 
lowed by a 5.56 shoot and the inevitable sods 
opera. 

This year teams from Wallasey, Folkestone, 
Sheffield, 1 laringcy joined Bristol to take part 
in all these - but Bristol scored with an impres¬ 
sive 16 point lead. 

The Cup was presented to team captain CpI 
Pope by Brig Nick Pounds, Commandant of the 
Commando Training Centre 
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Lyndsey's a natural in leadership 




‘ NATURAL leader' PO Lyndsey White of TS 
Active is the new Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet for 
Merseyside. 

She was awarded her certificate of appoint¬ 
ment and badge by the Lord Lieutenant himself, 
Col Alan Waterworth, at a special presentation at 
the North West Reserve Forces and Cadet 
Association in Liverpool. 

“She is an outstanding Cadet, and it is so very 
appropriate that in 2003 it is the turn of the Sea 
Cadets, as it is the 60th anniversary year of the 
Battle of the Atlantic,’’ said Col Waterworth. 

As warships from nine of the Allied nations 
involved arrived in the city, led by HMS 
Invincible, Lyndsey was one of the guests at the 
commemorative lunch in St George's Hall. 

Lyndsey joined the Sea Cadets as a junior in 
1996. Among her achievements while serving 
with the Southport unit have been: 

• Taking part in the Liverpool Raft Race 


• Helping with the Liverpool Marathon 

• Attending the unveiling of the Capt Johnny 
Walker statue 

• Marching in the Princess Diana memorial 
parade 

• Representing the Liverpool District at the 
Bootle Town Hall Golden Jubilee lunch for the 
Queen 

“She’s a girl of many talents,’’ said her CO, Lt 
Stephen Boyes. “She is always willing to volun¬ 
teer and put herself forward. She is a proficient 
sailor, too, and is working for her Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Awards. She is a natural leader.” 

Currently studying Performing Arts at 
Skelmerdale College, Lyndsey is taking part in a 
production of Jesus Christ, Super Star at the 
Phoenix Theatre and planning entertainments to 
raise funds for her unit. 

She has the offer of a place on the staff of TS 
Active when she is 18. 



Chester 

collects 

Colditz 

Award 

COLDITZ Award winners for 
2002 are Chester le Street Unit 
TS Donald O’Clarke. 

Commanding Officer Lt M. 
Mons-White received a cheque 
and a photo of Colditz Castle 
from one of its long-term 
inmates as a POW, Sir Laurence 
Pumphrey. 

The Award from the Colditz 
Association is made for the unit 
which has done most for its local 
community - in remembrance of 
the unique community spirit the 
Colditz POWs created. 


Matching pair 
inspires ’Cadet 
Americas' race 


TS REBEL has now 
taken delivery of its third 
racing yacht - and start¬ 
ed a special racing 
series to celebrate. 

The London Area specialist 
offshore sail training group 
saw Trio , a seven metre 
Hunter Sonata class, deliv¬ 
ered to Fox’s Marina. 

After some minor work “to 
achieve conformance 

requirements”, Trio joined 
with the group’s other 
Sonata, Riot , to double the 
capacity of the Cadet RYA 
keelboat sailing courses, 
which have proved extremely 
popular. 

Now the group has taken 
advantage of having two 
identical boats by launching 
a yacht match racing series. 

Based on the world- 
famous Americas Cup, and 


\ 


so called Cadet Americas, 
this will take the form of 24 
races between the two boats 
over the course of the sailing 
season. 

Crews will be selected from 
aspiring cadet yacht racers 
from the keelboat courses as 
well as from the London Area 
Yacht Racing Squad. 

Meanwhile the first cadets 
from Walton on the Naze unit 
have taken to the water in the 
Leopold Muller , on loan there 
to TS Rebel until enough 
money has been raised to 


purchase the replacement of 
its previous offshore sail 
training yacht. She has 
places booked for courses 
throughout the season 

• AMERICAN STYLE: In 
windy conditions with reefed 
mainsails , keelboats Trio and 
Riot race to windward with 
their young crews at the start 
of the Cadet Americas race 
series at Walton. Inset: 
Walton's TS Illustrious 
cadets on board the Leopold 
Muller. 




The long 
and the 
short 
of it. . . 

AS he approaches his 16th 
birthday, it looks like the 
Submarine Branch for L/C 
Adebambo Salawu of the 
City of London Unit, pictured 
here with some of his taller 
HMS Belfast-based ship¬ 
mates. 
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FREE SERVICE 


A Naval Charity for all ranks and rates 
in the Royal Navy or Royal Marines. 

A source of sound advice and sane 
comment on most matters. 

Provides help on personal finance, 
resettlement and employment on 
leaving. 
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Guests triumph in League lines trophy 


THE ANNUAL Royal Navy Rugby League 
(RNRL) Nines trophy drew in ten teams 
involving over 100 players to HMS Sultan. 

Guest side, Gosport and Fareham 
Vikings, triumphed in the Cup competi¬ 
tion, while HMS Gloucester led by Navy 
regular Apprentice Tom McKenna won 
the plate competition. 

The competition organised for the sec¬ 
ond consecutive year by LPT Mark 
Brocklesby and sponsored by NAAFI 
Financial, took place on a baking hot day 
on a hard surface - the quality of the 
rugby being testimony to the fitness and 
skills of all the competing teams. 

The teams consisted of five ship 
teams, three shore-based teams, as well 


as squads from RAF Odiham and the 
Gosport and Fareham Vikings. 

Pre-tournament favourites HMS Sultan 
won through to the semis but lost out to 
a very strong side from HMS Invincible 
led by CPO ‘Aussie Mai’ Badham. 

Sultan did have the consolation of pro¬ 
viding the player of the tournament in 
LMEA ‘Warren’ Beatty, who impressed 
the officials with his all-round game and 
especially his kicking throughout the 
tournament. 

Gloucester took the plate trophy in a 
very close game, beating the Maritime 
Warfare School 12-5. 

The local Vikings side were invited into 
the competition to help forge links 


between the Navy and the club for the 
benefit of rugby league in the area. 

The team, led by Army rugby league 
coach CpI Sean Fanning, were already 
into their regular season and their match 
fitness told in the final claiming a com¬ 
fortable victory over the Invincible team. 

Next on the rugby league calendar is 
the International York Nines Festival of 
Rugby over the weekend of June 21-22. 

The occasion is set to become an 
annual event following the success of 
last year’s festival, and lining up along¬ 
side the Navy in the 26-side competition 
will be representatives from all the home 
countries, places as diverse as Holland, 
France, West Indies and Russia. 



• Along the Rongbuk valley to the North Face of Mount Everest 

Long trail to Everest 


Wins prove 
elusive for 
golf team 


Neighbours 
battle it out 

HMS SULTAN have taken the 
RNFA C up after a tough final 
against neighbours HMS 
Collingwood. 

From the start, Collingwood’s 
heavy artillery looked promising, 
forcing Sultan back, but Sultan's 
mobile system and pacy forwards 
came to grips with their rivals. 

When Sultan did finally break 
to the left flank, a breathtaking 
show of acceleration from RN and 
Combined Services U2I player 
MEM ‘Foxy’ Foxhall put a begging 
cross into the box with no-one 
dosing to meet it. 

Five minutes later Collingwwxl 
forced Sultan into a defensive 
scramble and when they failed to 
clear the lines, the ball broke to 
LOM Spenny' Spencer-Smith, 
who crashed the ball past a 
despairing LAEA Bob' Hoskins. 

Sultan responded with surpris¬ 
ing composure, and when AB 
Sharkey' Ward was sent sprawling 
in the area, man of the match Foxy 
Foxhall blazed in the kick. 

After the interval, the 
Collingwood defence went static 
at a corner and a totally unmarked 
Ward ghosted a head into the net. 

Although Collingwood opened 
up Sultan's flanks with some clever 
play, they fell further behind after 
an hour when Ferns drew out 
Collingwood keeper PO ‘Pompey’ 
I lowe to slot home. 

Collingwood bounced back with 
sustained pressure, and Hoskins 
made a fine save but the rebound 
was rammed home by 4 Bambi’ 
Bamforth. 


THE MAIN Royal Navy and 
Royal Marine expedition to 
climb Mount Everest contin¬ 
ues with the team having com¬ 
pleted their final acclimatisa¬ 
tion trip on May 6. 

In the meantime. Support Trek 
1 successfully completed their long 


voyage among the foothills of the 
Himalayas. 

7'he trek took place between 
April 22 and May 8 with 18 people 
from the Navy and Marines, 
supported by 11 Nepalese sherpa 
and 9 Tibetan drivers, all under 
the leadership of Maj Dan Bailey 
RM. 

This was the first of the three 
treks planned to support the main 
Everest expedition, but this was 
the only group to make it across 
the Tibct/Nepal border before the 
Chinese closed it due to the SARS 
epidemic. 

The group had a chance to see 
Tibetan life at close quarters, with 
four days of travelling through the 
spectacular desert of the Tibetan 
Plateau. 

After five days of slow ascent, 
the team finally saw the magnifi¬ 
cent North Face of Everest at the 
head of the Rongbuk Valley. 

Once the trek group had 
reached Base Camp, they joined 
with the main climb party to a brief 
by Lt Col Nick Arding on the 
progress of the main group. 

The walking team's arrival was 
celebrated by a high-altitude 
buffet party, before 12 of the 18 set 
out on the next day to 
Intermediate Camp, where the 
group spent its highest night at 
5.800m. 

Strong winds at Intermediate 
Camp forced a swift retreat back 
down the mountain. 

After three unforgettable days 


in Base Camp the trekkers 
returned to Kathmandu over two 
days, with a break in the middle for 
a hot thermal bath in a sandstorm 
in the middle of the desert. 

The last night saw a final big 
run-ashorc in Kathmandu before 
flying home. 

Trek leader Maj Bailey said: 
“Overall, this was a superb exam¬ 
ple of the benefits of adventurous 
training. 

“The trek required courage, 
teamwork and physical determina¬ 
tion. And the rewards were a con¬ 
siderable sense of achievement, 
some incredible memories and 
great fun!” 

The main climbing push, despite 
the wind damage, will be featured 
in next month's Navy News. 

New blood for 
cricket season 

DESPITE losing a number of 
players to operational duties in the 
Gulf, the Navy cricketers drafted 
in new blood for early matches and 
made a great start to the season. 

The re-shuffled side had com¬ 
fortable wins over Incogniti and 
Stragglers of Asia, and were in a 
stong position against the Free 
Foresters when rain stopped play. 

New captain Lt Justin Matthews 
(Dryad) had some impressive 
scores with 65 and 89 not out, and 
the omens are good for RN cricket. 


T HE LAST month has seen 
a busy period for Navy golf, 
writes RNGA Secretary 
Cdr Gary Skinns. 

The men’s representative 
team embarked on two county 
matches, while the ladies got 
their season under way with a 
coaching proficiency day and 
Portsmouth held their 
Command Championships. 

A slightly smaller than normal 
team of eight took on Dorset at 
Dudsbury Golf Club, a new venue 
to the RN men. The course turned 
out to be long and demanding, not 
helped by winds in excess of 30 
knots throughout the match. 

Although some games were 
close-fought affairs, the strong 
county side always had the upper 
hand and no more so than in the 
morning foursomes which saw a 
clean sweep of all four games. 

Things picked up a little in the 
afternoon singles with five of the 
eight matches reaching the final 
green. Had the results of all these 
gone the Navy's way, the overall 
result of a 2-10 loss would have 
been somewhat more respectable. 

There were however some 
encouraging performances, 
notably from brothers CSgt Martin 
and Sgt Joe Sharp (both CTCRM). 

Joe in particular had a good day 
in being tne only outright winner in 
his singles encounter and losing by 
the narrowest of margins in four¬ 
somes partnered by Sgt Ned Kelly 
(Yeovilton). Martin also lost nar¬ 
rowly in the morning but gained a 
creditable half point after lunch. 
The Navy’s remaining point came 
courtesy of a halved match from 
cx-RN Champion Lt Terry Taylor. 

Two weeks later, the team trav¬ 
elled north to its biennial 
encounter with Leeds and District 
Golf Union. This year saw a return 
to the picturesque Howley Hall 
Golf Club, where the team not 
only enjoyed the tricky course but 
also the excellent traditional 
Yorkshire hospitality. 

After an honours-even Saturday 
friendly against the club, battle 
commenced on Sunday against the 
Union team, a match won by the 
RN on just one prior occasion. 

Some excellent selection deci¬ 
sions for the morning foursomes 
proved the basis for one of the best 
starts ever with the Navy going to 
lunch up by 3.5 points to 1.5. Navy 
captain Lt Guy Norris (BRNC) 
chose an excellent partner in 
CWEA Steve King (SFM 
Portsmouth) as the pair led the 
way with a resounding 5/4 win. 

This was closely followed by 
wins from CpI Fred Lomas 
(CTCRM )/OM Ken Anderson 
(HMS Cumberland) and Sgt Ned 
Kelly/CPO Fred McEvoy (HMS 
Neptune) while top pairing MEM 
Mike Setterfield (RM Poole) and 
MEA Adam Hawkins (HMS 
Sultan) gained an excellent half 
against very strong opposition. 

Things looked very rosy through 
most of the afternoon especially 


when the RN won four of the top 
six singles matches leaving just a 
half point needed from the 
remaining four. Norris continued 
where he had left off in the morn¬ 
ing trouncing his opponent 7/6, 
and Hawkins, reaping the benefit 
of his recent membership of 
Rowlands C'astle Golf Club, 
proved himself with a 6/5 win. 

Steve King carried over his form 
from the Portsmouth Commands 
with a 5/4 success while Fred 
Lomas produced the recovery of 
the day to come back from 4 down 
after seven holes to win 2/1. 

However that was where the 
good news ended as all four final 
matches were lost. Although ini¬ 
tially disappointed not to achieve 
an elusive win. the team came 
away with great credit and a halved 
match overall was certainly some¬ 
thing that would have been readily 
accepted prior to play. 

There were many excellent per¬ 
formances from the weekend, but 
the two that stand our were the 
form of both team captain Guy 
Norris and Fred Lomas. 

Norris, having played little golf 
to date this season, is in top form. 
He followed an excellent friendly 
round against the club, where he 
recorded five birdies in the first 
seven holes, with two outstanding 
performances on the Sunday when 
nc had no requirement to go 
beyond the 15th green. 

Lomas* record to date is consid¬ 
ered a first in Navy golf - having 
made his debut at the 2002 Civil 
Service match, he has a 100 per 
cent record having won all 9 points 
possible. This includes playing in 
all four rounds of 2002's Inter- 
Service championships where he 
was called in as second reserve. 

■ CHICHESTER Golf Centre 
hosted a Ladies proficiency coach¬ 
ing day in early May. The aim was 
to encourage newcomers to the 
sport, but was open to all comers. 

A total of 11 underwent a few 
hours of instruction under the res¬ 
ident female professional as well as 
a game round the 9-holc course 
after lunch. A successful day saw 
up to three potential players for 
the future who now look forward 
to the season start later this month. 

Further information may be 
obtained from ladies Secretary Lt 
Cdr Isobel Kent 9380 27748. 

■ Till' 2003 Portsmouth 
Command Championships were 
held recently at Rowlands Castle 
Golf Club, where a total of 36 play¬ 
ers competed for scratch and 
handicap prizes. 

Home course advantage saw 
Navy player Steve King take the 
overall championship with ex-RN 
representative POWTR Steve 
Searlc (Centurion Building) run¬ 
ner up. In the handicap section Lt 
Cdr Scott Straughan (HMS Dryad) 
took the honours from CPOMEM 
Martin Williams (HMS Sultan). 

There is still time for entries for 
the Navy Championships 30 June - 
4 July. Anyone with a handicap of 
10 or better should contact RNGA 
Secretary on 9380 27880. 
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MILITARY SALES 1 


Ms one arrives home, the next voyage is planned 


AS ONE sailing expedition arrives home 
from the Canary Islands, plans are in hand 
for the next major trip through the Suez 
Canal to Dubai. 

Despite the loss of a mainsail, Exercise 
Canary Gold has come to a successful 
close. Since September last year, different 
service crews in two week stints have 
been manning the yacht Fimbria, a Victoria 
34 sail training craft, around the Canary 
Islands. 

The final leg back to the UK was skip¬ 
pered by Lt Cdr Steve White, and was a 
Joint service crew with RN, RNR, RAF, 
Army and MOD personnel. 


The voyage from Western Spain covered 
833 miles, and featured among its high¬ 
lights crossing the Bay of Biscay in a force 
8-9 wind with a steep stern sea. 

The fierce winds in the Biscay crossing 
tore the mainsail in half, but one phone call 
back to the JSASTC (Joint Services 
Adventurous Sail Training Centre) was all it 
took for a new mainsail to be delivered by 
hand the next morning at Lorient, much to 
the gratitude of Fimbria’s crew. 

As Canary Gold returns home, the next is 
being planned - Expedition Topsail 2003 is 
an adventurous training expedition from 
Gosport to Dubai and back, planned to set 


off in early September this year. 

The expedition will use a Challenger 67 
yacht provided by the JSASTC at Gosport - 
the first time a JSASTC yacht has been 
through the Suez canal. 

The voyage will be split into 14 legs, with 
a 10-man novice crew from Topmast per¬ 
sonnel and three experienced sailors for 
each leg. 

Experienced personnel with sailing qual¬ 
ifications are particularly being sought to 
support the project. 

Anyone who wants more information 
should contact Lt O’Callaghan or Lt Cdr 
Saylor on 9380 20959 or 20957. 
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Army flattered by 
late tries at HQ... 


A POWERFUL display of 
attacking rugby in the sec¬ 
ond half of the big match at 
Twickenham saw a formida¬ 
ble Army team bury the 
Navy by 53 points to 16. 

With the Navy just two 
scores behind at half-time, 
there seemed to be a chance of 
a close finish, but the soldiers* 
power, speed and cohesion 
saw them run away with the 
Babcock Trophy and the 2003 
Inter-Services championship. 

The game, transmitted live by 
Sky and BFBS, and sponsored by 
Babcock for the first time, lived up 
to the hype. The Princess Royal 
was there to present the Babcock 
Trophy and the Inter-Services 
Bowl to the Army captain. 

The crowd of about 35,000 were 
entertained by end-to-end rugby, 
but the men in red were always 
able to finish when the Senior 
Service could not. 

Both teams were led out by 
their mascots - in the Navy's case, 
ten-year-old Sammy Rankin. After 
a minute's silence for fallen com¬ 
rades and the National Anthem, it 
was into action, and the Army 
were on the scoreboard with a 
penalty kick after just two minutes. 

The Navy hit back immediately 
with scrum-half Dave Pascoe slot¬ 
ting home a superb 40-metre kick 
a minute later, but this prompted 
the Army to go on to the offensive. 

The Fijian connection, expected 
last year, was more in evidence 
this year as the Army forwards 
attacked in waves. 

The Navy were pinned in 
their 22, and after 14 min¬ 
utes a fluent back move 
allowed an Army winger in 
for their first try, though the 
conversion was missed, 
and within minutes a Navy 
drop-goal attempt was 
charged down for the Army 
to break upheld and score 
an easy try. 

The Navy scored three more 
points through the boot of Pascoe 
after fly-half Paul Clark and 
winger James Hearscy linked 
together for a good back move, 
and another penalty apiece closed 
the scoring for the half. 

At 18-9 in Army’s favour at half¬ 
time a contest was still in the off¬ 
ing, but two quick tries in the first 
ten minutes after the break left the 
Navy with a mountain to climb. 

The Navy needed to score and 
played some quality rugby, but it 
was that inability to finish that cost 
them dearly. The RN forwards 
had battered the line three times 
only to sec the backs get turned 
over. 

S/Lt Will Jcrrold replaced 
flanker S/Lt Michael Cox and S/Lt 
Ollic Hucker came on after 54 
minutes. Both were winning their 
first Nav^y caps, but no sooner had 
Hucker entered the fray than he 
went down with torn ligaments. 

As the Nav>' reorganised the 
Army scored another try. but the 
Dark Blues defended solidly and 
won a seris of penalties which 
edged them upfield. 

With 75 minutes on the clock 
the Navy needed a try, supplied by 
Matt Parker who took a quick 
penalty ten yards out and burst 
through three red shirts to touch 
down beside the post, giving 
Pascoe an easy convert ion. 

At 39-16 it was probably a fair 
reflection of the game - a 
deserved victory by the Army, but 
a points differential that the Navy 
could have possibly accepted. 

But on 80 minutes the Navy 
were guilty of weak defence - and 
probably weary legs - and Smith 
got over the try-line to push the 
score along. 

Salt was well and truly rubbed 
into the wounds deep in injury 


time in the 86ih minute, when the 
Army scored again, both tries 
being converted. 

The Navy side went away know¬ 
ing they were well beaten by a 
strong outfit which was well led 
and organised. But they also know 
that their efforts were not accu¬ 
rately reflected in the final score. 

It has been a rebuilding period 
with a squad of 71 players and ten 
new caps this season, but the Navy 
is already looking to next year 
when once established perhaps 
things will be different. 

■ On a brighter note, the Navy’s 
team pushed to glory in the 
Commonwealth Cup against the 
Royal Australian and Royal New 
Zealand Navy sides, narrowly beat¬ 
ing the RAN 18-15 and overcom¬ 
ing the RNZN with a more com¬ 
fortable lead of 25-17 - full report 
in next month’s Navy News and in 


NAVY PRIDE was restored 
when boxers beat the Army 
3-2 in a team match at the 
Cafe Royale’s Empire Suite. 
The Senior Service won the 
event with both services field¬ 
ing their strongest teams. 

This show was part of a benefit 
for Wasps rugby player Peter 
Scrivener, whose career has been 
hindered by injury. A portion of 
the proceeds will also go to 
Scrivener’s favourite charity the 
cancer care unit at Mandeville 
Hospital. Sky cameras were there 
and screened the show on May 15. 

Late replacement for RM 
Commando Kcv Green who 
pulled out of his bout against the 
Army was AEA Dave McElwee 
(HMS Heron) who jumped at the 
chance to represent the Navy. 

McElwee, who is an up and 
coming prospect for the RN box¬ 
ing team, agreed at four days 
notice to box, even though he 
knew he would be going into the 
ring with a boxer from one of the 
most successful teams in the coun- 
try. 

McElwee took on this year’s 
under-10-bout national finalist 
CpI D. Field. The bout started at a 
furious pace with both boxers 
landing fast and hard punches, but 
a powerful hook to the body 
dropped McElwee for a count of 
eight. 

McElwee tore straight back in 
to land his own counters, but was 
caught again to the body and the 
referee stopped the bout in the 
first round. 

Mne Jim ‘The Thin Destroyer’ 
Cusick (1 Assault Group) levelled 
the score as he took on Inter- 
Services champion and national 
semi-finalist LC'pl Neil Robinson 
(1st Green Howards). Cusick’s fit¬ 
ness, strength and courage earned 
him an unanimous points win over 
an experienced national boxer. 

The third contest saw an all- 
Welsh bout with the two Welsh 
internationals Pte J. Whitcfield 
(2nd Royal Anglian) and RM 
Commando Dave ‘The Hurricane’ 
Tang (1 Assault Group). 

An all-action set of four two- 
minute rounds ensued, as the 
shorter Tang used his high work- 
rate and switch-of-attack style to 
break down the tall and rangey 
Army boxer. Whitfield won on a 
close points decision. 

With the Navy trailing 2-1, OM 
Shaun ‘Mac Attack’ McDonald 
(HMS Newcastle) stepped into 


Navy News Online on the Internet. 

■ The Army women also proved 
too strong for a passionate and 
determined Royal Navy side, win¬ 
ning by six tries to one. 

Watched by a crowd of about 
1(H) - including the RN squad 
before they travelled to 
Twickenham - both sides played 
good rugby in the inaugural, 
women’s Inter-Service contest. 

'Hie Army immediately camped 
inside the RN half, with only 
resilient defence stopping the sol¬ 
diers scoring countless times. 

And it was 24 minutes before a 
big Army drive forced the Navy 
defence on to the back foot, and 
the rolling maul that followed 
allowed the Army in for the first 
score of the day. 

With the wind behind them the 
Navy started the second half 
strongly. They kicked the ball into 


the ring to face England interna¬ 
tional and twice national finalist 
LC’pl Dean Frost (27th Regiment, 
Royal Logistics Corp). 

This was an eagerly awaited re¬ 
match after this years Inter- 
Services saw McDonald win the 
bout 13 points to 11. The Army 
were not happy with the decision, 
but this time there could be no 
arguments. 

Only in the second round was 
the former C'BSA champion effec¬ 
tive. Otherwise McDonald held his 
distance well and controlled mat¬ 
ters with pain-seeking jabs and 
solid right-hands. 

McDonald won the contest on a 
unanimous decision of the judges. 

With the team match 2-2, it all 
depended on the last bout but this 
weight rested on the broad shoul¬ 
ders of no less a man than RN 
Boxing Team captain. Combined 
Services Champion, England ABA 
Champion, and England interna¬ 
tional RM Commando Mick The 


open space behind the defence but 
were unable to get to the ball 
quickly enough. 

After 55 minutes the Navy were 
promising to score with another 
big kick into Army territory, but 
the Army struck back to score 
against a tiring defence. 

Minutes later the Navy were 
pinned in their half with posses¬ 
sion, only to kick it away and allow 
the Army to come at them again 
and score under the posts. 

It was becoming one-way traffic 
for the Army now, as the Navy 
grew more tired, and three more 
tries were run in. 

The last score though, finally, 
went to the Navy. Using the same 
tactic of kicking for territory the 
ball was bundled over the line by 
centre replacement OM Elsa 
Cosgrove, making the final score 


Irish Hammer’ O’Connell (1st 
Assault Group). 

O’Connell repeated his 
Combined Services win when he 
unanimously out-pointed Army 
champion Bombardier Nick Okoth 
(1st Green Howards). 

Okoth’s fast and aggressive style 
was swiftly halted as the Navy’s 
national champion increased the 
tempo with hard and accurate 
comninalion punching. 

Coach POPT O Shillingford 
said: “I’m delighted with the 
team’s performance. Their dedica¬ 
tion and commitment has pre¬ 
vailed yet again, and this season 
has produced success after success 
for amateur boxing in the Navy. 

“The Army have got one of the 
strongest and biggest boxing teams 
in the country, with forty boxers in 
full time training. To beat the 
Army is good in itself for Service 
sport, although I must admit I 
have achieved a personal goal that 
I set myself and the team. 


32-5. 


but Navy boxers 
ght back in ring 



• Welsh international Mne Dave Tang piles on the pressure 
against the Army 



Tough schedule 
for footballers 


THE RN U-19 soccer squad produced their best result in over 20 
years by reaching the semi-final of the prestigious Dallas Cup 
international youth soccer tournament, which included teams 
from Newcastle and Manchester United. 


The squad, led by Cdr Marlin 
Doolan and WO Paul Spinks and 
coached by GPO Amic Ormiston 
and GPO George Barclay needed 
a good start in their group of four. 

'The first match, against Texas 
Lightning Black, was a tight affair, 
and the Navy would have settled 
for a draw when, with five minutes 
to go, Mne Jamie Walmslcy head¬ 
ed home from a comer to snatch 
the victory. 

The Capital Soccer Club provid¬ 
ed the next opposition, and the 
Navy proved much the betttcr 
team, with Jamie Walmslcy, OM 
Matthew Parrott - with a 30-yard 
cracker - and WEA Aaron Ripley 
scoring in a 3-0 win. 

Already through to the knock¬ 
out phase, the Navy rested their 
back four to avoid picking up cost¬ 
ly bookings, and although they led 
Team USA by fine individual goal 
from OM Khalcd Khan, the last 
five minutes saw four goals fly in 
and a 4-1 defeat. 

The quarter final against IMG 
Soccer Academy was incredibly 
tense, with both sides shunning 
opportunities. 

Shortly after half time a lapse in 
concentration allowed IMG to 
score from a comer, leading to 
some bizarre celebrations, and it 
could have been worse had they 
converted their penalty moments 
later, but Mne Alex Bibby stood 
his ground well and saved easily. 

Shortly afterwards MEM Lee 
Foxhall showed how it should be 
done by scoring from the spot to 
level the scores and take the game 
into extra time for the golden goal. 

Having won the toss the RN 
decided to play with the wind at 

Innovation in 

ANOTHER technical innovation 
has been adopted by the Royal 
Navy - this time in the world of 
model boats. 

The Service has established the 
RN Radio Sailing Association 
(RNRSA), with the puiposc of 
promoting radio sailing within the 
Navy based on the International 
One Metre Class. 

The Association has two levels 
of membership - Full (open to 
serving members of the RN and 
RM) and Associate (open to 
retired RN and RM, serving and 
former RNR and RMR, depen¬ 
dants of RN and RM personnel 
and RN civilians). 


their backs and throw everything 
forward. With ten minutes played 
STD Louis Green dispossessed the 
full back before rifling the ball into 
the top corner to take the game. 

But the rigours of piaying five 
games in six days in the heat on 
hard pitches were starting to take 
their toll. 

Although the RN team compet¬ 
ed and fought all the way, in the 
end they were defeated 4-0 by the 
pacy Dallas Texans Reds, who went 
on to win the final. 

This was a superb overall per¬ 
formance from the RN squad who 
proved exceptionally capable on 
the pitch and excellent ambas¬ 
sadors for the RN. 

Army lose 
tug-of-war 

THE DAY of the Army vs Navy 
rugby match also saw a battle 
between ratings in an inter-service 
part 2 trainee tug-of-war contest. 

The men competed in two 
weight categories against a team 
from Dcepcut Barracks while the 
women competed at one weight. 

Prelims look place in front of an 
enthusiastic crowd in the west car 
park and finished with the men 
sharing the spoils one all, and the 
females overcome by a strong 
army team and narrowly losing 2- 
1. The finals were held in the 
Twickenham rugby ground prior to 
kick off. 

In the end the Navy men tri¬ 
umphed over the Army 2-0 in both 
640kg and 680kg, but the women 
lost out 1-2. 

model world 

The RNRSA will hold an annu¬ 
al national championships that will 
be hosted by the Gosport Model 
Yacht and Boating Club, with the 
inaugural event taking place over 
the weekend of August 9 and 10. 

Membership costs £6 per year, 
which includes a quarterly newslet¬ 
ter and eligibility to race in the 
national championships, for which 
there are RNRSA and RNRSA 
Associate prizes. 

If you are interested in joining 
the Association, contact Lt Cdr 
Nigel Taylor, Secretary RNRSA. 
Room 139, Victory Building, IIM 
Naval Base, Portsmouth POl 3LR, 
email RNRSA@hotmail.com 




TAPER 

SHAPER 


ATHLETE DEFINED 


v-t apershaper.com 


The Athletic Gym Towel 

Over 40 
exercises for: 
Strength 
Mobility 

Endurance ^ 

^Special 
* Military Offer 


SLEEPING GIANT AWAKES 


THE STORY OF PORTSMOUTH’S RISE TO THE PREMIERSHIP 

by Pat Symes - WITH PHOTOGRAPHY BY MIKE WALKER 


PORTSMOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB has a history to match any 
club in the country. Twice league winners and holders of the FA 
Cup in 1939. the world famous trophy was secreted away in the 
basemont of the city's Guildhall for six years as Hitler's bombs 
rained down on the home of the Royal Navy. Bui from being one 
of the most powerful clubs in the country, proud Pompey 
endured a slump, a recession which threatened to become 
permanent until Harry Redknapp, discarded by his beloved West 
Ham. came to Fratton Park, first as director of football and then 
as manager. This book chronicles from the first day of 
Redknapp's management to the glory of promotion, a season 
never to be forgotten by Pompey followers. It is a remarkable 
story of a club's astonishing rise from mid-table mediocrity in the 
first division to the promised land of the Premiership. All this 
against a background of ever-changing faces in the maelstrom 
created by Redknapp and his experienced assistant Jim Smith. 
Ancient Fratton Park brimmed with fanatical supporters, willing 
their club forward to greater deeds but almost unable to 
comprehend the incredible turnaround In fortunes. We chart the 
progress of the year a sleeping giant was finally awoken. It is a 
story to meK the heart of the most cynical football supporter. 



LARGE FORMAT 
HARDBACK 
224 PAGES 

OVER 200 COLOUR PHOTOS 
COVER PRICE £14.95 
ISBN: 1 903158 41 9 


AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD BOOKSHOPS OR BY MAIL ORDER 
AT THE COVER PRICE OF £14 95 POST FREE (UK ONLY) FROM 


The Parrs Wood Press, FREEPOST, Manchester M15 9PW 


CREOIT CARD OROERS. OVERSEAS ORDERS AND ENQUIRIES. 
0161 226 4466 OR sportQparrswoodpress com 


www.parrswoodpress.com 
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% CLOSING IN: HMS Cumberland and RFA 
Wave Knight intercept a converted Motor 
Torpedo Boat carrying £250 million worth of 
cocaine 


RECORD £250111 DRUG RUST 



• From page one 

“This operation demonstrates 
that the Royal Navy is still fully 
involved in important missions to 
protect British interests world¬ 
wide, despite our recent commit¬ 
ments in the Gulf.” 

It has been reported that the 
craft, which was boarded at high 
speed, was originally a Danish- 
built military craft, and that it 
was being used to carry 
Colombian drugs into Europe. 

Customs Minister and 
Economic Secretary to the 
Treasury John Healey said: “This 


operation has stopped Class A 
drugs reaching the streets of the 
UK and harming our communi¬ 
ties. 

“Criminals today are sophisti¬ 
cated and well-financed, but by 
being flexible, working interna¬ 
tionally and using new enforce¬ 
ment methods Customs is more 
than a match for them.” 

Chief Investigation Officer for 
HM Customs Paul Evans said: 
“This is an excellent example of 
our close and continuing co¬ 
operation with the Spanish 
authorities to tackle Class A 
drugs. 


“This type of joint operation 
demonstrates 21st century law 
enforcement methods working in 
practice to deal with today's 
criminal threats. 

“We have prevented a huge 
amount of cocaine ever reaching 
our streets.” 

Cumberland returned from an 
eight-month deployment on 
Operation Oracle, the interna¬ 
tional war against terrorism, in 
February, since when she has 
been undergoing maintenance 
and her ship's company taking 
accrued leave. 


‘There is no doubt that you have impressed friend and foe alike’ - 1SL 


Navy score 
at 'kicking 
Saddam's 
door down 1 



• ARK'S BACK: Home again at Portsmouth with her escort, the Type 42 destroyer HMS York, after four months of 
operations in the Gulf is HMS Ark Royal. Her role had been as an operating platform for RN and RAF helicopters and 
40 Cdo Royal Marines. The latter, supported by RN Sea King and RAF helicopters, were landed from Ark Royal for the 
initial assault On the Al Faw peninsula Picture: PO(PHOT) Gary Davies 


AS HMS Ark Royal and 
her escort the Type 42 
destroyer HMS York 
returned from the Gulf, 
the First Sea Lord put on 
record his thanks and 
appreciation for the job 
done by the Naval 
Service during opera- 
tions in Iraq. 


Admiral Sir Alan West said 
that the Service’s task was to 
“kick Saddam’s door down” to 
enable the coalition to get on 
with the job of disarming the 
regime and driving the dictator 
from power, and that the 
Service had impressed every¬ 
one with their “sheer tenacity, 
guts and professionalism.” 

Admiral West also remem¬ 


bered those who died in the con¬ 
flict, and wished a speedy recov¬ 
ery to those who were injured. 

The coalition was now 
charged with winning the 
peace and rebuilding the 
country. 

“While the work therefore 
continues for many, I wish now 
to convey my personal thanks to 


you all for the decisive role 
played by the Royal Navy in 
Operation Tclic and in winning 
the conflict to liberate Iraq. 

“While I will not dwell here on 
the achievements of individuals 
and individual units - such sto¬ 
ries will no doubt come to light in 
due course, and I look forward to 
hearing of them - the task that 
the Service was called upon to 


Charles adds Colour to Reserves year 


THE PRINCE of Wales pre¬ 
sented the Sovereign’s 
Colour for the Royal Navy 
to the Royal Navy Reserve 
for the first time in their 
history on May 17. 

The event at Horse 
Guards Parade marked the 
centenary year of the Naval 
Volunteer Reserves and 
recognised the RNR’s con¬ 
tinuing support to the 
Royal Navy. 

The Royal Naval 
Volunteer Reserve was 
established by the Naval 
Forces Act of 1903 to pro¬ 
vide a trained cadre of offi¬ 
cers and ratings for the 
Fleet. 

They would contribute a 
remarkable 83 per cent of 
the strength in the world 
wars and were awarded a 
total of 22 VCs. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Lou Baverstock 
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perform was, quite literally, to 
kick Saddam's door down to 
enable the coalition to get to 
work, and to sustain our forces 
whilst operations continued. 

“There is no doubt that you 
have impressed friend and foe 
alike by the sheer tenacity, guts 
and professionalism with which 
you have gone about your task. 

“The part played by all 
elements of our Service - 
Surface Fleet and RFA, 
submarines, Royal 

Marines, Fleet Air Arm , 
Medical Branches and 
Reservists - has been out¬ 
standing, underlining the 
unique and battle winning 


contribution that maritime 
forces make to the support 
of the UK’s interests. 

“I would also like to recognise 
the hard work and flexibility 
shown by individuals and units in 
the UK and elsewhere, both 
civilian and military, without 
whose support the operation 
could not have succeeded. 

“Finally, I would ask you all to 
remember with me all those who 
gave their lives during this cam¬ 
paign, as well as their families 
and friends. They will not be for¬ 
gotten. 

“For those who received 
injuries, I wish them a speedy 
return to full health.” 



You can have your ships crest , silhouette or even 
names and dates engraved 


Amount 

1 

6 

12 

24 


Crystal tankard 

£29.50 

£24.00 

£22.00 

£20.50 


Glass tankard 

£22.90 

£18.20 

£16.70 

£15.40 


Crystal Whisky 

£23.35 

£20.50 

£19.00 

£17.90 


2 x crystal whisky glasses in presentation boxes £43.00 


Crystal decanter in presentation box £55.76 


Tankard Presentation Box £7.50 whisky £5.20 


15 years of supplying to the 
fleet of the Royal Navy and 
RFA supply ships. All items are 
ind. boxed 

All pricing includes P&P and 
engraving. Send a cheque or 
postal order together along with 
artwork (preferably a black and 
white bromide) to 
Art and Glass, 

13 Victoria Road, 
Wellingborough, 
Northants NN8 11 IN 
Tel/Fax 01933 277741 
Mobile 07919 352637 
E mail 

nigel<« nanderson 13.fsnet.co.uk 
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